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The United States Unique in Her Position, Yet 

Threatened with Even Greater Evils Than the Old World 

he position of the United States of America among the nations is unique in almost every respect; and 
so much so that some are inclined to regard this country as the special child of divine providence, and 
to think that in the event of world-wide revolution it will escape. But such fancied security is not 

consistent with sound judgment, in view of either the signs of the times or the certain operations of those just 
laws of retribution by which nations, as well as individuals, are judged. 

That the peculiar circumstances of the discovery of this continent and the planting of this nation on its 
virgin soil, to breathe its free air and develop its wonderful resources, was a step in the course of divine 
providence, the thoughtful and unbiased cannot doubt. The time and circumstances all indicate it. Emerson 
once said, “Our whole history looks like the last effort by Divine Providence in behalf of the human race.” He 
would not have said that, however, had he understood the divine plan of the ages, in the light of which it is quite 
clear that it is not a “last effort of divine providence,” but a well defined link in the chain of providential 
circumstances for the accomplishment of the divine purpose. Here has been afforded a refuge for the oppressed 
of all lands from the tyranny of civil and ecclesiastical despotism. Here, separated from the old despotisms by 
the vast ocean wilderness, the spirit of liberty found a breathing place, and the experiment of popular 
government became a reality. Under these favouring circumstances the great work of the Gospel age—the 
selecting of the true Church—has been greatly facilitated; and here we have every reason to believe the greatest 
harvest of the age will be gathered. 

In no other country could the blessed harvest message—the plan of the ages and its times and seasons and 
privileges—have been so untrammelled in its proclamation and so widely and freely heralded. And nowhere, 
except under the free institutions of this favoured land, are so many minds sufficiently released from the fetters 
of superstition and religious dogmatism as to be able to receive the truth now due, and in turn to bear its good 
tidings abroad. It was, we believe, for this very purpose that the providence of God has been, in a measure, over 
this country. There was a work to be done here for his people which could not so well be done elsewhere, and 
therefore when the hand of oppression sought to throttle the spirit of liberty, a Washington was raised up to 
lead the impoverished but daring liberty-lovers on to national independence. And again when disruption 
threatened the nation, and when the time had come for the liberation of four millions of slaves God raised up 
another brave and noble spirit in the person of Abraham Lincoln, who struck off the shackles of the enslaved 
and preserved the unity of the nation. 

Yet the nation, as a nation, has not, and never had, any claims upon divine providence. The providential 
overruling in some of its affairs has been only in the interests of the people of God. The nation, as a nation, is 
without God and without hope of perpetuity when, through it, God shall have served his own wise purposes for 
his people—when he shall have gathered “his elect.” Then the winds of the great tribulation may blow upon it, as 
upon the other nations, because, like them, it is one of the “kingdoms of this world” which must give place to 
the Kingdom of God's dear Son. 

While the conditions of the masses of the population here are much more favourable than those of any other 
land, there is an appreciation of comfort and of individual rights and privileges here among the poorer classes 
which does not exist to the same extent in any other land. In this country, from the ranks of its humblest 
citizens, imbued with the spirit of its institutions—the spirit of liberty, of ambition, of industry and 
intelligence—have come many of the wisest and best statesmen—presidents, legislators, lawyers, jurists and 
distinguished men in every station. No hereditary aristocracy here has enjoyed a monopoly of offices of trust or 
profit, but the child of the humblest wayfarer might aspire to and win the prizes of honour, wealth and 
preferment. What American schoolboy has not been pointed to the possibilities of his one day becoming 
president of the country? In fact, all the attainments of great men in every rank and station have been viewed as 
the future possibilities of the American youth. Nothing in the spirit of its institutions has ever checked such 
ambition; but, on the contrary, it has always been stimulated and encouraged. The influence of these open 
avenues to the highest and to all the intermediate positions of honour and trust in the nation has been to the 
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elevation of the whole people, from the lowest strata upward. It has stimulated the desire for education and 
culture, and as well all the demands of education and culture. The free school system has largely met this 
demand, bringing all classes into intelligent communication through the daily press, books, periodicals, etc., 
thus enabling them, as individuals, to compare notes and to judge for themselves on all questions of interest, 
and accordingly to wield their influence in national matters by the use of the ballot. 

A sovereign people, thus dignified and brought to an appreciation of the rights of manhood, is therefore 
naturally one of the first to resist, and that most determinedly, any apparent tendencies to curb its ambition or 
to restrain its operations. Even now, notwithstanding the liberal spirit of its institutions and the immense 
advantages they have conferred upon all classes of the nation, the intelligence of the masses begins to discern 
influences at work which are destined ere long to bring them into bondage, to despoil them of their rights as 
freemen and to deprive them of the blessings of bountiful nature. 

The American people are being aroused to a sense of danger to their liberties, and to action in view of such 
danger, with the energy which has been their marked characteristic in every branch of industry and every 
avenue of trade, though the real causes of their danger are not clearly enough discerned by the masses to direct 
their energies wisely. They only see that congested wealth is impoverishing the many, influencing legislation so 
as to still further amass wealth and power in the hands of the few, and so creating an aristocracy of wealth 
whose power will in time prove as despotic and relentless as any despotism of the Old World. While this is, alas! 
only too true, it is not the only danger. A religious despotism, whose hateful tyranny can best be judged by the 
records of the past days of its power, also threatens this country. That danger is Romanism. Yet this danger is 
not generally discerned, because Rome is making her conquests here by cunning art and base flattery. She 
professes great admiration for the free institutions and self-government of the United States; she courts and 
flatters the Protestant “heretics” who form so large a proportion of the intelligent population, and now calls 
them her “separated brethren,” for whom she has an “undying affection”; and yet, at the same time, she lays her 
clammy hand upon the public school system, which she is anxious to turn into an agent for the further 
propagation of her doctrines and the extension of her influence. She is making her influence felt in both 
political and religious circles, and the continuous tide of immigration to this country is largely of her subjects. 

The danger of Romanism to this country was foreseen by Lafayette, who, though himself a Roman Catholic, 
helped to win, and greatly admired, the liberty of this country. He said, “If the liberties of the American people 
are ever destroyed, they will fall by the hands of the Romish clergy.” Thus from congested wealth, from 
Romanism and from immigration, we see great dangers. 

But alas! the remedy which the masses will eventually apply will be worse than the disease. When the social 
revolution does come here, it will come with all the turbulence and violence which American energy and love of 
liberty can throw into it. It is by no means reasonable, therefore, to expect that this country will escape the fate 
of all the nations of Christendom. Like all the rest, it is doomed to disruption, overthrow and anarchy. It also is 
a part of Babylon. The spirit of liberty fostered here for several generations, already threatens to run riot with a 
vehemence and speed unequalled in the old world, and unrestrained by the more potent agencies of the 
monarchical governments.—pp. D143-148. 
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