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I “IMor we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this.world, against
apiritual wickedness in ligh places.”—Ephesians 6:12

THE EVIL ONE AGAIN ATTEMPTS TO DISRUPT THE SOCIETY
' comzqmrm STATEMENT OF FACTS BY REQUEST

To International Bible Students scattered throughout world:
Drax BrrrmzN 1v CHEHRIST:i—

gee that you have no prejudice or feeling, either for or
against; and that you do not form any distinct opinian

In this hour of sorrow, mingled with joy, we think of the
words of St. Peter, so appropriate at this time: “Beloved,

think it not strange
concerning the fire
among you that is to
try you, as though
some strange thing had
happened unto yow.
(1 Peter 4:13.)

Time and again our
dear Pastor warned us
of this coming time,
and now it is here. In
Trx Warce Tower un-
der date of 1897, page
44, he said:

“Flery trials are there-
fore to be expected by
all of the Lord's people,
especially in this day of
the Lord. As surely as
we are sons of God we
shall have them; and
when they come we
should promptly recog-
nize their mission to us
and see that we are ex-
ercised by them unto
godliness, sobriety and
deep and fervent piety.”

Who then, will be
able to stand? ‘The
Lord answers, Every-
one whose heart is per-
fect.—2 Chron. 16:0.

Seeing the activities
of the Adversary, and
that a great trial was
coming, I had hoped
and prayed that the
Church might be spared
from it if it be the
Lord's will, but evi-
dently itis His will that
the fire shall burn out
all dross; that only the
refined 1d shall re-
main. assure you,
dear brethren, that in
making this statement I
have no unkind feeling
toward anyone. As I
search my heart I am
sure it is perfect toward
all. The Lo

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE WATCH TOWER BIELE AND '
: TRACT SOCIETY

"EAS, the President of the WATCH TOWER DIDLE
AND TRACT BOCIETY has this day made s statement in writ-
ing befors the undersigmed, whe ars mow members of the Board
of Directors, setting forth hls asats done mnd performad sloes the

death of Drother Haonsall, and his election ss President)

“AND WIIEREAS, It ls the sense of this Doard that the Iresl-
dent should prepars mnd pablish, for the benefit of the Church
(1] e, = ota of facts I his sald metivities;

“AND WIIEREAS, It Is well known that oppesition has arlsen
agalnet the Presldent)

“AND WHEREAS, we have heard = statement at lemgth by
Drothars Bnﬂu;to!d. Iirsh, n.-kl:-, “erght. Eltehle, Mao=
millan, Van Ambuargh, Basuerleln and others;

"AND WHEEEAS, I} appsars from the fasts brought before ue
that Drothers L ¥. IMoskins, R. II. Flirsh, A. I Rltchis and
7. D, Wright have not been legully members of the Doard of
Directors ef the WATCII TOWEER DIDLE AND TRACT BOCIETY
for mere than six menths prior thersto, and are nob Bow members

fj and the mecessity haviig arisen for a full and eomplets

" Board of Dirsctors) mnd ths Presldent, seting under the powsr

snd sathority conferred upenm him by the terms of the Charter
sad the laws of ths Hists of Fennsylvaals, has mppelated four
members to complets sald Board; -

“NOW, THEREFORE, DE IT RESOLVED, thai we, the unders
slgned members of the Deard ‘of Dirsctors, do h?h:r sXpress
our hearty approval of the acts mand conduoct of oor Presldent and
Geoeral Masager and Executive Officor of the WATCI TOWER
DIBLE AND TRACT BOCIETY, which dutlps we denirs hlm teo
continge; and we take this oeccasion to expre
fdenes In him ms & brother mad servant In Lord, mod to
commend him, with loving prayers and mssurance of our support,
to sll who love cor dear Pastor Russsll sad who belleve that he
was sani to be the gulde of the Chaorch to the end of her way;

“AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we bellave that our
dear Brother Eutherford ls the man the Lord hes chosen to carry
on ths work that yot romalos to be done In Pnstor Easesll's
mame and In the name of the Lord; mnd that no other im the
Chareh ls ss wall qgualified ms be to do this work; or could have
}-:ul.ud =t the Lord's hand greater evidences of His love and

Yorg

“AND BE IT FURETHEER BESOLVED, that the Presldent be,
sod he Is Bersby requested to prepsrs & foll statement of ihe
facts loading up to the econditicns now exlsting in the work af
Brooklyn; sad a full statemens of the mecessity arlslng for the
sppolntment of members of the Doard of Directors mad why the
same Is done; snd such other facts s may bs necessary In this
N“‘:‘Iﬁ:‘ for the l'::d snd wul‘ru? of the Chorch at large; aad

that
“In the name of the Maste f ths e

Baviour Jaesus Chrlst, m.:': £ Warveat, oy Lord. and,

i “A. N. Pr=ason,

*“W. E. Sem, .
. "}Vh.E.B Van Awsvicw,
5 8 OHNET,
“Brooklyn, New York, “A. H. MacMrLray,
*Tuly 17,& 1917." “Geo, H, Fisaen”

rd is my jodge. I feel, under the circum-
stances, that I owe it to you to take you into my con-
fidence and make & plain statement of the facts, and then
let each of you judge as to what scemeth good, and may
the Lord guide you in hearing. I ask each one of you
to be calm, watching and praying while you read, and

view to creating a

until you have read all this statement. In order for you
to understand, It will be necessary for me to speak of

the brethren involved
by name, even if it is

ainful so to do.

rother Russell long
warned us that the evil
spirits would exercise

eat power in the clos-

ng hours of the Church's
pilgrimage, and I am
wondering if they are
the cause of this fear-
ful trial. He will make
it clear in due time,
Read Rev. 7 comments
in Vol. 7 of Scurrruzz
Stupzs,

That you may under-
stand why I was led to
appoint four members
of the Board of Direct-
ors in order to save the
Society's money from
being tied up by law
suits and its  work
wrecked, both of
which have been threat-
ened, it is needful that
I relate to you some
things that have oc-
curred since I became -
your President. To do
this, I am impelled to
tell you what occurred
in_ Great Britain with
reference to Brother

ohnson, whom I have
oved very dearly. Some
of the four brethren
hereinafter mentioned,
members of the Bethel
Fan:uly, acting under
advice of a lawyer who
is not too friendly to-
ward the Truth, and
under the advice of an-
other who is not a law-
yer, have been about
some of the classes mak-
ing derogatory state-
ments against the Presi-
dent, ecretary and
Treasurer and others
of the Society with a

a statement of the facts,

zgainst these brethren. The:
ing at the expense of the Soc
Since they have made it publ
of many of the friends, it bec

t in the minds of the friends
have done this while travel-
and as its representatives.

¢ and disturbed the minds

omes my duty to you to make
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EPITOME OF FACTS HEREINAI‘TEI’L ESTABLISHED

That you

what th- !actl rove:

rother P. S. L. Johnson was sent to Europe

you may Intelligently follow the evidence hereinafter set forth, I first give a brief outline of

last November to do pilgrim work for the

of authority which he understood in fact limited him to preaching the Gospel and ascertaining by inquiry
certaln facts about the work there and reporting them to the Socicty; that for some cause he overstep ed

his authority; that he charged 'several brethren with disloyalty to Brother Russell; that he discharged,

(2.) That the Executive of u::: Soclety appointed a commission of five able brethren of Great Britain

to go to London and ascertain facts 'and 1
this commission before it met; and being unabl
that ke was recalled from Ecsgland by cablegram.

(3.) That Brother
*Penny” mentioned in

Britain and to establish a new WATCH T

rt; that Brother
to do so, he repu

ohnson attempted to unduly influence
iated it and refused to appear before it;

ohngen announced in various places Ia England that he was the “Steward” of the
e Lord's parable (Matt, 20:8), and claimed all the powers and authority that Brorhu
Russell possessed; that he had a well-laid plan to take full control of all

SWER there; that he announced to the friends In Grnt Bl‘!tlh

the Society’s work in Grea

that he should have been the Society’s Prniﬂent‘but declined to mccept.

(4.) That when the

met

for the jurpau of examining into the !lﬂl, Brother
ohnson then repudiated the action of the Shareholders in

ecting the President of the Socliety at Pitts-

urgh, January 6, 1917, and ignored the President and began to communicate with Brother A. I, Ritchie and,

through him, to appeal to the Board of Directors,

(5.) That when he was resisted by Brother Hemery, the remaining manager In the London office,

Brother Johnson, together with an plice, got p

of the keys and forcibly took possession of the

London office, the Society’s mail, opened the safe and extracted therefrom a luL:m of money belonging

to the Scciety and then I.nmmd a law guit in the High Court of Chancery in

ndon, in the name of the

Society by
where the Society's funds wen depoli:ed uld tied up

Johnseon's solicitor ln the case, but failed.

ger of the London office-and against the Bank

the
the money in the Baak; that this law suit was decided
adversely to Brother Johnaon, and his solicitor was re

anixed by the High Court to pay the cost, and that
later Brother Hirsh and allies and at the Instance of

rother Johnson tried to have the Society pay Brother

(8.) That everything at the Brooklyn office was moving smoothly, with no discord, until Brother John-
;g:.l deru.wdetl of the So:laty"l President that he be returned to England and, being ral’ulcd. then exercised

over Brothers Himsh, H

oskins, Wright and Ritchie and Induced them to believe that the Presi-

dent was ignoring them. He influenced them to ask for a meeting of the Board of Directors to give him

the third hearing about what ke did In E

urope; that when the President refused to call a meeting for that

Eu.rpou, then he advised them to set mside a by-law which the Shareholders had passed and which the
oard of Directors had passed, and take away from the Prnldent all of the authority and turn It over to

these four brethren..
England.

trary to the

openly stated that if the President and the PEO

the President.

BROTHER JOHNSON GOES TO ENGLAND

Erother Russell had arranged last Fall for Brother Johnson
to visit Europe, and those left in charge after Brother
Russell's departure thought well to carry out his wishes and
send bim. %rot.her Johnson called at the State Department
at Washington, aad the Burean of Citizenship in New York
for information concernming passports. Returning he in-
formed the Committee that it was necessary for him to have
credentials showing that it was imperative that he visit the
foreign countries in the interests of the Society; otherwise
the government, because of the war, would not grant the
passport. Myself and Brother Johnson together prepared
a letter to present to the State Department, with the under-
standing that it was for the procuring of a passport. When
it came to the signing of the letter Brother Van Amburgh,
the Secretary, refused to sign, because it granted sweeping
authority to Brother Johnson. Then it was explained in the

resence of Brothers Van Amburgh, Ritchie and myself, and
Erolher Iohruen that ﬂu ont, purpose of the letter was to
0 procure a passport, and that his
authority would really bc the same as any other pilgrim or
lecturer. Brother Ritchie then remarked to Brother Johnson
that it would be well for him to re at the iety’s
offices he visited in Europe and get the information he
could about the manner of conducting the work, to all of

(7.) That'the other four brethren, acting under the advice of Brother Joh
palgn amongst the brethren, charging that the ‘President ls
recedent established by Brother Russell. That a
the advice of Brother Johnson and the lawyer, set about to Eﬂluancn some of the pr t br
the President and bring pressure to bear upon him to surrender his autherity of the Socle
brethren. That they outlined a course exactly lgu-ll.el to that pursued by Brother Jobnson in England, and

Brother Johnson, on the 25th day of July last admitted that the trouble’ hereinafter
described was the result of the refusal of his demand for a re-hearing with a view to his being sent back to

cam-
Ig-uorln; Brother Ruuel.ll ﬂll nnd gol.ng con-
an was outlined by them and they, acting under

ethren ag
to these four

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY und.?n order to pracurel a passport, was given a letter
out authority, two ol the managers of the Soclety’s London office and compelled ‘them to leave the Lcnﬂou
Bethel

§

LES PULPIT ASSOCIATION resisted thelr action that
they would resort to the courts of law and tie up all the money of the Society, so that it could not be
used, and that, they would either run the Society or wreck it; and that their wrongful action was prevented by

e e e A e e A AR,

which Brother Johnson agreed. It then became mecessary
for hiny to have a letter of introduction to the London office,
and of course this had to be written consistent with the
other letter, because the Government of Great Britain would
examine all of his papers when he arrived at the border,
and anything inconsistent would probably result in sending
him out of the country, hence we wrote a_similar letter to
the London office with the same understionding,

TROUBLE BEGINS IN ENGLAND

About the 5th of February a cablegram was received from
Brother Johnson, reading as follows:

“Situation intolerable. Shearn, Crawford, dis-
missed. Appealing to you. Withhold answer pend-
ing my mail"

About the same time another cablegram was received from
Brothers Shearn and Crawford, as follows:

“Astounding deve'lopmenu. office and Tabernacle,
Please defer all judgment.”

The Intoawationas Bz Stupewts Assocation, orqan-
jzed under the laws of Great Britain, has a council of five
members, Brothers Hemery, Shearn and Crawford consti-
tuted the members in while Brother Russell and
myself were the two members here. The same three brethren



gers of the London office, con-
there,

Brother Johnson had no authority to dis-
Sh and Crawford, and being doubtful
I sent the following cablegram to Brother

earn
ding sides sign agreed statement of
facts and for my decision.”
Then in & few days I left for California. Some time after
I reached Los Angeles I received information from Brothers
Crawford and Shearn, also from Brother Johnson, that the
two brothers mentioned had been discharged from the Lon-
don office and the London Bethel I arpoinled five able
br in Great Britain as a commission to investigate,
and then sent the following cablegram:
“Shearn, Hemery, Crawford, Johnson, London:
“Shearn, Crawford dismissal absolutely without
authority, Restore them immediately, ust have
fair trial before my commissioners. Show cable
commissioners, Report awaited.”
The next day I received a cablegram dated Liverpool,
February 24, 1017, and reading as follows:
“Rutherford, Watch Tower Society,
roocklyn, N. Y. -
“Surprised at cablegram. 'Have you not received
m{ letters second, eleven, twenty-one, Lmuary?
Shearn, Crawford, leading sixth sifung. Ezekiel Nine
Beware. Cabl campaign engineered Crawford,
earn, Ezra Nehemiah Mordecai ence type
mine here.  Since January Twenty-eight am Steward
atthew, Twenty, eight. Shearn, Haman then hanged
on gallows for me. Was then given Esther Eight,
Two Fifteen powers like Russell's, Crawford, San-
ballat, Shearn, Tobiah, Guard Senior, Gishen. Will
you be my right hand? Must keep m]y hands on,
“Jommson”
uent cablegrams sent out by Brother
ociety hundreds of dollars for their

of B situation
Johnson:
“Have

i

(This, and subs
.Johnson cost the
*transmission.)

Within the next two or three days I received the follow-
ing cablegram from Brother Hemery, dated London, Feb, 26th

“Johnson claims full control everything. I resist
11 your repres ive P with co gers
his, mot mine. Los Angeles cable has attention,
What are Johnson's powers?”
{gn the 27th of February I cabled Brother Johnson as
ollows:
. “Your work finished London; return America,
important.”

Believing from the information that I had, and from the
language used Brother Johnsor in his cablegram, in which
he stated that he was “steward” with all powers formerly
held by Brother Russell, I was convinced that his mind was
deranged and that he was disturbing the work in Great
Britain, Thereupon I cabled from Los Angeles to Brother
Hemery as follows:

“Johnson demented. Has no powers, Credentials
issued to procure passport. Return him America.
Sympathy,

A cablegram dated London, March 7, 1917, addressed to
Bromuae‘{ild:ie and Van Amburgh, was received from
Brother Johnson, which is as follows:

“Society’s interest demand I retain powers Board,
not executive committee, gave me. I appeal Board
through you against Rutherford's repudiating Board's
representative. He is subject Society. Society's
representative subject to it as against him, Letter

ollows. inue letter ap and credentials.
Increased in&ury otherwise. ‘Congregation wmnani-
mously voted me confidence appreciation against
Shearn, Rutherford's i ap-
proves Disapproves him. Bethelites approve
dismi Acted har i with my powers. I
protest in God's name to Board through you."

Later, Brother Hemery, learning of this cablegram, sent
the following, dated Londom, March 18th, addressed to
Brother Rutherford:

"Understand Johnson cabled untruths
Hope soon report his collapse.”

The following cablegram was received from Brother
Hemery, dated March 14th, London, nddressed to myself:

Crawford.
me.

Ritchie.

“Jchason nmpaﬂ.u:. He [and] Housden seizing
mails and cash. Hasten sealed cancellation author-
ity, Cormack two others sympathize with him,
Solicitor recommends Johnson's forcible ejection.
Have placed embargo on bank"

_After the issi
son learned that they

were appointed and Brother Joha-
were to go to London to investigate
the facts and report, he visited sach one of them personally
and tried to uence them in his behalf and against the
others. This fact is proven by the following letters from
Brother Crawford:

LETTERS FROM BROTHER CRAWFORD

January 20, 1917,
“Lancaster Gate, London, W,, {and.
Mz, J. F. Rutazaromn
and The Executive Committee,
Warce Towzz Bisux anp Taacr SocEry,
Brooklyn, N, Y.
“Drax BarrHzEN 1y THE Lomo:

“ . .... Briefly, the circumstances are as follows.
About a month or 80 before our dear Brother Russell
passed beyond, the Elders of the London Tabernacle -
—reali that the arrang ts then existing in the
Taber were not sim‘l; complete satisfaction to
the members of the gregati ly

to call a meeting and inquire into all the
circumstances which lay at the root of the trouble....

“Shortly after, word came that Brother Johnson
was on s way, and we wondered if by chance he
had been charged by Brother Russell with the ex-

ression of his mind on the matter. When Brother

chnsoa arrived, however, he knew nothing of the
carrespondence and at once set about, as he thought,
to set things in order in the Tabernacle We all
wished him God speed and gave him every assist-
ance possible, Ju 5:. then, of my surprise when,
a few days later, I found all the eleven Elders con-
demned by Brother Johnson, and mgaelf with two
other brethren of the Office staff charged by him
on the following three counts;—(1) With attempting
to deceive Brother Russell (2) With concealing
the real purpose of the Resolution. (3) With having

an evil motive in signing same,
“At first I did not take the matter seriously and
tried to believe that Brother Johnson surely did
L] G;m

not mean to brand all th Elders of the
Tabernacle as hypocrites, ete,, without any proof or
hearing whatever, and the three. brethren of the
Office as even worse~1 Tim. 6: 1,19, , ...

