
FINDING WHAT WE SEEK 
A group of college men were discussing an odd incident that took place recently in a university located in 

the western part of the State. Two of the most conspicuous young men in the graduating class had been assigned 
to take opposite sides of a debate during their last term, upon a religious theme relating to the authenticity of 
the Scriptures. It happened that the man assigned to defend the Biblical position was known to entertain 
pronounced infidelistic views, while the counter argument was given to one of the most active church and Y. M. 
C. A. workers in the class. 

The young men studied hard upon the theme for some weeks, and when the debate came off each maintained 
his side vigorously. The strange sequel was that after the debate the infidel had so convinced himself that he 
became a member of the church, while the other young man also changed his views and became fully as sceptical 
as his opponent had once been. 

The above illustrates a principle to which we have already called attention time and 
again. We find what we seek!  Those who approach the Bible with earnest desire to find in it God’s Message will 
be guided of the Lord. As it is written, ‘Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness (Truth). They 
shall be filled.’ 

On the other hand, those who approach the Bible from the standpoint of cavil, unbelief, antagonism are 
equally sure to find what they seek—flaws, contradictions, etc. Note how Thomas Paine and Robert Ingersoll 
illustrate this principle, and compare their experiences and findings with our own blessings, as we feast upon the 
Bible as the Lord’s bountifully spread table of good things, ‘meat in due season for the household of faith’. 

The same principle holds true with the SCRIPTURE STUDIES. Those who so desire can pick flaws in the 
Bible and turn and twist its statements into unreason; they can also similarly pick to pieces the DIVINE PLAN OF 

THE AGES. 

‘We walk by faith and not by sight’. This principle holds true in respect to all of God’s dealings with his people 
during the night of weeping preceding the glorious morning of joy, when they shall see as they are seen and know 
as they are known. Hence, to approach God's Word and have a right understanding of it implies:— 

(1) A heart condition of teachableness. 

(2) A heart condition of faith in God as the Great Teacher who knows our limitations and who has 
promised to guide the willing and the obedient into all Truth as it becomes meat in due season. 

(3) They should expect Divine guidance in respect to understanding the Scriptures, even as God has 
promised; and, expecting it, they should seek it. 

(4) While expecting and seeking and looking in the direction of their expectations and leadings, they 
should exercise their reasoning faculties and thereby approve or disapprove what is presented to them. 

(5) They should beware how they neglect these favours of God; they should take heed to headiness and 
high-mindedness, lest, after having enjoyed the light and the blessing, it should slip from them and 
leave them in the outer darkness in which we see the whole world groping. 
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