HOW TO OVERCOME LOVELESS SELF-CONCEIT.

Luke’s reference to this discourse (11:13) declares that the good thing that God will be pleased to give these asking,

secking, knocking ones, is his holy spirit. And this is exactly what is needed, as an offset to the unhol\ unloving,
selfish, judging and faule-finding spiric of the flesh, which must be cast out. The antidote for the poison is that
we should be filled wich the holy spirit, the spirit of love, for ‘love worketh no ill to his neighbour’; love ‘suffereth
long and is kind’; love ‘is not puffed up’ to see the faults of others and to be blind to its own; it ‘vaunteth not

itself” to be a gcncral critic, fault-finder and ‘accuser of the brechren’. Love is s_\'mpathctic, hclpﬂl], the spirit of

God.—1 Cor. 13:4; Rom. 13:10.

"Returning to the lessons which the ‘brethren” must learn, and

possibly having specially in mind the correction of the
l:cndcncy to judgc one another, our Lord gives instructions
how these wrong qualities may be eradicated. We are to ask of’
the Lord the needed measure of love and sympathy which will
hinder us from judging others, and which will help us in
correcting our own defects. If we ask sincerely, truly, we will
receive his grace and hc]p in this direction. And while asking,
it is our duty to be seeking the things which we lack, the holy
spirit of love to fill our hearts; and if we seek it we shall find
it. We are to knock upon the Lord’s store-house of grace and
blessing by continued effores, as well as prayer without
ceasing, and as a result it will surely be opened to us. The
d'xl\lﬂ“, the secking, the knocking, will all imply faith in the
Lord, which will hc pleasing in his sight, and it will also imply
faithfulness on our part and a desire to be conformed fully to
the Lord's will. And these good desires of our hearts shall be
gratified, because, as an earthly parent would respond to his
child’s request for carthly food, so will the Lord respond and
supply grace in every time of need to his children. He will not
deceive us nor give us evil things, when we desire the good,
but will do for us exceedingly abundantly more than we could
ask or think; for is not our heavenly Father much better than
any imperfect human facher could possibly be?
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