“The “situation that was created became im-
possible, because, in the first place, neither of the
three involved were conscious of any sin or evil
motive nor had they wrn:ﬁ;d any one either by word
or action; secondly, to r Tﬁsh Eldership meant to
exrolc two of them (ﬁ;m included) to the prob-
able operation of the Military Act, a step which, to
every reasonable mind would surely seem wrong,
Brother Johnson's reply to this point was that having
committed this sin [ must now bear the consequences;
in the third place, this procedure was altogether con-
trary to the pnl‘z advocated by Brother Russell—
whose recomm tion was that the Pilgrims and
Office workers who repr d the Society as
lecturers should be Elders either in a home Church
or in the Tabernacle,

“A few days later Brother Johnson came tc Lon-
don, when I had a further word with him and en-
deavored to point out how unreasonable his atritude

Anointed,
. Crawworn."

Also the following letter written ten. weeks later will be
of interest;

TR
“Your brother and servant in the
kL

42 Selborne Rd., Ilford E.,, April 3 T
“Dear Brormer RuTmearonp: o s 4ah
“Doubtess Brother Johnson informed you that he
dismissed me and my wife from the office and home
and instructed us to leave the premises immediately.
As T had no time to make any arrangements and
Brother Johnson threatened to put my furniture out
or have it used if not removed at once, I was forced
w"have it taken to the above address to be stored.
I am sorry to say that Brother Johnson seems to
be going from bad to worse. To my mind he is
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either under the influence of spiritism or else has
temporasily lost his balance of mind. No sane man
would act or do the things that he has done during
the last month or so. For no cause whatever but
merely evil surmising on his part he has denounced
me for bours in the Tabernacle, telling them that I
was dead spiritually and no longer a brother, etc.,
etc. He has also gone to my wife when I was ab-
sent on more than one occasion, telling her the same
ridiculous story and tried to separate us. Once he
gave her such a talking to in this way that whea I
came in I found her weeping and almost in hysterics.
“ . +... Brother Johnson has been telling the
classes that he is the steward of the parable of the
Penny and that he would have been the president
only he refused to allow his name to go forward
for nomination. A
“A peculiar delusion of his which he has been
%:Ie:ch;u to the classes is, Brothers Shearn and
rd and I are fulfilling certain types recorded in
Neh !‘ Cgap.ﬁ!: g and u:_r}!n nys utc‘lhé Imm
“Sanballat,” Brother Shearn, “Tobish,” rother
Guard “Geshem”™
“The classes here are in sore straits through
his visits, He seems to have unsettled nearly every
class he visited. The brethren have much re-
lieved however by the receipt of Jm cable and are
lad to lmow that his deings did oot represent the

ociety.

“Brother Johnson, however, does not now ac-
knowledge your authority to counsel his dismissal
and says that can only done by the Executive
C tee. He refused to allow either Brother
Shearn or me to be reinstated.

“ ..., Now just a word about the Commission of
Inquiry. It was very kind of you to make this ar-
rangement and [ much appreciate your efforts to have
justice done. I would however to make a few
remarks rg‘lfqm'_the b of the C issi
and how the inquiry was carried out. It was no
fault of the members of course that they had all
been interviewed by Brother Johnsom and their
minds influenced to some extent by Brother Johnson's
views of things. Brother Johnson had spent several
doys in Brother M. Cloy's home trying to convince
him of his views of things, and indeed was there
when your cable of instructions was received,

“Yours by His F"‘\‘Vu'

WTORD,

BROTHER JOHNSON WRITES BROTHER HEMERY

We also quote a letter addressed to Brother Hemery,
written and signed by Brother Johnson. This letter ap-
pears a3 an Exhibit in the High Court of Justice in the
case wrongfully instituted by Brother Johnson in the
‘name of the Society against the London managers. The
document follows: =

1917 W. No. 541.

“IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
CHANCERY DIVISION
MR. JUSTICEEVE
WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY
—V5—
HEMERY AND OTHERS

“This is the Exhibit marked *J. H. 4, referred to in
the Affidavit of Jesse Hemery sworn herein this
23nd day of March, 1917, before me,
"A. S. JACKSON,
“A Commissioner of Oaths.

; A T Greenoh& Co.

o Bush Lane House,
Cannon Street,
London, E.C., 4."

“BIRKENHEAD, 24th February, 1017,
*“Mr. J. Hemery,
34 Craven Terr, London, W.
"Brzzoveo BrotEmx Hrusmy:
“Grace and peace. Glad to receive your letter,
| \?‘il! answer it first, and then give you something
else.

SIFTINGS

“Re a further trip. I had better remain at Lon-
don from the time of my arrival there until the
following Thursday or Friday then go to
Glasgow, with possibly a day off at Manchester.
I will wait and see what Manchester develops next
week. On the way back, so far as I can see, I
would like an appointment at Edinburgh so as to
sct matters clearly before the Edinburgh Church.

verywhere o I om mow giving an bGecount of
thir trouble. is must be done to circumvent
the mischief that they are already working, They
are wurkinzsou quite & campaign, and this we mast
frustrate. Shearn is spreading the report that I
have interfered with his success in the Military
matter. As to whether I will have appointments
after Edinburgh or not will depend on what de-
velops. Keep your eyes open, ,._ﬁl““' for sore
mpots. These are the places to which I wish to go.

“Thanks for information sbout Sister Annie, and
the adoption. I understand your letter to mean
that I wont even have to go to Court to have it
settled—that our agreement before the Bethel
family made it binding and legal; am glad

“Re food: I wish, dear Brother, that you would
follow my suggestion on this line. I am speaking
very advisedly when I say it is imperative that
staple articles be gotten and stowed in a safe
place, safe from men and from rats. Please let
them be bought at different places. I would sug-
gest, the mﬂgnx of a false ceiling as » receptacle,
and let it be lined throughout with tin, as a safe-
guard from rats. Wheat is the special thing
needed, and monkey nuts. The famine will be
very sore shortly, and the prices very heavy. You
will notice Elisha calls attention to the famine,
and that is what I have in mind. You will re-
member that I told you when I came at first, that
there would be this condition shortly, and now I
know it is at the very doors and therefore suggest
that it be done immediately, for the good o? the
family. I have a way of answering questions that
would be perfectly right, and will secure the food.
Will tell you about this when I see you.

“Re Brother Shearn's furniture: I think you did

well on what you have bought However, the
balance of his furniture must leave the house as
goon as possible. We will wait for indications and
so.hfor the present, will let the furniture stand as
it

COMMISSIONERS INTERVIEWED BY BROTHER
JOHNSON

*Thank you for the Manchester matter. I have
it under advisement; also Brother Smedley. I am
going to dictate a form letter Lo all of the eight
brethren who furnished me names, asking them to
come to Bethel for a Conference with me, March
3rd at 2 p. m. I am going to lay the whole posi-
tion before them. rother Rutherford has op-
pointed four of these eight ar & Committer to in-
vestigate; Brother Housden is the fifth member
of the Committee.

“T trust Sister Cormack has returned, and thank
you for what you have done re Elders and
Deacons. Re Brother Cormack: Thank you for
bringing this to my attention. I will do as you
suggest; we must put an end to grasping for
power on the part of everybody concerned.
will write him today on this line, sending the
letter to the office. " e

“Re the six Elders elected who signed the
Resolution: You will notice in Esther that on the
1st day that the Jews stood for their lives, which,
I understand, would refer to last Sunday, the ten
sons of Haman are spoken of simply as slain and
that in the 2nd day they were hanged up. This
2nd day I understand, will be March 4th. At that
time, since they are the sons of Haman, the Aga-
gite (an An;ﬂu represents a sinfully ambitious
person), I am sure that everyone of those brothers
were ambitious, and their ambition moved them,
along with other things, to sign that Resolution,
and I will therefore, after proving this point, ree-
C d their dismi ‘This process will be their

Basogury, N. Y.
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hanging. First, however, we will settle the matter
with Szam and Crawford, but the whole thing will
be settled March 4th and after that lhcl?el w?l,; Ifc joy
and rejoicing on the part of the faithful and many
new ooes will come into the Truth to take the
laces of others. I increasingly fear that Brother
ormack is the son-in-law of ganbalh!. and what
you write me only strengthens that fear., If that
pr'o.Tvi: n'i?s be! tmeﬂ} will bli‘:hlle him from me.
or e cablegram from Brother
Ratherford. He is undoubtedly the victim of a
cablegram campaign, engineered by Shearn and
Crawford. This morning I sent Brother Ruther-
ford u long cablegram telling him that I was anti-
typing Ezra, Nehemiah, Mordecai, and that on the
asth of Jan after hanging up Brother Shearn
oo the scaffold that he ha prepared for me,
I was oppointed by the Lord according to Esther
B: 2 “L!::‘ Steward referred to in Matl, 20: 8.
I asked to be my right hand mom. 1 expressed
astonishment at his cablegram, and i
whether he had not received my letters Jan.
2nd, 11th and 81st; told him t t Haman rep-
rescated Shearn in Esther, and Tobish represents
gambin Heb., while Crawford was represented by
Iln allat, and Geshem represented Guard Senr.
_Erm this will change his attitude, for he is
evidently becoming excited. I told him I eould
i:_lc: keep bands off. Now, my beloved Brother
thgn::ery I will be responsible for everything. I
ink you sce enough to see what the Lord has
been, and iy, dm? for me. I believe that you
consider that my deductions from these Books are
correct. Everything that unfolds from them makes
it all the clearer to my mind, that the Lord has
given me the proper light on the books. I did
nhot meation in my cablegram to Brother R, and
that again by for:e:tin , that the congregation
unanimously “vote cun%dence in me, and ap-
g;anl of what I have been doing for them against
hearn and Cuwfprd. Seemingly the Lord per-
mitted this !orgemar again in order that you, as
irman and Brother gleedr, as Secretary, might

other side to keep the wires hot. How
] ever, the
Lord is on our side against all them that rise up
?‘mut - P notice from Tax Tower, that
“r&.thei_ Rutherford is in Santa Barbara, on the
- brdtrl‘l:llnnl}:sc:hltlga? reuhu‘hl:im. I think

i o im mi in i
tl}'or_uuzhly. unid He shows hl‘mm;ﬁo k:r, b':zqu}:':
;{ ﬂ'lr‘t or Brother Rugssell's successor.  Brother
atherford wrote me that the Executive Com-
g‘“f“ is not in existence any longer. I am won-
ering how this is. Seemingly from this, he is
.flun; wholly alone as the authority. It may be
2 :j:'ht but I do not understand it. I think
rr: ='r atherford will come to see the position
{-‘hlﬂfy in & very short time. My cablegram
:'.R morning ought to open his eyes.

o Etéhc Elders and Deacons: I had better see
he ers and Deacons together for part of the
time, and then the Elders alone the rest of the

evening. 'What do you think of Brother Dingl
as an flder and speaker in the Tabernacle? P;:gs:

et me have your opinion. Have you any other
;ecomﬂ'llendllwnt? According to Neh. theyre will
e htwe ve Elders in that congregation, and not
:ng iteen. Not.u:e the passage that speaks of Ezra
:I;“mg with six priests on each side. This is at
thg El:!t" gate, which I understand to refer to
b ¢ Llders. One after another of these gates are
:commg clear to my mind. I have nearly all of
:1,;? nﬂ*._and will have them all, I believe, in due
“Am not at all well. My brain is quite wea
;:d the Lord, seemingly in com ais?on for n?e"
b‘. arranged but one meeting a day for me until
this trip is finished. Annie is a great help to me
.am sure that the Lord has given her to me to
g:vteh:aa much needed relief, If this relief would
ho h“ been forthcoming, I am satisfied I would
ave had a repetition of my 1910 breakdown, but

office, and employed a la
Towrz Biaix AxD
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the Lord will sustain me to finish the work that
he has given me to do.

“I send the family, the associate managers, your
wife and yourself, much Christian love. The t‘fora
bless and keep thee.

“Your brother and servant,
“P. S. L. Jommsow,"

SUIT INSTITUTED WITHOUT AUTHORITY

When Brother Johnson was unable to Influence the
Commissioners he remained quiet for a day or two, and
then suddenly it occurred to him to deny that I had been
elected President of the Watc
Tracr Socizry, He
and write him letters, and
take possession of the mails and money in the London
er and instituted a suit in the
Court of London in the pame of the Warcm

Tract Socery and against Brothers
Crawford, Hemery and Shearn, and the bank where the
Society’s money is kept, and tied up aoll the funds o
Society., Brother Hemery thereupon cabled me as follows:

“Johnson lppl ng court Friday pext for in-
junction restraining bank. Cable us instructions
immediately.”

.. I immediately cabled Brother Hemery to oppose In-
junction and in reply received from him the following
cablegram:

“Am consulting Greenop. Please cable him
direct to oppose injunction and take necessary
steps, reatragﬁng Johnson's il:l!et;feren:e as not
representing Society any capacity.

Thereupon I cabled Mr. Greenop, London solicitor for
the Society, as follows:

“Resist )ohnson’a injunction. Does not rep-
resent Society, Restrain him."” -
On March 24th Brother Hemery cabled me:

“Johnson business frazzled. Situation norma;L
Most money received, Deposits safe. Johnson's
supporters repented. He left Bethel suddenly by
upper room window."”

On the same day Brother Hemery wrote me in detail
a letter, of which the following is a copy:

LETTER FROM OUR LONDON MANAGER
“2¢ March, 1917,
“My Dzar Brotmzz RurHZRFORD — i
“At last I am able to write to you with some
measure of satisfaction with reference to this sad
business which has been the subject of so many
cablegrams exchanged between yourself and us in
London. . .. Wma Wikds
“The immediate situation is this, as my telegram
would indicate. Johnson's rebellion, and his attempt
to seize the whole of the British work, and its funds
in bank dcposits, has failed, though the matter of
the injunction is not yet out of the High Court be-
cause of the question of costs. Judge Peterson ad-
ourned the hearing of the Motion until next Friday.
ut the case will not again come into the Court.
On receipt of your cablegram of the 10th, in which
u imtructcdw me to take full possession, I,
owing something of Johnson's mind, immediately
got in touch with the bank to safeguard the deposit
of £800. I was none too soon: he was there im-
mediately after me, endeavoring to use his letters
from head office to gain control of the money. We
fought for it. At last he issued an injunction
through the High Court for a claim on the money,
and against the bank for withholding it. The writ
was returnable yesterday. However, when the case
came before the judge yesterday, Johnson's counsel
said, after reading my afidavit, that be did not pro-
pose to proceed with his motion; but we here, try-
ing to protect ourselves, had made a little slip, and
thus gave them a chance to haggle over the costs
for the action, and this is all that remains to be
scttled as far as the motion is concerned, This will
mean that the bank account here stands in the names
of Brothers Shearn, Crawford and my own, and this

Towrz Brarr AND
to cable Brother. Ritchies
then proceeded to forcibly
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arrangement will suit very well until any further
readjustment needs ta be made according to what-
ever you may decide to do.

“Now I must tell you how the immediate events
developed  After your telegram giving cancellation
of all Johnsoa's activities, he was quiet for twenty-
four hours or so, then suddenly blossomed out with
the statement that the election of the President of
the Socicty was absolutely out of order. He asserted
his right to sit at the head of the table In the Bethel
family, and in order to make sure of his right, he
went ind sat in the Chair before the family assembled,
I refused to aclmowledge him as having the right
to represent you, and said to the family that this was
open rebellion. I called upon them to give no ad-
herence to the rebellion against yoar authority as
rep the Society. To my surprise most of
the brethren stayed with Johnson, and they continued
to handle the worke That morning Johnson raved
at me for a couple of bours mad dismissed me
half a dozen times or more, His insistence, and his
mouthing, made some of the brethren think that he
was the rﬂon in agthority, and they had, unfor-
tunately, listened to his claim of being the antitype
of many Scripture characters and, as they now sa
for they have repented—they seemed to have lost
their reasoning faculties. It was*about the middle
of the week when I began to discern the true Inward-
ness of the situation, that Johnson was not merely
intending to take control of the office in the meantime,
but that he had an witerior purpose in mind : gain-
ing the whole control of the British field, of its re-
sources, and running o seporate Warcm Towrn

king back I can see many things which show
the working of his mind, but which he carefully hid,
T tried to rally the family, but three brothers stayed
by him, enabling him to carry on the execution of
of the orders, while Brother Cormack preferred, ashe
said, to be neutral, though his neutrality gave him
a good deal of intercourses with Johnson and none
with me. I demanded of them a statement of the
monies received and expended, but was refused this, In
the meantime I was in constant ication with
our solicitors, Messrs, Greenop, doing everything to
safeguard the financial side of our work, and felt
quite assured that, though we might have some
trem:t difficulties, the sum could never be handled

y Johnson, Brothers Shearn and Crawford, as
members of the Council of I. B. 5§, A. and as as-
sociates in the work, were called in. .. .

“Last Saturday I called together in the city a few
of the Elders and D of the London Church,
and told them the sitmation. They immediately be-

n to take steps to relieve the situatlon, and from

unday night last, we have had someone in the house
all the time. A plan we had for the beginning of
the seizing of the mails on Monday morning, failed
through an act of treachery, but we began on Tues-
day morning, and since then every letter delivered
has come through my care. Johnson was furious.
He, and Brother Housden with him, spent much
time in meditating over the situation. I asked again
for the money and statement, believing that the
money was safe in the safe, As refusal was made,
it seemed necessary to take some more stringent
measures, for we had found it impossible to do
anything in the way of arresting Johason for lunacy.

SOCIETY S FUNDS TAKEN FROM SAFE

“So on Wednesday both Brothers Johnson and
Housden having gone to bed rather early, Johnson's
door was held while Brother Cronk, one of our
Elders, and I went up to Housden's room and de-
manded the keys. Two helpers were nearby, and
on Housden's refusal to hand them over, they were
taken out of his pocket, though without any violence,
for he made no resistance. On going down to the
safe, I found the money gone. They had scooped
a deposit of £50 in gold which we had by us, about
£40 which had been given to the relief of the Mili-
tary situation, and which was neither the Society's,
nor the Church's money, and a good sum of about
£150 besides, the takings during the days when they
held the mail. Besides this sum there was a cheque
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of £350, a donation, and which I believe we shall
et save to ourselves, though at the moment there
15 a little doubt. Housden refused to say where
the money was, and we had to talk to him pretty
plainly. He promised however, that he would not
aid Johnson any more. We had spoken to him
about the possibility of the police coming in.
should here tell you that the day before, Brother
Dingel, who had his head twisted with Johnson's
talk, saw the folly of the situati and spologized
and repudiated J oz.mon'l position, He, feeling some
responsibility, had gone up to Brother Housden's
room to plead with him. The window-blind was up,
Brother Dingle switched on the electric light, and
got so busy talking with Housden, that neither of
them noticed that they were breaking the lighting
regulations. About 11.30 p. m. the door bell rang,
and I went down to see what was the matter, A
constable was at the door wanting an explanation
of this violation of the very stringent London light-
ing regulations. He insisted upon seeing those
who were responsible, and I had to take him upstairs.
You can imagine the situation! Here was a con-
stable appearing at the bedroom door immediately
after our talk about the constable coming. How-
ever, that matter was soon over, and the constable
went away, knowing nothing, of course, of our con-
versation

LEAVES BETHEL THROUGH UPPER WINDOW

“About 8 o'clock in the morning Brother Joha-
son’s foot began pounding on the door, and he had
not a great difficulty in driving away the bit of wood
that had been wedged against it to keep him within
bounds,. It had been his habit of late to go wander-
ing about the house between two and four in the
morning, evidently ing If his pos were
safe, for he is a very suspicious character, Brother
Cronk, who was sleeping in along with another
brother, spoke to Johnaon, told him he could go into
the bathroom if he wanted, but he must remember
that he conld not have things his own way, and that
a constable had been up to see Brother Housden the
night before, Of coursa this was a bit ot bluff to
he? - to kee? Johnison within bounds, He went up
to Housden's room, and when he found that Brother
Housden would not come out to him, he to
think there was something wrong with 34, Craven
Terrace. Imstead of fuin into the bathroom, he
hastily dressed himself, left his baggage open, got
out on the balcony, and then the millke deliverers
saw the ludicrous sight of a man in a tall hat and
frock coat mnd, as they said, with gotosbu only,
{etting himself down from the balcony into the street.
It the matter were not so serious, the ludicrous side
comes on this, because it was only the fear for his
skin, impelled by an evil conscience, that made him
do this foolish thing. The front door was loose,
he could have walked down and walked out. We
wondered what had become of him, but one or two
strange telephone messages through the day assured
us that he was standing by the speaker endeavoring
to get some knowledge of his friend, Brother Hous-
den. He turned up at the Court yesterday, and saw
his failure written large across the happenings at
the Court Afterwards he said he was willing to

o back to America, and Brother Housden expressed
is readiness tg go also, putting it as if he thought
he should go to take care of Johnson, but, as I be-
lieve, with the fear in his heart that this embezzle-
ment of the money might bring serious consequences
to him.

“During the day Brother Housden delivered to
Brother Gentle, who had had some talk with him, a
package of money containing about £220 in gold,
treasury notes and other paper, but here seemed a
little trickery, because he has said he was willing
to deliver up the money to me, for Brother Gentle
‘phoned to say that the money had been placed in
his care, but he was to holdel,; ountil he had a note
from Johnson's solicitors giving him liberty to hand
it over. I immedately reminded Brother Gentle of
his danger in handlmgewhat was practically stolen
property, and of what he himself has said to Brother
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Housden on this matter, He had no difficulty in
coming to & decision, and I got the money, £217,
last night. They have paid out £40 to their solicitor
to meet p expenses, but we are asking for
s full statement of receipts mnd expenditures, but
whether we get it or not, we do not know.
The cheque for £3%0, which Brother Housden had
said was in the plc!ufne, was not there—I had the
money counted over in Brother Gentle's presence.
ihgu“ u;z mmeb::et 'b'llem‘ for news res 5e|.in§ tghi.:

e, and may be able to report some efore
this letter is despatched.

Later~Cheque was returned to drawer, and is
safe from Brother Johnson's hands.)

“The costs in this case must be heavy, for
Joh kad to employ mnot oanly Solicitors, but
Counsel. The writ was served on the Bank as well
as us, and they employed their Solicitor and Coun-
sel, and it was necessary that we should do the
same, The law is that a solicitor who enters into
an action of this kind becomes personally re-
sponsible for costs if. this case fails. 1 should
jndﬁ‘ from the look of the Solicitor which they
employed, that he has mot much money, hence his
desire to get £40 to go on with. It may be that
they have paid him more, but I know of no pay-
ment beyond this. Our Solicitors, Messrs, Green-
op, are intending to push this matter somewhat as
a lesson to Brother Johnson's solicitor, and, of
course, in our own interests. Johnson has made
an awful mess of this business, for the Banl's

osition is that the account is really not the

atct  Towrs account, but was under the
control of the crigln:l signatories. The question
of the validity of his letters of accreditation did
not arise, for the simple reason that my affidayit
killed the business. Had this question of validity
been raised at all, probably they would have been
rejected because not notarily signed before the
British Consul in New York. It is not at all likely
that we shall have any further trouble with these
letters, but for safety’s sake it s to be hoped that
the cancellation papers have the British Consal's
signature on them, and you might pote this for
any future use of such papers.

'Johnson speaks of being willing to return to
America, but what his movements will be remain
to be seen. He is foiled in all his efforts, and there
is nothing more ludicrous in the whole business,
and which may be said to be a proper ending to
all his abnormal claims, that this Plenipotentiary—
& word which he has used a hundred times of late—
charged with full ers of authoriry, who for
fear of his skin and with & coward’s heart and an
uneasy conscience getting over the rails outside
his bedroom window with his tall hat escaping
from no danger but that which was created by his
imagination,

A CASE FULL OF LESSONS

“We received him as a good brother, accepting
him at his own estimation of himsell, and now
have to admit that we were imposcd upon, and to
say that he has been here as an imposter, But in
uyln! this, I would not at all have you think that
his life and work here have been that of a hypo-
erite. The whele case is a strange one, and has
been full of lessons to us—the ways of working
of Divine Providencee. From the moment that
Brother Johnson got off the steamer St. Louis
at Liverpool, he ceased not to talk about himself.
It was not easy to measure him, for, being an
unusual man, and the' circumstances being un-
usual, it seemed better to wait until we could know
more of him, For a while he seemed to act ve
cautiously and wisely, but meeting a little opposi-
tion. as he thought, and which perhaps was ac-
tually present, he developed a severe side of char-
acter, From a time when he thought he found
some opposition in Brother Shearm and Craw-
ford, and he had asserted muthority, he visibly
swelled in importance. As I' have previously told
you, I believe that the work he did here, though
done in so rough a fashion, was according to the
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Lord’s providence, and I say this after much time
' for reflection, and even though I am so, nearly
related to the affairs. But the unusual situation
in which Brother, Joh found hi 1f, allowed
his mind to develop very rapidly some things
which had been there for six or seven years. From
time to time he had told me of thoughts in h!s
mind, and of some of the happenings during his
nervous breakdown in 1910. (You will perhaps
remember that whea I was with you in the United
States in 1910 Brother Johnson was then sick,
and I did not sce him.) From what he bas said,
I have. no doubt that he has seen himself in his
‘imagination as successor to Brother Russell T
voices which he heard in 1910 have left their im-
pression upon him. Coming over here he seems
to have thought that his work was antityped by
Ezra's commission to help the spiritual work of
Jerusalem. His smashing blow against Brothers
Shearn and Crawford at once made apparent a
reconstructive work.” It was easy then for him
to think of Nehemiah and rebuilding the walls of
Jerusalem. He seems to have spent almost every
moment of available time in watching his work,
and before he left us the other day, he had found
twenty-five to .thirty instances where, from point
to point in what had been done or said to m
brother until something else was said, filty-two
days had elapsed. It is surely true, as I told him,
that there was some sort o(eonne:tion between
Nchemish and himasclf, not only that both of them
were Jews, but Nehemiah's way of tearing the hair
of his opponents, and in telling the Lord that he
should be remembered in all the work he had done.
After secing himself in Ezra and Nehemiah as,
first his Pilgrim work, le:ondl; his commissioners
work, he began to hint that he had scen a pos-
sible further work, and that this was typified in
Esther, He did not say what it was, but at last
hinted that he thought may be he would be Steward.

CLAIMED TO BE '‘STEWARD’

“Going down to Liverpool, he lost such reserve
as a Plenipotentiary ought to have, and he pro-
claimed himself openly as the “Steward of the
Porable” 1 heard of his cable to you; and of what
he had said, and I immediately, as I informed you,
took a stand.in opposition to his claims, From
that time his hidden scheme Lfot a shock, for he
saw that he would have little hope of making
great progress here as a leader if 1 were not with
him. He tried to coax, cajole, and to some ex-
teat by flattery, but on my refusal to p i
one little bit, he came in open opposition. I can-
not say that Brother Johnson is insane, but there
is a sort of madness of pride that is in his heart.
That he lacks balance is clear, for he would not
have sent such telegrams had his mind been in
proper balance. He has played for high stakes,
and there seemed to his mind two weeks ago, &
chance of winning his game. Now he is a pricked
bubble. I regret to have to_say that I have no
confidence in him whatever. He has such cunning
which is not insanity, and he is so capable of at-
tending to his affairs, that I see no other conclu-
sion but to say that he has been attempting a
great imposture upon those whom he hoped would
be with him, and by whom he hoped to continue
his scheme.

“There has been no greater surprise to me in
all this strange business that certain members of
our family should cast in their lot with him. I
mentioned the name of Brother Cormack in my
cablegram to you. He has, to my mind, taken an
ignoble part-in this sad business. Instead of tak-
ing the only stand that could be taken by one
who was loyal to the work, for some reason or
other as between himself and the Lord he said
he preferred to wait until Brother Johnson's can-
cellation papers should be here. In other words
he ignored your tele&nmo and the telegrams
which were sent over the signature of the Warce
Towrz Soarry. Brothers Dingle and Guiver
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who gave me great diupﬁoinhncnl by their ac-
tion, have come to see the foolishness of their
way in aiding Brother Johnson, and have ex-
Enued deep and, as I believe, sincere apologies.

rother and Sister Cormack are the only ones
In the house who are waiting for the cancellation
of Johnson's papers, for Johnson is, of course,
out of the house, and Brother Housden has gone
home, I believe that if Brother Cormack, whose
long association with the work should have given
him a more decisive character, had taken the only
stand that could properly be taken, that neither
Brothers Dingle nor Guiver would have been so
led astray by Johnson's words, and==I rather
think—promises, I do not know what to say
about Brother Cormack. The situation here under
the National Service Scheme is that no one can
take on a new employee unless by special per-
mission. I do not feel it right that Brother Cor-
mack should stay longer in the home, and [ am
doubtful about his staying om in the Pilgrim
service. I do not feel that I can commend him
to your favorable consideration, but I am glad
to think that you know him, and know of his long
service In the cause of the Truth, and also to be-
lieve that the Lord will guide you as to what you
may decide In his case. In respect to Brothers
Dingle and Guiver, I feel that their repentance
is 80 sincere that I would suggest they be allowed
to continue in the work in such way as may
seem good here. Brother Guiver so far has been
saved from the operation of the Military Service
Act, because of an endeavor we made to save
some of our helpers. If his work here Is dis-
continued, he immediately comes under the claims
of the 'Milinrg. Brother Dingle is beyond age,
and we would be thrown under the National Serv-
ice scheme aforementioned. But I believe their
hearts are now nfhl. though their standing in the
Church will surely be affected. As for Brother
Housden, I do not know yet where he stands.
He has returned the money, but I believe it is
more for fear of what he has done than belief
in the fallacy of Brother Johnson's claims, I want
to keep in touch with him to save him, if this
is possible. In the meantime we are now quite
capable of going on with our work as in normal
times. Brother Kirkwood can do the general
office work—the execution of orders, ete., and he

s a very useful brother, We have good steno-
graphic help, and indeed, have no difficulties in
the work,

“As I wish that you should have the foregoing
a3 s00n a3 possible, this portion of my letter is
now mailed. The second portion shall be sent
shortly. Initl shall hope to give you my thought
of the relation of this matter to the general work
in the country, and an account of the Church in
Londen, and, I hope, information of Brother
Johnson's return.

“In the meantime, with warm love in the Lord,
and prayers that the Lord will guide you in all
your way, I am, dear Brother Rutherford,

“Your brother and servant in Him,
“J. Hzumy,”

BROTHER JOHNSON LEAVES ENGLAND

Brother Johnson, as seen from the above, left the
London Bethel and his whereabouts were unknown, until
on April 4th when the following cablegram was received
from Brother Hemery, dated London:

“Discovered Johnson sailed (Steamshi St.
Louis Satnrd.nr."' . i

Lexmir_lg' thus that Brother Johnson was on his way
to America, it was arranged that brethren should meet
him at the dock and bring him to Bethel. I had been
personally requested by his wife to keep him here until
::: :;fc.c:eu‘d. :Vhen he aglpured in the Bethel Home,

intents and purposes he was sane upon e int
except himself. He asked me if he milhtphlve': el:roil::c
before the Board. I called the members of the Board to
the Study, and several other brethren, and we listened
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to Brother Johnson for two hours. I preseated to him
a :ory of the cablegram which he had sent me wherein
he claimed to be the “Steward” of Matt. 20:8, and asked
him if he sent it After much effort be finally acknow!-
edged that he did.

On another occasion the Board and other brethren sat
and listened to Brother Johnson for two hours describing
how the Seriptures foreshadowed his experience in Eng-
land, and his activities there. It was the unanimous con-
sent of all present that Brother Johnson was of unsound
mind, I-then stated to him, in the presence of the others,
in substance: Brother Johnson, for the purpose of this
matter we will concede that you thowght you had author-
ity to do what you did in Great Britain, and that you
were acting honestly. ‘Let us drop the matter now and
not think of it any more. We all shook hands kindly,
and he went to his room. He continued in the Bethel
home uninterrupted for two months, except on one oc-
casion he announced at the table that he is tha “Steward
mentioned in Matt. 20:8, but in a few days thereafter
withdrew the statement. Our hope was that he was re-
covering, and we rejoiced. .

THE BEGINNING OF TROUBLE IN AMERICA

“However, some time near the latter part of June he
approached me in the dining room and said, “I feel able now
to go back to England and take up my work there.” I replied,
“Brother Johnson, you are mot going back to England; you
have no work there.” He {nsisted that he should go, buat I
told him that he could not go. He left me then, with the
statement that he would appeal to the Board. (On July 25,
1017, Brother Johnson admitted to me that his _lﬁpetlintg to
the Board is at the bottom of the trouble with Brothers
Ritchie, Hinlz Wright and Hoskins.) In about two days be
came back and insisted that I call a meeting of the Board of
Directors; that he might appear before them. I declined
to do so, saying to him that the matter was entirely
closed; the Society would not send him back to England,
and the best thing for him to do would be to remain
quiet. When I firmly refused to call the Board he be-
came agitated and said: “You are & usurper and I will
appeal to the Board and [ will see that [ have a hearing”;
or words to that effect. The next morning he approached
me in the dinine room and handed me a paper,.of which
the following is a copy:

“Brooklyn, N. Y., June 183, 1017T.
“Deaz BrotHER RUTHERFORD :—

"“We, the underliged members of the Board
of the W. T. B. & T. 5. herewith kindly request
that you call a meeting of this Board to hear
Brother Johnson on his activities in Great Britain
and to examine the facts of the case. We will be
glad to have you call this meeting at as early a
date as possible.

“Praying the Lord’s blessing on our deliberations
on this matter to the end that it may be to the
Lord’s glory and the good of the cause we all love,
we remain with much love,

“Your Brethren and Servants in the Lord,
“Isaac_F. Hosxxys,
“A. I. Rrrcare,
“R. H. Hms=,
“]. D. Wnicrt.”

This paper had been written bifz Brother Johnson himself,
and he had taken it to Brothers Hoskins, Ritchie, Hirsh and
‘Wright, and had them to sign it, asking me to a meeting
of the Board, when two of these brethren sat at the same
table with me at every meal, and one just immediately to
my left, and all four of them in the dining room regularly
and could easily have spoken to me direct about the meeting.
They had not mentioned this matter of a meeting to Brother
Van Amburgh, who is also a member of the Board. It
seemed rather a strange thing that they should (ake this
procedure, 50 I called them inta the drawing room for a
conversation about the matter. These four brethren insisted
that | call a meeting of the Board of Directors to
hear Brother Johnson. I finally told them that the matter
had already been closed; that it was not a matter for the
Board now to take up; it was folly to think about sending
Brother Johnson back to England; that he should not go;
and that I would not permit him to force a meeting of the
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Board in the way that he was Eoc:edin;; but I asked the
four brethren named to have an interview with him and go
over the facts if desired and report the same at a mect-
ing of the Board. I thereupoa delivered to them the com-

limits of possibility for you to come over your-
self. You know how we would welcome you, and
what a comfort and help "rlm would bring us. The
Lord would take care of you crossing over if he

lndm:ﬁntﬁulnmthermud

missioners
other documents upon case.
COMMISSIONERS EXPRESS VIEWS

The following letters from Brothers Mah:‘l;(me, McCloy

and Warden, three of the C I w d into
the Loodon affair, also letters from other -epresenta
British bﬂthruhsﬁow how Brother Johnson would be re-
ceived in Great Britain now:

*Glasgow, 4th July, 1917,
“My Dzazx Broterz RuTEmarow :—

“Grestings! In my lwle note to guu on
appointment to be President of the Society 1 in-
[ and let you know how we are getting on
at alunv. Since thea, however, mt has
transpired and somehow I delayed writing antil
now, .

“You are often in my thoughts, and am con-
stantly remembering you at the throne of Heav-
“ji race, realizing more than ever your need
elp and strength in the arduous duties that
devolve upon you B

“I would like to express to you my apprecia-
tion of your confidence in me in selecting me as
one of the Commissioners in connection with the
London difficulties, and my willingness to do

that I could in the matter; and I would
like to tell you how much I appreciated your
calm, charit judgment, and your firm but lov-
ing recommendations to those concerned, and my
regret that they did not fall in with them at
once., I enclose copy of letter that I wrote to
Brother Crawford (after your judgment had been
communicated to him) in reply to some letters
I had from him; this letter will indicate to you
nz_;iew of the whole matter. A

* “Brother P. S. L. Johnson was evidently used of
the Lord in bringing to light much of the discord
and lack of harmony that existed in the London
Tabernacle and Office, but he surely did not go
about the matter in the right way, He came to
us with great messages of love and comfort and
to encourage us, but am afraid he did not by any

d in his mission; he rather caused a
great trial to come upon the brethren.

“He began his work well, and we were all im-
pressed with his earnestness and zeal, and it may
be we took too much out of him, and so helped
to bring about his breakdown.

“Some of the statements he made, such as who
he was and what he was, and that only himself
and Brother Russell got the truth apart from the
Scurrune Stupies, or could get it, made us wonder
what he waated to be at, and then when we
heard of his doings and sayings at London we
concluded the poor brother had gone off his head,
and suspended arrangements to have him with us
in St Andrew's Hall Then when I went to Lon-
don and saw and heard of his actings there I had
no further doubt but that his mind was unhinged.

f course, we do not blame our dear Brother
Johnson; he was not responsible, but really what
took place after that and before his departure to
the United States was the most undignified con-
duct of any brother I have ever heard tell of. It
was a great relief to know he had ultimately re-
turned to Brooklyn, and I sincerely hope he is
getting restored to health and strength of body
and mind, and that his heart is right.

“Some one has said that he ZBrother Johnson)
feels that there is more work for him to do in Britain,
Well 1 feel sure that. if he comes over again having
the same great ideas of himself, and such small ideas
of mostly everybody else, he would neither be wel-
come nor & help here, but if he is fully restored and
has now the mind of Christ Jesus (the humble mind)
we would all be delighted to have him again. But
dear Brother Rutherford, is it not within the

o
dPlgltld that, I hoped to write you more fully

wants us to get a verbal message through you.
“Now 1 have said nothing about how we are
getting on at Glasgow, and will not wait to
write much now, only to tell you that there is a
good deal of harmony in our midst, and we are
endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace. The number of those who are
appreciating the Berean Studies so especially
commended by our dear Brother Russell and so
warmly recommended by you, is increasing, and

“those of us who have learned to appreciate these

fully are waiting on the Lord, greatly desiring
that the blessings obtained through these Studies
may extend to all
“With much love to you and to all,
“Yours in the one great Hope,
“Girarzr MacxEnzie”

“Birkenhead, June 20, 1917,
“My Drazx Baormzz RUTHERFORD :—

“Have just seen our Brother R. G. Smith and
glad to get your love. I am very pleased to hear
that Brother Paul Johnson is improving in health
and hor the rest may do all that is required for him.
He tells me that it is Brother Johnson's wish to
return to this country to correct the wrong im-

ressions he made here. His desire is good, but
?think it would be a very unwise procedure in-
deed, and I feel sure with your sounder judgment

ou will not permit him to come over here again
or & food long time, until his visit has died a
natural death. If his interpretation of the Serip-
ture is as when he was here, it would only result
in disturbance instead of a comfort to the brethren.
I am sure Brot_lur Johmt_m would see the wisdom
gf Iour reasoning, if he is now well ia mind and

ody. .

“l am sure, dear brother, your hands must be
full just now, but we all pray for you and feel sure
the Lord will give you all you need. Faith can
firmly trust Him, come what may. Is Brother
Johnson in communication with Brother Housden
and inﬂuenc{.hl; him in his views? I am inclined
to think so. don't think he should do that now.

“Now my beloved brother in the Lord accept
our united love.

“Yours in the same hope,
“Tromson McCrov."

“Dumbreck, Glasgow.
“Dean BrotrRrzz Rurmenromp:—

*“l have heard that Brother Johnson has the
desire to return to Great Britain to finish what he
considers his work here.

“Previous to’ Brother Johnson's dismissing
Brother Sheatn and Brother Crawford from the
office in London I rececived a letter from him
which I read to the Elders of the Glasgow Class,
who were all unanimous in the opinion that
Brother Johnson's mind had lost its balance, and
we accordingly icated with London and
cancelled a meeting arranged for him in the St.
Andrews Grand Hall, Glasgow. The incidents that
hagpeued from then up to the time of Brother
Johnson's departure from Great Britain further
confirmed us in the decision that we had come to,
and personally think it would be to the advant-
age of the brethren here if Brother Johnson did
not return at present.

“We at Glasgow, with many of the other classes,
have little dificulties of our own at present, and
it is only with special care and the spirit of the
Lord being manifested amongst us that these difi-
culties can be l:gusted to the benefit of the breth-
ren, and unless Brother Johnson has improved in
his health I do not think he would be of any help
to us. This does not mean that Brother Johnson
was of no assistance to the brethren when he




firat came to Britain: in fact, I am of the opinion
he helped us over here in many ways, but mean-
time we do not see any reason to agree with his
interpretation of the Scriptures regarding “the
steward.”

“We daily remember ¥you, dear brother, before
the Throne of Grace, having some idea of the many
difficulties that you have to contend with, and
how much you will need to use that wisdom
which cometh from above. May our Iovinf
Father contioue to guide and direct you in all
your labors of love for his dear children.

“Yours in One Hope,
W, O. Wazpen,"

NOT WANTED AGAIN IN ENGLAND

. “Manchester, June 30, 1917,
“My Dzaz Buotmzz RUTHERFORD :—

“Greetings in our dear Lord. .

“The purpose of my writing at present is just
to give you some idea of the influence our Brother
Paul Johnson exercised when on his Pilgrim trip
in Great Britain.

“The frst time I came in contact with him was
at the Manchester Convention last New Year.
While I could see he was a brother of great ability,
yet I was not fully satisfied with his presentations,
particularly his interpretation and application of
the Parable of the Penny., He evidenced great
loyalty to our dear Brother Ruassell, which pleased
me much. Yet there was as I have proved since,
an over statement of just what were gur dear Pas-
tor's views. I met him later at Glasgow and Aber-
deen, and then finally spent two days with him
here in Manchester. These two days proved to be
"E‘“‘ui“ and just weat to prove some of my
earlier suspicions regarding his mental condition.
You are of course conversant with the fact of
his several claims which it is not necessary for me
to further detail, but my purpose is to write and
say that instead of his presence being a comfort to
the brethrea it proved rather the reverse. Had
he been allowed to continue his tour further the
result must have been serious trouble in many
of the Churches. I can assure you that if it were
proposed for his returm to Great Britain most of
the classes would request that he be not received.
If Brother Johnson feels he has a work to do in
this country it is certainly not the Lord's work
unless he has altered his many strange interpre-
tations and personal applications. He told us in
Manchester here that it was his sure belief that
Brother Russell had been exalted to the Lord's
right hand and that the left had been reserved for
ANOTHER.

“You must understand the spirit in which I am
writing you this note and trust it may be help-
ful for you at this time.

“Your brother by His grace.
“Jonx J. CocHmAN."

A letter from Brother Hemery, dated London, June

1917, says:

“Brother Johnson came to us as if charged with
a special mission to comfort the British brethren.
It was quite apparent that he had a considerable
idea of his privilege, and also of his ability to do
this work. It was strange to me that his.public
ministry was so unproductive, and that from al-
most every point of view. He neither comforted
the public, nor, except in the earliest part of his
ministry, the brethren amongst whom he minis-
tered. His later claims put him out of the means
of being 2 help to the brethren, for they want to
be faithful to the channel which the Lord has
given, and they could not understand anyone at-
tempting to set themselves up as the Lord's
channel, and yet in opposition to the main spokes-
man for that channel. Brother Johnson might
think that I am speaking my own feelings when
I say thus, but I am putting these out of account,
and looking at the matter from the point of view
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of the Lord's work as I see it. I am very sure
that if I were to ask the representative brethren
of the country, they would, with & unanimous
voice say, ‘Do not on any account send us
Brother fohnson.' His talents were esteemed;
he himself was also esteemd until he put forward
his strange claims, and showed so clearly that
he had & desire for place and power. A return
visit now, even if he were quite right in his at-

- titude, would be too near his former mistakes in
Eoint of time, and such a ministry would inevitably
e received with suspicion, and would fail of its
desired effect.”

OTHERS DISCOVERED IN CONSPIRACY

Early in the Spring of 1917 Brother Ritchie made a pilgrim
trip to the Northern States and portions of Canada. Re-
?o_m be&u: to come in that he was astating to some of the

riends that a division was taking place at the Bethel Home,
and that had be been elected as an officer of Tz Warce
Towea Bisex anp Tracr Socikry he would have considered
himself a member of the Great Company Class. These re-
ports came from numerous sources and were calculated to
disturb. I had a personal talk with Brother Ritchie about
the matter, in the presence of Brothers Van Amburgh and
Pierson. He acknowledged that he had made such state-
ments, but promised to do so no more. But within a week
he wviolated that promise making a similar statement to
Brother Hazlett, A short time before that, Brother Sturgeon
}ud made & statement to me that it was generally understood
in the Bethel Home that I had used gpolitical methods to
secure my election as President of the Society. Pressed for
names of gome who said s0, he gave the name of Brother

ie. On a certain morning at breakfast, while Brother
Pierson was present I mentioned the matter publicly to the
family, and thereupon Brothers Pierson, Van Amburgh and
Macmillan, who had cast most of the votes at the conven-
tion, each in turn made a statement that I had mever so
much as spoken to them about the election prior thereto.

I take this occasion to say that there is no person on earth
who can truthfully say that I ever asked them directly or
indirectly to vote for me. I thoroughly believed that whom-
soever was selected to that position would be selected by
the Lord, and I would not permit anyone to be influenced
by anything I should say, .

Brother Sturgeon further called in question the fact that
some of the classes had elected me as counselor, saying that
I was creating an office in the Church in order to gain
ﬁr!ﬂlyl and power. I tried in kindness to point out to the

rother that I had no desire or intention along the lines he
mentioned; that I am a counselor by profession, and have
been for more than 25 years; that [ was counselor for several
years for Brother Russell, and the Society; as well as serving
many of the friends throughout the country in this same
capacity.

For more than thirty years, the President of TeE WaTcE
Towmz Bistex AND Tract Sociery managed its affairs ex-
clusively, and the Board of Directors, so-called, had little to
do. This is notsaid in criticism, but for the reason that
the work of the Society peculiarly requires the direction of
one mind. There are so many small details that if several
g:r!uns had to direct them, more than half the time would

used in consultation. This was clearly demonstrated by
the Executive Committee, and it was found that it took three
men two hours a day what one could do in a third of that
time, because of the time consumed in consultation about
details, and these Urethren on the committee worked in exact
harmony at the same time. .

In harmony with the expressed wishes of the Shareholders
voiced by unanimous vote at the election in Pittsburgh,
January 6, 1917, as the President of THE Watca Tower Brere
ANp Tracr Sociery I have attempted to manage the affairs
thereaf. How well I have succeeded it is not necessary for
me to say. On the 17th of July, 1917, I made a report to
the full Board of Directors as to what had been accomplished,
and ‘amongst other things pointed out how I had been enabled,
by the Lord's grace, to save the Society since the death of
Brother Russell more than $50,000, It will be readily under-
stood that this is not due to mismanagement on any one's
tart; but after Brother Russell's death, he having peculiar

nowledge of the affairs, necessarily it was with difficulty
that anyone would attempt to take them up. We found some
arrangements made with outside parties concerning certain
work, which partics attempted to repudiate contracts or to
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claim damages; and out of two of these cases $40,000 in

cash was saved. Out of another matter which required

and had it been necessary to

Directors it would Iroblhlr

of it. In addition to

taxrs which el gribatly e

will probably save the

e g:‘l; Wﬁ&u the time- men-

was permitted recover, a tested case,

more than $5,000 for the Society. It was also my privilege

to handle a lawsuit in Los Angeles in.behalf of some of the

ted in a great witness to the Truth.

In addition to this I had been giving attention to the ar-

rangement of the fom{n work, and was enabled to make

better progress therein because of my personal acquaintance

ers in these countries, having visited each

- European m more than once, It would have taken me

much bﬂﬂ acquaint others with the facts than to attend
to the bus myself.

¢ to Brother Russell's death he removed
from th {

¢ management of the office and
him at some work at the Bethel Home, and placed
Martin as cfice manager.

BROTHER RUSSELL'S ARRANGEMENT
CONTINUED

rother
er

B
Brome

The following extract from the minutes of November 7,
1916, will be of interest:
“The following resolution was presented to the
Board by Brother Isaac Hoskins, to wit:
“Warazas, Pastor C. T. Russell, the President of
this Corporation, on the 16th day of October, 1916,
reorganized the working force of the office at 17
Hicks St, and also the work at the Bethel Home on
Columbia Heights, and designated certain persons to
be in charge of the respective departments of the
work, to wit: i
“Brother A. I Ritchie to have the oversight of
the Library Office; the Parlor, and all visitors on
important business at the Bethel Home, ete.: to
handle such mail as may be addressed to Brother
Russell; and to receive telegrams;
“Brother R. J. Martin to have supervision over
the office force and the work at the Tabernacle at
17 Hicks St.;
“Brother J. L. Cocke as Superintendent of the

m‘g?ne Company and the work in connection

“Brother Emerson to have charge of the geatin
of the Bethel Family at the tables, and the care o

the baking for the Family, under the supervision of
Brother Macmillan;

“Brother Baker, under the supervision of Brother
Macmillan, to have the care of all the food supplies
for Bethel, including coal, butter, ete.; also of the
laundry, v and such other work as may

be directed by Brother Macmillan:

“Sister Roberts to have supervision of the Bethel
affairs as Matron, and to take supervision of the
gisters and the work in the dining room and the
house work in smzrll. except the parlor; under the
luzm-hlon of Brother Macmillan:

Awp Wereas, It is the sense of this Board to
continue said departments in the same manner as was
left by Brother Russell;

“Trexzrore, 3z It Rescrven, That the persons
above named be, and they are hereby requested to
continue to hold their respective somionl and per-
form the duties required thereunder, and to make
report to the Executive Committee, through its repre-
sentative, until further order of the Board of
Directors. <
“Brother Hosking moved the adoption of the
mlm whir.lh mxg’nd&i tﬁr Bl:ther Pierson,
was mously a oar

“Motion was made by Brother Van Amburgh, and
seconded Brother Wright, that Brother A. H.
Macmillan appointed to the position of Repre-
sentative of the Executive Committee, to perform
such duties as said Executive Committee shall direct,
and to report to said committee from time to time
upon request. Unanimously carried.”

Among other changes, Brother Russell took Brother
Hoskins out of the Colporteur Department, and assigned him
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to other work. He brought Brother Macmillan in off a
Pilgrim journey asked him to take charge of the office
work as General Supervisor and as the President’s repre-
sentative in all about the work of the Society at
headquarters, We here produce his letter to Brother
Macmillan as well as_a fac-simile of his sutograph letter to
the Tabernacle and Bethel force, also a letter of instruc-
‘(il?i‘cc to Brother Martin, who succeeded Brother Ritchie as

Manager,
v “August 5, 1916,
“Mr. A. H, MACMILLAN,
Brandoaville, W, Va.
“DeAr BroTHER MACMILLAN i— :

“Yours of the 2nd Inst. is at hand. Having mean-
tioned the matter to you, I asked the Lord to direct
you as ll!lplfﬂ.l ei:}lcrlumlmg or dei.lmm the
suggestion. I accordingly accept your reply as be
mgfudintion of the Lord's w?n in the matter, l‘:ﬁ
bit_!'&ou a hearty welcome.

hen may we ex you?

“With much Christian love to yourself and family
and all the friends in the Truth in those parts, as
ever, .

*Your brother and servant in the Lord,

“C. T. Russme.”

\Z...ae./a...:z.._.f
Loy Dadny ks
STk
o “.,/,.z.,{”t..-ﬂ-u—-
#MM.A“M«.J@;
.t.,:..;-“:z,n.--d.m?-a;..:__.:
4.4.7---4 22-‘4—'—;.
2 7 .j
I niln.

“October 18, 1918,

-“:‘/"‘ 22/,¢

-

“Deaz BrotHER MARTIN (—

“While as you know Brother Macmillan in ﬁlli:_iﬁ
the office of Assistant to the President has a gene
supervision of all of the work, yet in Brother
Ritchie’s absence there onught to be some person
there at the Tabernacle who would have a_special
supervision of the affairs (co-operating with Brother
Macmillan), It Is my request, dear brother, that
you accept this position, which I am sure, in connec-
tion with a certain portion of the mail, will keep you
v:_t'{v_lmly. ¢

ith Christian love,

“Your brother and servant in.g-:c Lord,

T. Russee”

THE LORD'S BLESSING HAS FOLLOWED

Brother Macmillan accepted this position as Assistant to
the President and has performed his duties well, and through
the efficiency of himself and Brother Martin in carrying
out instructions which Brother Russell gave a_short time
before his departure, the office to-day is on a strict efficiency
basis and is mmqea better than it has ever heretofore been,
to my knowledge. The whole office is happy and harmonious
and doing splendid work. After my election as President I
deemed it the Lord’s will that I should keep everyone in the

_position where Brother Russell had placed him, if possible.

ence Brother Macmillan was appointed to the same position
he held with Brother Russell. and he has proven faithful
and loyal. Brothers Hoskins and Hirsh brought to me com-
piaints against Brother Macmillan. When I went into the
office as President I made the rule to receive no accusations
against a brother or sister unless the cne accused was
present to defend himself or herself. T so announced this
rule to Brother Hirsh, and said to him, “If you desire to
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bring any accusations against Brother Macmillan let us three
o now and talk the matter over.” He declined to do this.
n_three different occasi e_attempted to talk to me
against Brother Macmillan and I declined to listen unless
Brother Macmillan be present, as that seemed to me the
Lord's appointed way. The brother became quite incensed
agumF t futhg“ Mmumllm. dhaad
or more ee months after election everythin
with the Board of Directors was ru?uiiux u::o«:athhr':',‘r Wg
have met more frequently than the Board ever met in
Brother Russell's day, as is indicated from the following
few extracts from the Minates:

At a_meeting of the Board of Directors held November 7,
1918, Present: Brothers A. I. Ritchie, A. N. Pierson, J. D.
Wright, W. E. Van Amburgh, H. C, Rockwell, I, F. ﬁoukim
and J. F. Rutherford.

Again, November 17, 1916, there was a Board meeting to
pass on some formal matter.

A meeting held December 18, 1916—all the members being
resent. inutes show that Brother Hoskins made the fol-
owing motion and seconded by Brother Wright, which was
duly carried, “that the Executive Board be directed to report
to the Board of Directors at any meeting of the Board upon
any matter which the Board might req the C itte
to report. .

On January 4, 1917, meeting of the Board of Directors.
All the members present, except Brother Hoskins, who was
sick. At that time the matter of disposing of the Drama to
Brother John G. Kuehn was discussed and a motion to sell
the game was unanimously carried—all present voting for it.

The contract for the sale of the Drama was signed by
Brother Ritchie, a3 Vice President, and Brother Van Am-
burgh, as Secretary and Treasurer.

On_ January 19, 1917, there was a joint meeting of the
Board of Directors of both TEx Warca Towxz Bisz AND
Tract ey and the Purrrr AsociatioN, at which

ting the luticns and by-laws passed at the annual
meeting held at Pittsburgh were adopted and spread upon
the reeord by the Board of Directors, and was unanimously
carri

anuary 31, 1917, a meeting of the Board of Directors was
held, at which certain matters of the Society was passed upon.

On February 3, 1917, a meeting of the Board of Directors
was held, at which meeting Brother Ritchie made a report
concerning the Angelophone Co.,, of which he was in charge.

There was then in the bank to the credit of the Angelophone
Co. approximately $18,000 of the Society’s money. Brother
Ritchie proposed that this be turned over to him and he
would assume the obligations of the Angelophone Co. and
ammgt to have the parties who made the contracts with the
I. B. S. A. substitute him for the Society and the I B. S. A,
and he would conduct the business in his own name, Brothers
Rgijuhi‘d.md Wright voted for such a proposition, but it was
rejecte

Subsequently, the Angelico Co. was turned over to Brother

ke, the Society reserving the records and all rights
thereto, Brother Cooke taking only the right to manufacture
and sell our machines, which the Association or the Society
has no nght to do. Brother Cocke stated that thiv was the
original idea of Brother Russell

On February 8, 1917, the Board met—all present—at which
time the resignation of Brother Rockwell was offercd. Tt
was filed and no action taken. At that meeting the motion
was unmimouﬂy carried not to complete the sale ot the
Drama to the Mena Film Co., but to take it back.

Feburary 16, 1317, the Board met again,

March 29, 1917, there was another meeting of the Board of
Directors. . ’

The record shows that at this meeting Brother Rutherford
reported the condition of the work in England and the situa-
. tion in reference to Brother Johnson and what he had done.
April 16, 1917, was the next meeting.

SEEDS BEGIN TO BRING FORTH

Some time about the latter part of April Brother Hirsh
began to show a desire to exercise authority upon the Board
and to transact the duties of the Executive Officer. I gently
called his attention to the fact that the matter mentioned was
entirely within the. province of the Executive and not a
matter for the Board to attend to. This displeased him.
Later he brought to me a letter he had written to a hrother,
in which he stated in substance that the Board of Directors
were the managers and the President was subject %o their
control, I kindly remarked to Brother Hirsh that it was
hardly in harmony with the facts and that I did not see the
necessity of sending out such a letter. That displeased him.

Drooxurx, N. Y.

Similar objections were made by Brother Hoskins and on
sev occasions he stated that "We'I the Board, are the
managers and we will give the orders.”

Notwithstanding the shareholders at Pittsburgh passed a
by-law declaring .¢hat the President shall always be the

ecutive Officer of the corporation and General Manager,
which by-law was later passed the Board of Directors,
these brethren disregarded the same and insisted that the
Board should manage the Society’s affairs, I tried to-reason
with _them, but in vain. On the 20th of June a meeting of
the Board was called for the purpose of hearing the report
of the Committee on Brother Johnson's wvisit to England.
After this business was disposed of satisfactorily to all per-
sons, Brother Hirsh drew from his pocket a resoluticn which
he had prepared in advance and offered the same, which
resolution provided that the management of the corporation
should be taken out of the hands of the President, and that
the Board should take charge and give directions as to what
should be done. Brother ﬁ:!kiru said, “We have been con-
sulting lawyers and we know what we can do,” I tried to
point out to them that such a resolution would be overriding
the wishes of the shareholders at large, To this they re-
plied, “The Board of Directors are not enswerable to the
shareholders.” Brother Pierson then kindly remonstrated,
uz;\"ng: “Brethren, I think we had belter not to_disturb
what the shareholders have dome” After considerable dis-
cussion it was agreed among all J,muu that the Board should
adjourn for one month, at which time the question would be
taken up and settled, Brother Pierson announcing that it
would be inconvenient for him to return before a month,

When in conversation with Brother Johnson he stated to
me that he could take a Pilgrim trip. I asked the office to
make out a route for him, which was done, and the friends
notified along the way. On the same day a pilgrim route was
made out for Brother Hoskins for two weeks, He was doing
practically mothing, and the optortnn.itia for service being
good, we thought it well that he go out on a m 1 was
taking a trip for the same two weeks, We adl Brother
Hoskins to go. The next morning I received a note from
Brother Hoskins, declining to e this pl'ignm-t:rip. The
same morning I met Brother Johnson in the dining room
and he approached me, saying, “I do not feel able to go on
this prlgrim trip.” I suggested that he have only onz meeting
a day, and that he go as far as Columbus, his_home, as he
had not seen his wife since last November, Then he said,
“Mo, I decline té go I said, “Brother Johnson, some of
the friends in the house believe that you are fomenting
trouble, and that you are engineering a conspiracy to try to
break up the work here as you did in Grear Britain. Now
I ask you, in the interest of peace and harmony, that you
go away from Bethel.” He replied, “T decline to do it: the
Lord is displeased with you; you are a usurper: I will not
ro."” I said. “Brother Johnson, I demand that you
leave the Bethel -Home.” He retorted, “T appeal to the
Board of Directors,” and left me. The next morning Brother
Johnson came to me and said, can't we talk this matter
over?” T said, “Very good. but I have not time now.” He
began to say a few words about my being a usurper and the
Lord being displeased with me, and I replied. “Brother John-
son, the Lord is my Iludxe and not you." Then in a heated
manner he said, shaking his finger at me, "#¢ are consulting
lawyers and we know what we can do with you" Brother
Martin and Brother Eshleman were near by and T called
them to witness what he said, but he left in anger and re-
fused to repeat it.

WOULD FORCE HIS RETURN TO GREAT
BRITAIN

The_verY same day, to wit, June 21, 1917, I received the
following letter:
“Bethel, June 21, 1017,
“Dear BrotHER RUTHERFORD :—
“In view of matters which require early attention,
we, the undersigned, request that you call a meeting
of the Board of Directors of Tez Warce Towm
Biote anp Tract SocTteTY to convene not later than
Wednesday, June 27th. This will allow ample time
to notify all the members of the Board. *

“A. 1. Rrrenre,
“7. D. Wricar,
“R. H. Hmsx,

*I. F. Hosxins.”

Tn reply to this letter I spoke to the brethren personally,
saying it would not be convenient to have a meeting be-
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cause Brother Pierson could not come. They came next
day and insisted that I should call the mecting anyhow. I
told them I would write Brother Pierson and sce if he could
come. His reply was that he could not, because he had
made arrangements with his son to remain at his place of
business until the middle of July. Later, I reccived from
said brethren the following letter:

“Bethel, June 27, 1017,
“Dear BrotHEr RUTHERFORD:—

“Whereas the former petition did not meet with
the President's spproval, we, the undersigned, mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of Tue Warch
Towen Brarz ano Tracr Soctery, hereby repeat our
request for a meeting of the Board, on the follow-
ing grounds: That we, members of the Board of
Directors, desire information regarding the “Tem-
ple,” also in respect to the financial condition of
the Society, and other matters of importance—Con-
ventions, etc.; and for the transa-tion of such other
busi of the Society a3 might properly come be-
fore the Board.

“It is not, however, our thought at this meeting
to attempt to pass on the unfinished business of the
previous meeting of the Board. .

“While Brother Ritchie was in favor of leaving
the unfinished business of the last meeting, until a
later meeting of the Board, in July, still he insisted
that according to our request, you should be respect-
ful of our petition and call a meeting of the Board
of Directors to-day.

“A. 1. Rrremr,

“{. D. Whaenr,
“Isaac F. Hosxkins,
H. Hnsu."

To this I replied as follows:

“Mrssus, A. 1. Rrrerre, B H. Hsm, )

I. F. Hosxiws axp J. D. WaicrT, ®
“Bethel.

“Dear Barrmes i—

“Your note of this date, handed to me after the
noon meal by Brother Hirsh, is before me, in which
you request a meeting of the Board to-day on the
ground stated therein

“As to the financial condition of the Society, no
one could give that information in detail except
Brother Van Amburgh, and he is out of the city.
I have no information of any consequence that I
could give you

“As to the Conventions, etc, all the information
that I have I furnished to the Editorial Committee,
and it is now in print, except the programs, which
the Pllgrim Department. with Brother Macmillan,
is now making up. I will req them to submit to
you & copy of the Program, or anything in connee-
tion with the Conventions.

“I. believe this covers everything that you have
asked, and [ have answered as fully as [ can.

*“Your brother and servant h’?i li' gnce. .
- - ViR
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nacle, after being approved by the Board of Directors, and
everyone, with uplifted hand, agreed to abide by them, in-
cluding Brothers Hirsh, Hoskins, Wright and Ritchie. One
of the rules of the office is as follows:

“It is understood that no member of the Board
of Directors has any authority to give orders or
directions about the work individually; that the
Board acts in an official capacity when in session os o
board, and while any member of the Board is en-
gaged in office work he will be subject to these rules
gle I;!:IB as though he were not a member of the

oard.

“The office is private during office hours, and only
those who are employed in the office shall be admit-
ted there during such hours, except officers of the
Society or their secretary or representative, or mem-
bers 2{ an official committee may be admitted at any
time.

The four brethren above named were neither officers nor
representatives of officers nor members of any official com-
mittee.

These four brethren, covering a period of three or four
weeks, held conferences several times during the day at the
Bethel Home, in various rooms, disregarding and neglecting
the work of the Society. On the Sth day of July, while
having one of these conferences, one of the members was
overheard to say: "Let us go to the office right now and de-
mand” so and so. The hearer understood ‘them to mean
that they should command control. Communicating this fact
to the office, within a few minutes thereafter the four ar-
rived in a body and approaching the manager of the office,
Brother Martin, demanded to know whﬁhe had given certain
orders about admittance to the office. He produced the rules
and showed it to them. While this conversation was in

rogress Brother Macmillan, the Vice President and General
i(anager. in the absence of the President, approached the
four and said, “Brethren you are disturbing the office force,
contrary to the rules.” To this Brother Ritchie replied, “You
ﬂ: and sit down; that is none of your business.” Brother

irsh, waiving his fist at Brother Macmillan, said, “You are
a big bluffer; you can't bluff us” Brother Hoskins said.
“We, the Board of Directors, put you where you are and we
will give you orders.” This unusual language and conduct
in the office disturbed the office force. Brother Macmillan
three times invited them outside the office to talk the matter
over, and three times they declined.

REMEMBERS SEIZURE OF LONDON OFFICE

Brother Macmillan having a few minutes before received
a telephone message from the Bethel from the one who had
overheard a conversation by these four brethren that the
were going to the office to take charge; and having knowl-
edge of what Brother Johnson had done in land in
forcibly taking charge of the office, the safe, and the mail,
and tying up the money in the bank by litigation; and hav-
ing been instructed by mysel{ to guard well the Treasurer's
office and the safes, and to see that no one took forcible
?t‘I_rtc. and, fearing these brethren went there under Brother

Brother Van Amburgh, the Secretary, was then away and
it was impossible to give them the information desired. 1
went away for two weeks. During the major portion of the
time of my absence Brother Van Amburgh, the Secretary
and Treasurer was at home. Brother Macmillan who is Vice
President of the Prorrzs Association, which owns
all the property in New York and controls the office and
home, and who is also the Representative of the President,
was in charge. ;

From time to time some of the four hrethren above men-
tioned intimated to various members of the office force that
they would soon be in charge, and that the work would be
conducted in a different manner. This created a disturbance
in the office, because the office force were not willing to work
under the direction of the brethren above mentioned, because
they seriously doubted their ability to manage the work, as
well as their authority to do so.

OPENLY DEFIED RULES ALL HAD SOLEMNLY
AGREED TO

The office ‘has a set of rules which are printed, and each
one of the force and all in the Bethel Home have copies.
These rules were read both at the Bethel Home and Taber-

's direction to forcibly take charge, he called a police-
man, to put these brethren out. In the meantime they a
proached the office of the Secretary, Brother Van Amburgh,
and demanded that he join them in a meeting of the Board.
The Secretary refused, saying that the Presi was absent
and he declined to have anything to do with any of their
meetings.

This information being communicated to me by wire to
Duluth, Minnesota, where I then was, and being also in-
formed that they were consulting a lawyer whom I knew, I
wired him, “Please let the matter stand until I return.”

_ On the 10th and 1lth of July T was in Chicago, engaged
in the trial of a lawsuit for one of the friends. 6: the night
of the 10th of July, Brother Wisdom arrived at the hotel
where I stopped and informed me that he had made an extra
long jou:rll;; in order to see me on a matter of great im-
portance. He then told me that while at Bethel a few days
before he had had a talk with some of the above brethren
and found them in very bad spirits. Among other things
he said, “Evil speaking is being freely indulged in by these
poor deluded brethren. I pity them from the bottom of my
heart.” He then informed me that he had traveled on train
on Saturday night for more than five hours with Brother
Hirsh, and that they had discussed the matter of the So-
ciety's affairs, [ quote Brother Wisdom's language: “They
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(referring to the above four) are set, therefore, upon break-
ing you, and say emphatically that nothing will break their
Eurpou save the death of one of their members of the

oard.” Brother Wisdom further said, “I tried to reason
with this poor brother, but reason seems to have gone from
him alto r” Further Brother Wisdom said to me: “I
learned from them that they are determined to oust Brother
Macmillan and permit you to continue as President without
power and that they are to run things, you to give your
approval, your consent is not to be asked for.” Brother
Wisdom further said that Brother Hirsh stated to him that
if they could not get control by peaceful methods then their
Eurpou is to invoke the law of man, tie up the money of the

n:ieq in the Bank so no one could draw it except them-
selves.” H_e further said, “Thea if you will not bow before
them it will prove that Jyou are rebellious.” They further
said to Brother Wisdom “If ruin follows in the wake, it will
h;.- the t;]ndge‘ (referring to myself) who will be responsible
altogether.”

BROTHER WISDOM'S LETTER
A few days later, Brother Wisdom wrote me the following

letter:

“Deazx BrotEmz RuTHERFORD :—

“In view of the trying experiences through which
you and your associates are passing it seems proper
that I should give you in writing a brief summary
of what I said to you in person while in Chicago.

“The essence o:i(Y the charges made against yon by,
the ‘Beard Member,’ who apparently assumed to
speak for the other three with whom he is in league,
might be comprehended in one sentence: You are
o wsurper of authorily. But to particularize briefly:
You have over-ridden the Charter of the Society, set
aside its By-laws and ignored the Will of the Founder.
In short that you are running everywhere with a high
hand, without regard to the law of God or man.

“The ‘sore spot’ seems to be that you have not ‘con-
sulted’ what some one has dubbed the ‘Big Four'
in every little detail Jsemining to the management
of affairs—in other and plainer words that they would
and should be the Real directors of things.

“It is openly charged—and this was repeatedly
stated to me, that you are set upon ruining the So-
ciety if you cannot run things your own way, in
other words, you are actuated altogether by a 'Rule
or Ruin Sglrit. Quoting the words of our victorious
Pastor, 'They seem to be guilty of the very things
they charge against you' (This from a letter writ-
ten just a short time before his death, a copy of
which is in my possession.) They say they are re-
garded as but ‘Dummies,’ and apparently they would
make of you 2 ‘Figurchead' This seems to be their
real purpose—to take all power out of your hands
save what they are willing that you should exercise,

“It is freely charged that you have set aside Brother
Russell's arrangements in the conduct of affairs at
headquarters. They specialize in this the contract
of sale of the Drama, the ‘throwing out,’ as they
expressed it, of the Anglophone, and changing the
methods of conducting the Pastoral Weork. Then
you have set Brother Macmillan over everybody and
everything, one whom they brand as a Czar and
scoundrel. They seem to think no more of 'evil
speaking’ than of the anticipated gleasure of sitting
down and eating a good dinner. could not repeat
the awful things they said to me about dear brother
Mac—not mercly the case of a wrgng head but
wrong heart, that in effect he is a disgrace to the
Lord's cause. I listened to all this without remon-
strance for 1 wanted to see how far they would
go and how much of the Spirit of the Adver-
sary they would manifest, besides I well knew
that reproofs would be worse than useless, a waste
of energy. I feel sure that this was but the work of
the Devil. From certain other information that came
to me, I believe I would be warranted in surmising
that this 'evil speaking” is being freely indulged in
by these poor deluded Brethren. I pily them from
the bottom of my heart, for I love them all.

“So this is the kind of a man you have chosen
for your Lieutenant and they are resolved that ‘this
man shall not rule over them.! They are set there-
fore upon ‘breaking you,” and say emphatically that
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nothing will change their purpose, save the death of
one of their members of the Board—the officers are
not jdered as bers—THEY are THE Board
of Directors.

“For some reason the Lord seems to have purposed
that I should have become possessed of these facts,
for I really tried to evade what came to me. (The
manner 1 have already explained to yow) I tried
to reason with this poor Brother but reason seems
to have gone from him altogether. I then warned
him of what the results would be if they pursued
the course outlined to me—that it would surely wreck
the work of the Society. He freely admitted that he
too saw this, but there is a G T Principle at
stake which to forsake would mean the loss of his
crown, the Prize. Therefore to my warning he was
immune. I then pleaded with him to let Brotherly
Love continue, to control. He professed deep Love for
you, but protested that he .must be faithful to his
stewardship or lose the Crown promised to the faith-
ful stewards. He just had to do what he did not like
to do, ete. So all my efforts were in vain. I made
no impression whatever, though we continued this
talk Kom a little after eight o'clock till a quarter of
one g

“The gist of their purpose being to oust Brother
Mac and permit you to continue as President without
power—what they call ‘The Board,' the ‘Big Four,
are to run things, you to give your approval, your
consent is not to be asked for. If they cannot get
control by peaceful methods then their purpose is to
invoke the law of man, tie up the money in the Bank,
so no one but these of their designation can draw.
They protest however that this would not be appealing
to Caesar, but I would like to know what else it in
reality is, as I said to the brother. Then if you
will not ‘bow to them,’ it would ‘prove that you
are rebellious,’ ete. What next they would do was
not explained, but if ruin follows in the wake of such
course it would be the ‘Judge’ who would be respon-
sible altogether. You are not spoken of as Brother
by these, it seems.

“There may be other points I touched upon in my
talk with you which I have omitted ; if so, it is merely
because they have slipped from my mind for the mo-
ment. However, if you recall any points which in
your opinion would be of service to you, then refresh
my mind please. -

“In closing, I think I should say that if I did not
firmly believe you and your co-laborers to be in the
absolute right in this controversy, I would say so just
as freely as I made the statements herein. fam not
thinking or considering man's approval. I stand for
what 1 believe to be the Lord's arrangement. The
Lord put you Brethren where you are, not man,
It is hard therefore for me to believe that man should
put you out. But Hir will be done.

“In sincerest love and H‘mpnthy.
“Your brother by His Grace, ’
"W. M. Wisooum.,"”

Learning that it was the determination of these brothers
to take charge of the Society and run it or wreck it (which
in my opinion would be the sure result if they did take
charge) and knowing that they had no legal right to do so, I
considered seriously what my steps should be., I consulted
some prominent and wise brethren as to my course. I asked,
“Shall I resign as President and let these opposing ones take
charge?” Each 'one of the brethren replied, “Brother, the
Lord put you where you are, and to resign or quit would be
disloyal to the Lord.”

SOCIETY'S ONLY POSSIBELE COURSE

I left Chicago on the night of the 11th and went to Pitts-
burgh, and there took legal action to have a proper and legal
Board constituted as hereinafter explained. I did this as a
last resort. On Friday, the 13th, I arrived at Brooklyn, and
that day I had a conversation with Brother Ritchie and
stated to him that T probably would have to be away the
latter part of the week and suggested that we meet as a
Board on Tuesday, the 17th of July. He replied, “I think
that will suit us better.” I thereupon sent notice to Brother
Pierson, and served notice on each of the brethren above
named, calling the meeting for Tuesday, July 17th. The next
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day the four brothers addressed a letter to Brother Pierson
saying that the meeting would not be held on the 17th. Re-
ceiving this information Brother Pierson telegraphed me to
know why. I wired him that I had no notice that the meect-
ing could not be held; that the four brethren were at the
Bethel Home and the meeting would be held, and for him to
come. On the afternoon of Monday, {f[:ly 16th, the following
letter was handed to me by Brother Hirsh:

“J. F. RurEERForD,
“Bethel.

“Dear BrorEER:—

“Your note is received advising us that & meet-
ing of the Boatd of the Warca Tower Brsre axp
'11';1\(-'{1!501::'1'! is called for Tuesday morning, July

. anks.

“In reply we would say that your course has been
such in respect to the matter in question as to com-
plicate it to such an extent that we will not now be
ready to have a meeting of the Board before the 20th.

“We have recently handed you thres or four re-
?uesu for a meeting, at which we hoped that our af-
airs might have been settled amicably and in short
order; but we were refused. Additionally, untrue
and false talk has been spread abroad about us, and
threats of violence have been issued by your ‘special
representative’—wiolence being attempted, and that
against four of the kﬂl}’/’ constituted managers and
officers of dur Society. ¢ have only to repeat what
we say above: there will be mo Board meeting before
the 20th instant, if then,

“We will advise you when we shall be in a position
for a Board .meeting.

Very truly,

“I. F. Hoskins.”

WHO CONSTITUTE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS?

Having in mind the experiences of the meeting of the
Board held on the 20th day of June, and seeing that these
brethren were showing a spirit, I saw it was necessary
for me to disclose what I had known since January, 1909,
but which no one else except Brother Russell knew, so far as
my knowledge goes or had occasion to find out. In order
that you may understand why I took the action hereinafter
mentioned, I briefly describe the legal status of the Warcn
Towez Bmie ano Teacr Socrery and the Peortes Pucerr
ASSOCIATION.

The Warca Tower Broce avp Tmacr Soctery is a Penn-
sylvania corporation, and its operations from a legal stand-
points are confined tb that State. The law, as well as its
charter, requires that the Board of Directors and officers
must be chosen at meetings held in the State of Pennsylvania,
and mo where else. The provision of the Charter i3 that
where vacancies occur in the Board of Directors these va-
cancies shall be filled by the remaining members thereof
within twenty days after the vacancy occurs, and failing to
fill such vacancy or vacancies within thirty days the President
is then authorized to fill such vacancy or vacancies, and the
person so selected by either method shall hold office as Di-
rector until the next annual election to be held by the share-
holders.

The Charter also lzr\:nriden that the Board of Directors shall
hold office for life, but this part of the Charter is contrary to
the statate of Pennsylvania which provides that he shall hold
for one year. The facts show that Brother J. D. Wright was
elected in 1904 by the Board of Directors, and his term of
office therefore expired in January, 1905. I. F. Hoskins was
elected by the Board in 1908 and not re-elected since. A. L
Ritchie was elected - in 1911 and afterwards elected to office
as Vice President, his term expiring January 6th, 1917, when
Brother A. N. Pierson was clected as his successors. Brother
R. H. Hirsh was elected by action of the Board, so-called, at
Brooklyn in March, 1917, Neither of these brethren have
resided in the State of Pennsylvania for more than five

ears. Neither of these brethren were legal members of the

oard of Directors, as would appear from the legal opinion
by Mr. H. M. McCaughey, & well known corporation lawyer

of Philadelphia. We quote from his written opinion as
follows :—
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LEGAL OPINION

“With respect to the first question: Is there a legal Board
of Directors? Tf so, who are members of the Board? Sec-
tion 17 of the statute expressly provides that the Board shall
be chosen annually by the shareholders or members. This
Broyisipl_s of the Act is mandatory, because it is well settled

y judicial authority that the charter of the corporation can-
not grant powers or privileges contrary to or inconsistent
with the statute; in which case all acts done in pursuance of .
such legal power embraced in articles of incorporation would
be invalid, (10 Cyc. Law & Procedure 222-223, Albright va.
Lafayette Assn. 102 Pa. St 411.)

"Agtin ‘where the statute authorizes the election of the
Board of Directors, any scheme or organization which dis-
penses with the statute may be regarded as a fraud upon the
corporation.’ (10 Cyc L. \{ P. 318)

“Therefore, it is obvious that the directors whoe were not
elected by the vote of the sharcholders cannot serve the cor-
poration in that capacity, nor exercise any of the rights and
privileges attaching to said office. Otherwise, the Board
would be exercising greater authority than that granted by
the Act of Assembly, giving corporate existence to the So-
ciety itself. In a word, the directors of the Society can
possess or exercise no greater authority than expressed by
the Act of Assembly. The Society is the creature of the Act
of Assembly, and all rights and Labilities of the officers and
directors must be controlled, governed and regulated by the
provision of the Act. S5

“Further, any Frovision of the charter which is contrary
to the statute will be disregarded and that gar\ of the charter
which is in harmony with the statute will be upheld. Hence,
that part of the charter providing that the Board shall hold
office for life, is obviously of no legal effect, because ex-
pressly repugnant to the Act of Assembly which states that
the directors shall hold office for one .

“Paragraph 8th of the charter will be construed to mean
what it says; namely, that where a wacancy occurs in the
Board of Directors, then the remaining members of the Board
may within twenty days meet and fill such vacancy, and if
the vacancy be not filled within thirty days, then the President
may appoint some one to fill the vacancy, but the

erson so
selected by either method could hold office only until the next
annual election held by the bers or shareholders. This is

the only construction in harmony with the statute. In fact,
it is a rule of law that where the subject matter contains no
ambiguity and is free from difficulty, it will be construed to
mean exactly what the words imply. Therefore, the con-
clusion is irre¥istible that Messrs. WriTht. Hoskins, and
Ritchie are in no sense of the word legally members of the
Board of Directors and any acts performed by them in that
capacity would be void and of no legal effect and they would
be answerable individually to any persons dealing with them.

“With respect to Mr. Hirsh, the facts show that he was
elected by the Board of dircctors after H. C. Rockwell, whom
he ded, had resigned. Rockwell himself under the
facts, was never legally a member of the Board.

“But grant, however, that a legal vacancy did exist, for
argument sake, the charter expressly provided that if the
Board neglects to fill the vacancy within thirty days, there-
upon and in that event, the President has exclusive authority
to supply the vacancy. Dockws:Il's resignation was accepted
February 8th, 1917, and Hirsh was elected by the Board of
Directors March 29th, 1917, more than thirty days after
Rockwell's resignation. The right to fill the vacancy at that
time rested with the President and the asct of the Board,
so called, was a usurpation of the authority of the President,
and in direct conflict with the charter, and for that reason,
of no avail. An additional reason why that the election of
Hirsh was wholly illegal, is that the meeting was held in the
State of New York, while the charter provides that the meet-
ings shall be held in the City of Allegheny, Pennsylvania.
His clection to the Board was wholly extrasterritorial and
for that additional reason, absolutely and indisputably illegal
and void. Under no circumstances then can it be held that
Hirsh is a legal member of the Board and any acts done or
performed by him in that capacity would be void and of no
legal effect,

OFFICERS ARE ALWAYS MEMBERS OF BOARD

. "As to who are the legal representatives of the Society, it
is apparent that Messrs. Rutherford, Plerson, and Van Am-
burgh are the only persons who are qualified to act as such.
They were elected to office at the annual meeting of the So-
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s members or sharcholders oa the 6th day of January
1917, in pursuance to & vote of the shareholders legally pres-
ent and represented in Allegheny, Penna. The lharel'{n ders
exclusively possess the elective franchise and they alone can
exercise constituent powers, and they alone have the right
to elect officers. This meeting was held in atrict compliance
with the provisions of the charter itself. It follows that
these men alone, possess the authority to act for and in be-
half of the corporation. The fact that the full Board of
Directors was not elected is wholly immaterial. The share-
holders did elect three officers, who by virtud of their election
to office, and the terms of the charter naming the first Boord
of Directors, possess all the rights and privileges of Directors,
In short, it being admitted that there was a meeting of the
members held at the principal office of the corporation in

ursuance to the provisions of the charter, at which Messrs.

utherford, Pierson and Van were elected, they are
charged with the responsibility of the administration of the
affairs of the Society and cannot be held responsible to any
one but the Society. They can be held responsible and are
responsible to the eholders who elected trm at the regu-
lar meeting. There being a vacancy in the Board of
Directors and the sharcholders neglecting to supply that
vacancy, and no Board of Di s having suppli ithi
l.hlni I!IEI. the President could appoint members to make up
the full Board, provided that the minimum number of direc-
tors rquind are residents of Pennsylvania whea so ap-
pointed.
THE PEOPLES PULPIT ASSOCIATION

In 1909 Brother Russell desired to move the work of the
Society to Brook! I was at Pittsburgh at the time, at his
request, looking into some legal matters for the éocnerr.
Brother Russell asked me to see if the Warcn Towrx Bz
AND Taact Socisry could be registered as a corporation in the
State of New York After a thorough examination of the
matter I told him it could not be done, because it is a non-
stock corporation organized under the laws of Peansylvania
and there is no provision in the law of the State of New
York for registering such a foreign corporation. Asked,

what could be done, I told Brother Russell that a new
corporation could be organized in the State of New York, to
do the Societz'l work there; and he requested me to prepare
s charter and organize a corporation, which I did

In the Spring of 1909 the Prories Purrr ASSOCIATION was
organized under the membership corporation law of New
York State. Just about that time, a3 many will remember, a

iracy arose t Brother Russell, in which the con-
pirators were pting to oust him as Pastor of the con-
Emﬁ“ at Pittsburgh, and also to wreck the Society.

rother Russell asked if some provision could be made as a

protection against such rebellions, in the organization of the
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The statute of Pennsylvania under which the Waren
Towzz Bistz anp Taacr is o:r.nixcd expressely pro-
wides thaf at least three members of the Board shall be resi-
dents of the State of Pennsylvania, and that the members of
the Board of Directors shall be elected by a meeting held in

the State of Pennsylvania by the shareholders, and vacancies
filled by the Board or the President, octing o the State of
Pennsylvania,

After the outbreak by Messrs. Hirsh, Hoskins and others at
the Bethel Home, 1 saw some action would be necessary. I
tried to tell them something about the legal status of the two
Societies, but did not succeed. I saw it w be necessary
to submit some legal proof. Brother Ritchie remarked tha
“If you can show me by the law that the President is eatitle
to be the manager, then I will aubmit; I want to do the right
thing.” As I considered the matter ¢ thought it best to pro-
cure a legal opinion from some lawyer who had no Interest
in the matter, and consequently I called upon 2 well known
corporation lawyer in Phil ddp‘h, who is thoroughly familiar
with the laws of that State, and submitting to him & of
the ial records and the charter, he prepared a tten
opinion, and he held, as seen by the ogimon {cregoing, that
neither Wright, Ritchie, Hirsh nor Hoskins were legal mem-
bers of the Board of ‘bin:tuﬂ and that the President had
the right to appoint four members. The directors of the
corporation should have been elected at Pittsburgh at the
annual election in January. . b

Naturally, you will ask, Why, then, did {on not give such
advice at this election? hy nfl, is that I bad known this
condition since 1909; but had I so stated at Pittsburgh in
January, I would have laid myself open to the criticism that
I was at once beginning to upset the course taken by Brother
Russell, and subsequent criticism by certain brethren proves
that my conclusion in that respect was right I reasoned
that we would let it stand as long as everything went harmon-
iously, as Brother Russell and myself had once agreed; then
there would be no occasion to disturb that course.

MOVING CAUSE FOR APPOINTING FOUR MEM-
BERS OF THE BOARD

When I went to Pittsburgh to appoint four members of the
Board, the following facts were in my mind: .

The four brothers mentioned had expressed their determin-
ation to take the management of the affairs of the Sodet{;ut
ofmrhmdawheuhmlﬁrph«ilmhbyﬂuu e-
hnldﬁimdtheBoucol ectors, and put it in their

an

The Bethel Family was in & high nervous state because of
the :’wnc of conduct the four had been pursuing for some
weeks,

The office force was disturbed, and threatened to leave the

new corporation. I remember replying to Brother Russell to
the effect that I would draw such a charter as would make it
impossible for any of the rebels to get him out during his life
time. I wrote the Charter of the Prortes Purrrr AssocCia-
tioM, which charter gives the President thereof the absolute
power and contrel of everything in the State of New York,
pertaining to the Society’s affairs. A Provision of that Char-
ter reads:

“The said corporation shall have as officers the
follow! A Fresident, who shall be elected by the
Board of Directors at the first meeting thereof, and
shall hold his cfice for life, and whose duty shall be
to preside at the meetings of the corporation or of
the Board of Directors and have th ?eueni super-
vision and control and g t of the busi
and affairs of said corporation.”

The work thereafter was moved to the State of New York
and all the prcpe.nr urchased in the name of the New York
1]:0 oration, and all the legal afairs of the Society were done
n its pame.

THE LEGAL STATUS

The question then arose between Brother Russell and my-
self as to what would be the privileges of the Wartce Towen
Bmrx axp Tract Soctsry from a legal standpoint in the State
of New York. I advised him that it had no legal standing in
New Yorle Then he replied, “I would like to preserve the
name and have the correspondence done in its name as the
friends are better acquainted with Tux Warcm Tower So-
cmery.” 1 replied that this could be done so long 23 no one
raised any legal question, and the Society would be maintained
with all of its original powers provided the annual elections
are held in Pittsburgh,

t these four took charge.
Several of the filgrim had expressed their determination
to quit the work if these four took

Some of the four had stated that they were consulting
la s to see what they could do with me. L

ne, of their number had made a covert threat to me in
the presence of others that the Warce Towez Bmix ano
Taact could take away the funds, so that the Pro-
ruzs Purerr Association could not operate in New York

The statement made to Brother Wisdom by Brother Hirsh,
one of the four, to the effect that they were set upon “break-
ing me” and nothing could change their purpose save the
death of one of their members, and if they could not get
P i P ful methods they would imvoke the law,
and tie up the money in the bank so no one could draw it but
them; and that if 1 would not bow before them it would
prove that I was rebellious and if the ruin of the Society
’htnhdd follow I would be to blame and responsible alto-
gether, .

This threat, coupled with the action that Brother Johason
had taken in England in actually going into the cdurts and
tying up the mo:ltg of the Society, anc money out of
the safe and forcibly taking possession of the o and
knowing that he was advis ui these four brethren and di-
recting their course led me to believe that they fully intended
to attempt the ca out their threat.

The q:.emcm me, then, was: Shall I stand by and see
the work of the Society wrecked and disrupted, or shall I use
the legal power which the Lord has put in my hands by
reason of putting me in the office of president, to prevent
this wrongful act being gerpemtcd. upon you and all the
sharcholders throughout the world?

I meditated ‘and prayed over the matter very much, be-
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sides consulting other brethren as above indicated. I came
to the conclusion that it was my duty to use the power which
the Lord had put into :?" hands to support the interests of
the sharcholders and others interested in the Truth
throughout the world who are locking to me to perform my
duties in a faithful manner; and to be unfaithful to them
would be unfaithful to the Lord. I resclved to take action.
Knowing that the law required three members of the Board
to be residents of the State of Peansylvania, and that the
appointment should be made in Pennrylvania, I went to
Pittsburgh, and on the 12th day of July, 1917, there ﬁ[yoinlcd
Dr. W. E. Spill and Brother J. A. Bohnet, of Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, and Brother Georﬁ H. Fisher, of
Scranton, Pennsylvania; and Brother Al Macmillan, of
New York, as members of the Board of Directors.
Each of the above named brethren signed a written ace
: of such appri We then had a full and com-
lete Board of seven members, to-wit: Brothers Van Am-
urgh, Pierson, Spill, Bohnet, Macmillan, Fisher, and Ruther-
{crl All of these brethren |i;ncd. a statement mnuntinz’ to
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that, but I shall make no agreement with you to Induce you
to do it.”

NO REAL FAULT FOUND

At no time have the above named four brethren or any
other person shown or made an charge that the President
has in any manner misconducted or mismanaged the corpo-
ration. They seem to have suddenly taken on an unfortunate
desire to receive honor as members of the Board of Direc-
tors and to insist on exercising suthority in giving orders
about how the work should be done. I cannot so well express
it myself as it is expressed in a letter written me by one of
the pilgrim brothers, which I hereto attach:

“Waynesboro, Va., July 9, 1917,
“Dear BrorEzx Rurmraromn:

“My heart rejoices, after my stay at Bethel, to
note the loyalty, moderation, and wisdom from above
displayed by the brethren, specially on the part of
those left in charge to represent the Society’s Man-

a meeting of the Board of Directors, lsre:inf that

of the Board of Directors should be held July 17, 1917. 1
had given notice of this meeting to the above aforesaid
brethren, Wright, Ritchie, Hirsh and Hoskins, as will be
scen by the correspondence hercinbefore set out, and had
their acknowledgment of receipt of such notice and a de-
clination md““?.)d tthi,e ting th?{'rn;?:h ; dlher were
not yet ready. On the morning of the ) o again
nnno:;nced at the Bethel table the meeting of Ige ﬁ«rr f
Directors, and one of the aboyve four approached me and in
2 ve.g insolent manner said, “There will be no meet'mr of
the Board of Directors to-day; you understand thatl” I
merely replied, *“Very well, er, -

At the hour designated, the duly and legally constituted
Board of Directors of the Warca Towm Bmix awp Taacr
SocteTY met, as per notice and ‘consent in writing, and trans-
acted business In proper’ form. At that mee I made a
written report of activities and work of the ty since
the death of Brother Russell, and after hearing the report,
the Board of Directors prepared and signed and passed a
resolution, an exact copy of which appears on front page,

The actions of at least two of the four brethren above

d taken subsequently to their threats shows their inten-
tions of carrying into effect their threat. Their scheme was
to get up excitement a the friends on the score that I
was © ing the will ignoring the Board of Directors
in the management of the Society, and after creating consid-
erable sentiment mgainst me, then to pass a resolution taking
out of my hands the management of the Society’s affairs.
They cted a mecting of the Board of Directors to be
held on the 20th of July. On Sunday night, the 15th of July,
and before they ha intimation that I had taken action
to appoint members o?l:ie Board, Brother Hoskins cancelled
his_appointment at Bridgeton, N. J, and met Brother Hirsh
at Philadelphia, neither of them having an appointment there,
but they both appeared, and at a meeting of the Ecclesia
made accusations against Brother Van Amburgh and myself
and had the friends very much stirred up. The day before,
I had called a meeting of the Brooklyn congregation for an-
other purpose to be held on Wednesday night, July 18th.
Th:ir‘gu se was to prevent a meeting of the Board until
after eﬁouklyu congregation had met, at which time they
expe to start -another row and then on the 20th meet
a3 the Board of Directors to tie my hands and, if I protested,
they would tie up the funds of the bank To be discredited
before two congregations would have appeared as some
justification to deprive me of the management of the Society.

All of this they were doing, because they had not been
honored as much as they thought they were entitled to be.

The Philadelphia Class invited me to come there on the
night of the 20th and make a statement of the facts. In the
afternoon before 1 started to Philadelphia Brother Hirsh
came to me and said: “Brother Rutherford, can't we fix this
thing up?” I replied: “I am always willing to fix up any-
thing if it can be done right” He said: “Can't you put us
back ms we were before?” I said: “No, Brother Hirsh, I
cannot, and there is no use to discuss this point.” He then
said: “If you will put me back on the Board, I will go out to
Philadelphia to-night and make it more than right with them
and satisfy everybody.” This I -promptly declined, saying:
“No, other Hirsh, I shall offer you nothing to talee that
stand ; to Philadelphia and tell the truth. You did very
wrol going there the other night and saying what you
did. Now, if you want to do the right thing, go and tell
them the truth, if you think the Lord would have you do

g ‘With both sorrow and chagrin I observed
the fallacious reasoning of some who think it is a
serious blunder that they are not made more prom-
inent. From my chservation at home and in the
field, I fear that these same brethren, instead of stie-
ring up the pure minds of the friends, are sowing
disl ty to the Truth and to the service.

nstead of this procedure meeting with pnhﬂ
it is revealing how great a disadvantage to the wor
it would be were such granted greater power, It is
also observable that the wrong spirit i3 leading to
misapplications of Seripture and the very Scriptures
which read rightly would reveal the wrongness of
their course, misread, prove to them that they are
right. How sad to see dear brethren approaching the
‘outer darkness.'

“It would not be your fault, dear Brother Ruth-
griord, If a brother's over appreciation of his selfish
interests, and his under sppreciation of the interests
of the Lord's people, limited his usefulness and con-

ly his pr in the service. How evident
it is that loving service toward the brethren is given
second place or completely lost sight of when such
seek to stir up homan sympathy on their side. What
can this be but the arm of flesh? The grievance is
not that the Lord’s people are not served, nor that
the servicg is hindered, but the entire grievance is:
they are mot honored, These scem wil that the
cause shall suffer in order that their precious end
may be attained,

-“What power is there in Christ except that given
Eh’ the Head? The Church is not a democracy, as

ese seem to think. When men seck by influence,
majoritiés, sympathies to gain power and prominence
not given by the Lord they surely overlook the
Divine authority in the Chur On the other hand
dear brother, you so carefully seek the mind and will
of the Lord that it gives the brethren confidence in
you. Because of this the love and esteem they give
{ou is more to be valued than that based on human

avoritism,

“We can well tremble to think of the possible con-
sequence of rebellion against our covenant of obedi-
ence to the will of Christ in favor of our human will

“Be assured that if some make evident that they
no looger 'hold the Head' in proper esteem, others
of us are drawn nearer to our Head, nearer to
each other, and closer to yourself and in loyalty to
ﬂ:“ihsmu which it is our meat and drink to accom-

“Praying that every test may find us leyal to His
will and our covenant of sacrifice, I remain,

ours in the love and service of Christ,

“M. L. Hezn."

THEIR GRIEVANCES AND INTENTIONS

The four brethrea who have taken a position in opposition
to the affairs of the Society and refusing to attend the meet-
ing of the Board of Directors, and the Bethel family being
so disturbed about the conditions prevailing, it became nec-
essary for me to make a statement ;ubiidy in the Dining
Room, which was done Tuesday, the 17th of July, at the con-
clusion of which the attorney for Messrs. Hirsh, Hoskins
and others made a lengthy statement, followed by impas-
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sioned speeches on the part of Brothers Hirsh and Hoskins,
In the course of his remarks, Brother Hirsh stated that the
intention of the four was to put Brother Macmillan out of
the position where Brother Russell had placed him; that they
thought he should be punished. Finding nothing serious that
he could charge me with, Brother Hirsh there, for the first
time, charged that I had gotten my articles in Tux Warca
Towsa instead of articles written by Brother Russell. To
show that his statement was unfair, I asked him publicly
who was In p ion of the ipt that Brother Rus-
sell left, and he answered that he was, which was true. It
was placed in his possessicn shortly after he became a mem-
ber of the Editorial Committee, and I have never at any time
interfered with the publication of any of it On the contrary,
I prepared three articles on faith, hlr_atge and love, and it was
at the urgent request of Brother Hirsh that two of these
have been published and that the other may be published. I
have not asked that these be published. In fact, there has
never been a disagreement between the Editorial Committee
23 to what shall go in, and no one member has attempted to
di , but the tee has left it largely to Brother Hirsh
to select the copy and submit it to the others for approval
He made a similar charge with reference to Tux Bz Stu-
pexts MonTtaLY—"Why Do the Nations War?" I desire here
to state what I stated before the family, that it was at the
urgent request of Brother Hirsh, suppl t the req

of Brothers Van Amburgh and Sturgeon,

y
that I consented
that this volunteer issue be gotten cut. I in no wise re-
quested it myself,

ABOUT 1517 VOLUNTEER MATTER

In support of this I append hereto an affidavit of Brother
Hudgings, who has charge of all the printing for the Society,
and which he prepared wholly without my knowledge or
request: .

*I. William F. Hudgings, hereby certify under cath
to the following facts known to me personally to be
correct and true: .

“(1) That all matter appearing in the curreat vol-
unteer issue of THx Bmix Stupents Montury, Vol
9, No. §, was selected and arranged for publication by
Brother Rebert H. Hirsh; that he v earnestly
ur?ed the publication of two of Brathen?z. F. Ruth-
erford’s sermons therein, entitled "Why Do the Na-
tions War?' and the Clergy Attack Pastor
Russell?; that Brother Rutherford took little or no

ersonal interest in the i of this vol num-
er, that no instructions, written or oral, were given
by him to the Society’s Printing Department relative
thereto, and that he was away on a lecture trip at the
time the matter was set up and arranged into pages;
that Brother . H. Hirsh attended to such arrange-
ment of pages, captions, halftones, ete, on his own
initiative, and that Brother Rutherford did not see
mofl of the final composition until after the plates
been made md‘gut on press and a quantity had
been printed; that the said R. H. Hirsh voluntarily
declared to me perdonally that he believed said vol-
unteer issue to be the best number ever published hiy
O

our Society, and that he would not suggest any di
ferent matter or arrangement of the matter whats

ever,

“(2) That Brother R. H. Hirsh suggested and
composed the article, and caption_thereof, a;:j::ariug
on the rear pages of the Second Edition of the Me-
morial Number of Tae Warce Towm, entitled 'Pas-
tor Russell's Successor, Judge Joseph F. Ruther-
ford’; that he insistently urged the publication there-
of under the direct protest of both Brothers Ruth-
erford and Vaa Amburgh; that the printing of this
Second Edition of said Memorial Number was de-
layed for more than two weeks at Brother R. H.
Hirsh's request, he explaining to the undersigned that
he desired time to communicate again with Brother
Rutherford (who was then out of the city) to see if
he could not ultimately persuade him to consent to
the insertion of this said article which Brother Hirsh
had written with his own hand; that the portraits
and sub-titles thereto, in the aforementioned article,

were suggested and arranged b‘y R. H. Hirsh. -
“es hat the for;Eomg acts were freely dis-
cussed by Brother R. Hirsh and the undersigned,

in full faith and confidence prior to the time the for-
mer's attitude towards Brother Rutherford underwent

Basoxury, N. Y.

a change; that any assertions or insinuations contrary
to this deposition are opposed to the facts as I per-
sonally know them to exist

“(4) That this affidavit Is made wholly of my
own will and volition, without even a suggestion or
the knowledge of anybody else, and entirely from a
personal desire for truth and justice concerning mat-
ters which have been improperly construed.

“Wrtam F. HuoGrngs.

[“Sublcribcd and sworn to before me this 24th dly
of July, . '
g
“No ublic, Ki e N Y,
“(My aiiitios expices Bch. 30, 1918.)"

BETHEL FAMILY LOYAL

To show that the office force and members of the family
are in accord with me, I append hereto a nt, prepared
and signed by them without my knowledge, and, ot course,
without my request:

“July 18, 1917,

“To WHoum It May Covcran:
“We the workers of the Tabernacle wish to express
our appreciation of our President as the Manager of
the work as directed in the office of which we are
servants, to the effect that not once was an u
word uttered to any of us during office hours, or at

any other time. e have observed improvements
and efficiency in the Office which has been gratifying.
Never has the President (Brother Rutherford) ever

showed any desire to domineer or boss the work
Very few times has he visited the Tabernacle, or in
any way put himself forward. We wish to o%‘eglr
state that it is our desire to faithfully serve the Lord
and His people under the direction of the present
management, a3 we believe the Lord is blessing this
arrangement. We have not one fault to find, but can
truthfully say that it is a pleasure to work in the

fice as it been directed since the Election of

Brother Rutherford.
“W. T. Hoorm “N. GuzzerTA
“S. Lemine “Hazzrer Basser

"Frosgnce Pack
“Asnm J. ESHLEMAN
“Hecew May Comen
“A. 5. EsELEMAN
“Peance R. Anxold
‘“W. H. BAEVERLEIN
“]. W. Fmcuson

“W. E. Van AMIURGE
“M. L. Ropeuts

"Gezmauvne E Penwy

“J. A. Meccrson
“Heamann H. Bomznen
“GoRDON STURGEON
“Lute T. VAN AMBURGE
“W. Bmia Lusx
“Mazy T. HaxziMan

:‘ISM Wﬁcn "Eus F.": Hunaines
1sTER MiILies - . ZAKIAN
“PEARL “Sa. M. E. Wooptey
“M, E. WoooLey “F. G, Masow
“Frep L. Mason

“MaseL A, Russmt “A, DoNALD
“J. L. MAyE= “R. J. Mastmv,”
“G. 5. Mre

A similar statement was handed me by the workers in the
Bethel:

“July 18, 1917,
“Dear Baoreez RuTHERFORD !

“Realizing that you are under a great strain at the
present time a3 a result of the false accusations that
have been made against you,—we the undersigned
desire to express our love and appreciation to you
for your faithfulness in the Lord’s service, and by the
Lord's grace and help we will stand by you through
thick and thin unto the end.

“Bro. Mavsmey
“Sk. Maypeay
“Legwis T. Comen

“Hrua Nyviw
“Sr. Huncives

“Georce Jowrs “Mary Baraen

“A. C. ANDmsoN “Frongnce Roserts

"W. T. Barkm “C. Tomirins

“Fren G. WrELFTON “V. France

“C. E. Frost “Evcene Keirewvescen"

“Mrs, Jenne M, Baroez
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*Jul 1917,
"Deax Brorare RurmEsrosn: i 5
“We wish at this time to assure you of cur fervent
Christian love and to express our appreciation of your
loyalty to the Lord and faithfulness to the Cause of
the Truth and the Brethren, .
“Daily we pray the Lord's continued blessing upon

your services.
*“THE TEMPLE FAMILY,
“L. Kncoun

Additional to the foregoirg, several individual comforting
assurances have been handed me by various members of the
Bethel Family, of which the following are samples:

“July 23, 1917.
“Deax Baorum RuTtHEnroan:

“We cannot tell you how sorry we are that this
present cloud is resting upon the home. We have
prayed earnestly for every one of the dear brethren
involved in this difficulty, hoping that matters could be
adjusted, and that brotherly love might continue.

“This evening, we are praying that the Lord's over-
ruling providence will enable all to see eye to eye, not
only for their own sakes, but for the good of the
Church at large,

“If there is anything that we could do to assist,
we would be most happy to be used of the Lord in
any way, not feelin t we have special ability, but
kmowing that the Lord can make use of weak and
imperfect instruments—~the praise belonging to Him.

We want to assure you, dear brother, of our love,
sympathy and prayers in this severe trial
“Your sisters in the Lor
“Louvisz_Hastron,
. "Jesux G. Heza"

Z *July Twenty-fourth, 1917,
Drax Bzorama RureEmrosn:

“Even our Master, who was perfect, craved the
human sympathy of His friends. EV: know of no way
to tell you of our love for you, dear Brother,
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The brethren living at the New York Temple sent the fol-
lowing:

clearly that it does no good. Hgnceforth, count-
ing the Lord Jesus as my sufficiency, I will refrain
absolutely, asking your pardon for seeming over
warm, though I was but speaking in defense of
your position, )

“With malice toward none and judging none,
but trusting in the Precious Blood and in the
promise of grace sufficient. )

“Your sister in the Christian faith, hope, love

and joy, “pzc L D crow™

ALL CHARGES WHOLLY WITHOUT WARRANT

The four brethren accuse me of disregarding Brother Rus-
sell's will Such a statemeat is wholly without foundation.
Brother Russell's will was written in 1907. In 1508 Judge
Carpenter, who was leading counsel for Brother Russell in
some litigation in Pittsburgh involving his voting shares, to
my personal knowledge told him that these voting shares
cnulr not be transferred by will or in any other manner. The-
same question came up at the trial against us in the case of
the “Brooklyn Eagle” and I discussed this matter with him
again. Brother Russell never changed his will in this regard;
in fact, it was sealed up in 1910 and never opened thereafter

rior to his death. Within a short time after his death I
informed the Board of the facts above stated and suggested
that by voting these shares they were wrong. We would set
s precedent, so that if someone else died whose relatives
were against the Truth they might vote their shares to the
disadvantage of the Socicty; and with the knowledge and
consent of the Board we procured the opinion of a firm of
lawyers in writing which was read to the five sisters by
Brother Van Amburgh, and they fully agreed that it was not
wise to vote those shares. They would have voted for me,
and it surely cannot be said that I disregarded the will for
any ulterior motive, :

Brother Russell did not by his will appoint the Board of
Directors. The laws of Penna. and the Charter alone can pro-
vide for such. There is not a single instance where it can be
pointed out that I have disregarded Brother Russell’s will,
except when I voted for Brother Sturgeon for the Editorial
Committee. It was Brothers Ritchie and Vaa Amburgh who
signed the contract to sell the Photo-Drama, and in that they
were supported by the other four brethren. It was Brother
Ritchie who first mpom before the Board that the Angelo-
phone be sold to and that the Society turn over to him
the $18,000,00 that was then in the bank to the credit of the

in wor We believe by far the majority of the dear
Bethel family feel toward you as these words express.
Our mssociation yesterday in mailing the Memorial
Tower with your biography brought to eur hearts
tender feelings toward you. It is our earnest desire
that this mrulion of our love may be a measure of
strength com{ort in the peculiar trial of the hour,
You are always a streagth and comfort to the loyal
faithful brethren, who discern in you the spirit of
our dear Lord and Head He who has placed you
to represent Himself as the head of the family of &‘:d
at Bethel will surely give you His wisdom, His cour-
age, His unfailing power.. We have time this morn-
ing for the signatures only of the little group men-
tioned, but we represent the sentiments, dear B;:'olher.
of every 1&6‘1 heart in Bethel and of every faithful
member of Christ on earth, united to Him in' the spirit
of our begetting as New Creatures,

“Your brethren in His love, in the esteem born of
loyalty and faithfulness, and in fellow-service in

rist.
‘M. L. Hen
“Amner H. Esmreman
vStzuia M. WiLson
Ioa C. WrLson
::qu(c: Pacx
Bazsen”

“Brooklyn Bethel, July 4, 1917,
“Ouvz Brroveo Baotera RuTmEaromp —

“The Lord bless gou and keep you. The Lord
cause His face to shine upon you and be gracious
uajo you and give you peacel

Although I have diligently refrained from dis-
cussions as requested, I was drawn into one last
night against my will and purpose, and I see

Angelop Company and which belonged to the Society,
and that he would 2 the cts outstanding. I pre-
vented this from being done.

In harmony with the laws of New York and to protect the
Prorres Purerr Assoctation, and in hnmung with Brother
Russell's wish, as previously expressed to Brother Cooke,
the manufacturing part of the Angelico Company was sold
to Brother Cooke and the Society reserved the right to make
and furnish the records which it still has.

The Second Edition of the Memorial issue of the Warcm
Towes, which contained a brief biography of myself, was seat
out over my repeated ‘gmtut. Brother Hirsh insisted that
it should be done in the interest of the work. The other
members of the Committee eventually supported. him and
finally I said: “Brethren, you may do as you please, but you
must take the responsibility.”

Thus it will be seen that the opposition arising has not been
caused by any alleged mi g or mi duct of
affairs. e whole trouble kas arisen because of the desire
of the brethren named to put Brother Macmillan out of
the position in which he was placed by Brother Russel!
and put themselves in control and so tic my haads that I
could practically do nothing. I submit these facts, therefore,
to the brethren everywhere in explanation of what I have
done, and leave it to your judgment to determine whether or
not I acted in the proper manner.

SEVENTH VOLUME BORN IN TRAVAIL

We are reminded of a coincid that we here mention.
This has indeed been a great trial upon the family and upen
others of the dear friends throughout the country who have
heard of it. Brother Russell once said that the Seventh Vel-
ume would be given to the Church in the hour of ils direst
need, to encourage and comfort them, and the Scriptures

int out that there would be murmurers, complainers, etc

¢ Seventh Volume, as you know, is now published. The
first copies were in the Bethel Dining Room at the noon hour
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on Tuesday, June 17th, and at the lusion of my statement
to the family of what led up to the conditions, I stated that
- the Seventh Volume was there to be distributed to ln{ who
desired it; and immediately thereafter the attacks began
upon me by Brothers Hirsh and Hoskin
We believe that a careful and prayerful reading of the Sev-
enth Volume, which is now in your hands,” will enable all the
dear friends everywhere to be comforted and helped, and to
determine what your course should e in the present erisis.
The compilation of the Seventh Volume had been in prog-
ress since shortly after the death of Brother Russell The
manuscript was all ready for publication about the time the
pposition above d began. I was about to submit the
printer’s proofs to these and other brethren at the time this
trouble arose, but seeing their violent sition I knew that
the dfﬂubhcahon would be long delayed if they insisted on
reading th'e’ mm‘}p! and giving the objections first. I
Ited hers Van Amburgh, Macmillan, Martin and
Hudgings, and it was concluded that in view of the fact that
the best opportunity to publish it was mow, because of the
rush that comes to the. printers in a short time, that the
publication should proceed. It was remarked that probably

]
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these brethren would raise the question that we had misap-
ropristed funds for the publication of this volume. The
rd scemed to provide at once to meet any such objection.
Some time after Brother Russell's death a very dear brother
the Truth wrote to me, saying that he had some money
that he would like to use in some special work if I would let
him know that it could be done at any time. Seeing that the
ublication of the volume was approaching, I wrote this
Erother that the Seventh Volume was about to be published,
and, having in mind his previous kind offer, I merely re-
minded him of it. The next mail brought to me a draftin a
sufficient amount for its publication, and I used this money
for the purpose of paying the printers instead of asking the
Treasurer to pay for the same, and used it with the full
h?‘wled.se. consent and direction of the brother who fur-
nished it
Desiring that the brethren throughout the land should have
this book as quickly as possible, because of being the last
heritage of our beloved Pastor to the dear Israel o we
arranged to send it forth by mail so that each ome would
receive it practically at the same time; and the money from
the above mentioned dear brother paid the postage likewise.

SUMMARY BY BROTHER HEMERY, LONDON BRANCH MANAGER
REVIEWING THE BRITISH SITUATION

The following summary of the situation in England
was given by Brother Hemez, the Manager of the So-
ciety's London office, before the London congregation on
Sunday, April 1, 1917:

“Last Sunday Brother Thackway said something should
he stated by me relative to Brother Johnson and his posi-
tion. I am glad in one way to have the privilege of
speaking about this matter to relieve some anxiety that

ou must have, but at the same time I am sorry that it
is mecessary to have to say it You gathered from what
Brother Thackway said a fortnight ago that the situation
then was a serious one. It is serious, and it is a very sad
one. To my understanding it is ooe of the saddest things
that will have to be chronicled in all the matters relating
to the Harvest Work; I cannot help but feel that it is
tragedy, for we have been running pretty close to the
most serious of all matters that we have to do with,
in Brother Johnson. Brother Thackway's statement to
you a fortnight ago was, it may be said, complete in it-
sclf, but there have been some developments since, and
it may probably be considered necessary to say something
more to you. There is a right that you have in this mat-
ter being so intimately associated with the W, T. B. & T.
Sec. whom Brother Johnson represented. Brother Thack-
way spoke of rebellion, a strong word, but a true word,
for Brother Johnson was not merely disloyal to his su-
perior in the work, but in active opposition in the face of
direct instruction. He took another course and denied
all authority that should be given under the circumstances.
I will very briefly recapitulate the circumstance, without
gmq 7 into details however, for a good many of these are
amiliar to your mind.

“You know that soon after Brother Johnson came here
ke found, as he believed, opposition to his course, and
that which he considered to be against the best interests
of the work, in my two colleagues, Brothers Shearn and

rawford, and you know how he dismissed them from the
office. They accepted their dismissal; then, since our
Church election was due, he took opposition to their
names being put forward for election because of the mat-
ter that they, and some other elders were involved in.
That matter you partly decided, but so far as Brothers
Sl-!earn and Crawford were concerned, their nomination
still stands good before you, and we are waiting for a
report from Brother Rutherford of his decision after he
has read all the facts of the case from the Commission
which he himself appointed.

“Brother Johnson in his clainx asserted that he had the
full right to control the office, and full right to control
the Britishk work. I wondered at it at the time, but he
assured us that he had discussed his credentials with the

Executive Committee in Brooklyn, and we had no other
way of acting than by viewing him as & good brother, a3
we received him at his own estimation, except that there
was some doubt or limitation in our mind. owever, he
acted thus, and we agreed, but when Brother Rutherford
knew of what Brother Johnson was doing, he repudiated
his action, and he wired to him that it was not authoritative.
Later Brother Johnson, seeming to grow by the power
that he was exerting, and finding the others submissive,
put hi If in a Ligher position thau npparently he had
the authority to do, and began to think rather highly of
himself, and began to see, to his own satisfaction, that
he "was fulfilling Sctigb:mi , and types which were
leading bim on to higher and bigger things, and he began
to see himself as a rather important personage. Cables
were exchanged between him and Brother Rutherford, and
communication, having gone over from this side to
Brother Rutherford, Brother Rutherford sent a telegram,
which was read here on Sunday, March 4th, by Brother
MecCloy, addressed to four’ of us, Brothers Johnson,
Shearn, Crawford and myself, saying that Brothers
Shearn and Crawford were to be reinstated in the ofice,
and that Brother Joh 's action was absolutely without
authority, That week Brother Johnson went to Liverpool.
There in Liverpool he openly declared to the brethren
there that he was the “Steward” of the Parable (Matt.
30:8). That was & bold claim to make; that meant he
was Brother Russell's guccessor, and while & number of
votes might put a President as the head of TEr Warca
Towez , that the Lord Himself-had made Brother
Johnson “Steward” of all His goods, and to distribute the
opportunities of service which might be. Brother John-
son hinted something of this to, me in a vague sort of
way, but when he publicly declared it in Liverpool, I im-
mediately wrote to tell him that I was in opposition to
him, not personally, but I disbelieved in his claim, dis-
avowed it altogether, and that if he persisted in it it
meant that his work in Great Britain was finished, for I
said that it was impossible that the “Steward” should be
in Great Britain, and the President of the only channel
of blessing to the Lord’s people which I know or ac-
knowledge, in America. I urged him to go to America
at once, and if he felt he had a real claim, to put it to
headquarters. [ did not say he was not, it was the Lord's
business, but I did not believe it. I urged him to go to
America, and lodge his claim there. ile in Liverpool
he sent a long cablegram to Brother Rutherford who was
then away in California—he sent it direct to California—
telling him of certain things he had done. 1 won't repeat
it, but in the telegram he said that since he had done
certain things in the Tabernacle on Jan. 28th, he had been
appointed by the Lord “Steward” of the Parable (Matt.




Avgusr 1y 1917

20:8), and had left the Tabernacle clothed as Mordecai was
clouzed when he left the presence of the Kulg (see Esther
8:15). He asked Brother Rutherford to be his right-
hand man—nice of him to ask that—and that he could
not keep his hands off the work here. Brother Ruther-
ford wired back that his work in London, that is his
representative work, was finished, and that he was to re-
turn to America immediately. He wired to us in the
office that Brother Johnson's work here was finished, and
that he had no further authority to represent the Society
in any way, and that we should ship him back to America
immediately. Easier said than done. Brother Ruther-
ford's position was this, that a man who would send such
a cablegram as he sent was not in a fit condition of mind
to represent the Society, so he asked him to return, and
bid us cancel any work and retarn him.

“Brother Johnson came back from Liverpool, and was
quiet for some days, accepting this. He called it a set-
back, but believed it could not last re? long, for Brother
Rutherford could see his, Brother Johnson's, position.
He came back to London the weekend the Co
sat. All that weekend he was comparatively quiet, but he
came to the conclusion on the Saturday ilught. that he
would not attend the Commission because he said it had
no authority, and he being the “Steward,” was superior
to it, and he repudiated it and denied its authority. Then
he said he would require the same kind of cancellation
of his papers—that is, sealed papers such as had been
given dim when he ¢ ived this issi as the So-
ciety’s accredited representative.

“A little later he denied that Brother Rutherford had
any authority, and that his election to office was illegal.
He was continnally going step by step denying every
cablegram, and every authority. In the home he re-
asserted his claim, and it fell to me, as representing the
President, to tell him that while he stayed in the house
awaiting his retarn to America, he could stay as an hon-
ored guest for his work's sake, but that he must keep
his hands off the management. He had said he would not,
and furthermore declared in that week, the Wednesday
after the Commission had gone home, that his purpose
was to come back in this Church the following Sunday,
and, to use his own words, those elders which he had
slain some weeks before, to e out of office again the
brethren whom you had elected to office, whose names
had been on the Jetter which brought so much trouble to
the Church. Now I told him I should resist him in this,
and I told him too that he would find no favor with you
in what he did, but he said the type clearly showed that
it had to be done, but when he saw I was determined
he should mot do it, he went back to look at the type and
said it showed something different, and he would be con-
tent for the time being. However, the following week-
end he came out in full rebellion against Brother Ruther-
ford, decla there was no President of TEE Warcem
Towes, that his election was illegal, and that he Intended
to take full control of the British work. This was noth-
ing less than rebellion, as I told him. We received an-
other telegram, signed not only by PBrother Ratherford,
but by TEE Warce Tower SocteETy saying that all Brother
Johnson's activities of every kind in this country were
cancelled. There could be no clearer authority, Here wis
Brother Johnson sending cablegrams and getting no reply
whatever, whereas ‘my cablegrams were being answered
regularly and quickly, That put division in our house,
for be went to extremes. He did not like my opposition.
I bad no other course but to oppose him. There was no
reason for thinking that Tre Warca Towew, which is the
official journal of the Society, was in league with some
conspiracy in Ameérica, or that there was something
wrong there; there was no reason to believe that Tax Warc
Tower told lies, or that the authorities had been careless
in their work when they elected Brother Ratherford
President. He disobeyed all instructic Then he took
his last step that he could take in this way, and I have
to tell you that a fortnight ago on Monday he dismissed
me from the office. He dismissed me quite a dozen
times, and when he found I would not go, he suspended
me. It did not make much difference personallv. only the
unfortunate part of the matter was that there were some
in the house and office who were seeing things from
Brother Johnson's point of view, and Brother Housden
and three other brethren in the office were co-operating
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with him. They said they believed Brother Johnson was
right; another brother took no sides whatever he said, but
he certainly showed some sympathy with Brother John-
son. Do you know that the whole of the week before
last they kept from me every letter that came in, with
the exception of those few which happened to come in
my own name. I was not allowed to see a letter, and
they handled business they did not know about. They
kept me from the teleghone, and when I wanted to tele-
phone they would neither let me, nor my secretary use it,
and also would not allow messages to come through to
my office, Meantime, Brother 501:::30:1 was trying to
get the money we had at the Bank. He was persuaded
in this own mind he gaid, and certainly he seemed to have
persuaded those with him, that it was in the very best
interests of the British work that he should control the
money, and of wital interest to the work that I should
be gotten out of the way, How he found that out I don't
know; I expect it was by some type he saw. He persuaded
the brethren with him that this was the right thing, and
they acted on it. A sorry thing indeed. Well, I am
very glad to tell you that three of the brethren who acted
with him, one after another came to see their mistake,
and they came very humbly expressing their sorrow to
me for the treatment they measured out to me, and for
their attitude towards the work.

“We are beginning to get the work into shape again
now, but there has been a real set back to it which has
caused some fluttering about the country wondering what
is happening. Meantime Brother Johnson put an action
in the High Court to restrain me and those associated
with me, from handling Tar Warca Towez money. Why
he wanted this for himself he best knows, I don't, but
he tried hard to get at what money there was, a matter
of about £13500, Owing to the formalities of the law
there are already costs amounting to about £150. That
was to get me out of the work particularly, and to get
thimself installed in care of the British branch in face of
all the evidence against him.

“Now Brother Johnson's action s repudiated by
Brother Rutherford for two reasons. First,.that he was
never charged with such work as he took upon himself.
Brother Rutherford tells me in a letter I received a day
or two ago, that it was well understood when they wrote
out those credentials, with the gold seal which you saw
on them, that it was in order for him to get a better pass-
port into this country, and Brother Johnson fully under-
stood this, and, not at all to interfere with the British
work. Brother Rutherford said that Brother Johnson
knew this, and I would rather believe Brother Rutherford
than Brother Johnson. Besides, Brother Rutherford's
repudiation of Brother Johnson is since he sent the fool-
ish cablegram, and because it showed that he was not in
a fit mental condition to represent the Society, or indeed,
anybody else.

“Well now, brethren, this is why Brother Johnson has
not appeared before you. He will not appear here, or any-
where else as representing the Society. It cannot be under
such conditions. It is one of the most awful things we
‘have had in the whole of the Harvest work, and I see no
other explanation of it than this. Brother Rutherford
suggested that Brother Johnson has lost his balance of
mind, and coupled with this an inordinate value of him-
self in the British work. He has had thoughts in his
mind for a long time before he came to Britain which
emabled these things to act quickly upen him, but in
charity to chim we will say that it was owing to a weak
state of mind because of a strain he had. To say we are
80TTY is a poor thing. The chief trouble is, so far as we
are concerned, that there has been work done in the
hearts and minds of the brethren which is bound to hurt
lh'elm for some time to come.

Brother Rutherford, in his letter to me, sends 2 mes-
sage to the congregation. He says how sorry he is that
Brother Johnson took the course he had to, and yet how
he feels that all these things have been allowed of the

ord in order to do any work that the Lord may have
The Commission made their report to America about the
work, and when that report has been considered and we
have heard, then there will be something more to say
relative to the reationship of Brothers Shearn and Craw-
ford in the office. In the meantime Brother Rutherford
says, after sending his love to the Congregation: ‘I have
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received numerous letters from the congregation at Lon-
don. I have not time now to answer them -?l? I therefore
ask you in my behalf; to please state to the London Congre-
gation that as President of the Society I heartily disapprove
of Brother Johnson's action either in making charges against
the brethren or dismissing them, and that I attribute his
action not to a wrongful condition of heart, but to a dis-
turbed mental condition; that you will please ask the con-
gregation to sus Judgment against all persons and to
and serenely await the direction of the Lord, knowin
that in due time He will cause even this great tria] to worl
out for good to all who have had the experience and who
love Him and have been called according to His purpose.’
“Of course we have done that: we have left the election of
the two brethren in abeyance. e office matter does not
- specially concern us as a Church, emcept as we s3id some
while ago, that it might prejudice the minds of the brethren
in d“]md‘ with the election. However, we have left that,
and we do leave it until we hear from the brethren on the
other side. It Is a very loving letter that Brother Rutherford
sends, and I don't know what more to say. It is another
instance of what our dear Pastor so often reminded us of,
that when approaching the time of the Memorial there are
bard times for the Church. "It seems that the Lord allowed

. will have it removed. I bel
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Satan to come near to the Church and the Lord's people at
this time. But, as we have 80 often said, nothing can harm
us while we continue to wait upon Him. Let us do that,
brethren, so that when we come back this next week on
Thursday evening, we may come ‘with clean hands and ﬁre
hearts, and if there has been anything of bitterness, malice,
or evil surmisings, that we may take this to the Lord aad
cleanse ourselves. For my own mind I feel sure that the
Lord's hand has been In all this for good in the Harvest
Field, and to ourselves, There was certainly something here
in London that was nmmf. & strain—I believe the Lord

ieve we shall enter Into fairer
waters; we shall sail on to sweeter prosperity. I believe the
Lord is p g us that the work may go on in the country
more sw , that It may gather In the g:l grains ‘of wheat.
Let nothing disturb brethren. Whatever s reports
you may hear, and there have been strange doin all this
matter, take it to the Lord. Don't talk about it; don't ask
everybody you meet if they have heard the latest mews,
Take It to the Lord, and if there are matters relative to the
office to bring before you, we will bring -them before r&:ﬂ: in
due time. Since the office is vedd«l to the Chu the
relationship has to be taken into account. Keep your souls
in patience, and remember that the Lord is our strepgth.”

OUR SUMMARY OF THE FOREGOING EVIDENCE

The course pursued in Great Britain, which almost dis-
rupted the work there, has likewise been followed here.
Brother Johnson, the ablest brother in all the land, has
been the chief instrument in this sad affair.

Erother Johnson sget about in Great Britain to take com-
plete charge of all the work there, announcing himself
13 the Steward with all the powers possessed by Brother
Russell, and declared his intention of establishing a mew

ATCHE Towxx in country, :

To amccomplish this purpose he made charges against
a number of the brethren, that they were disloyal to
Brother Russell and the Society, and that they were dis-
regarding this expressed wishes. Without right or
aunthority, he discharged two of the managers of the

ndon office, who are bers of the il of the
INTERNATIONAL Bimiz StupEsTs ASSoCIATION, drove them
from the London Bethel, and attempted to drive out the
third and only remaining one of the Managers. He
went about the country telling all the class of the terrible
condition of affairs that he had found and poisoning
their minds against these brethren.

‘When his European tour was cancelled and he was
recalled to America and a commission of five brethren
appointed to ascertain the facts and report, he then re-
pudiated the election of the Society’s President and ap-
pealed to the Board through Brother Ritchie; ignored
the commission, and refused to appear before it

In his winning manner, and by the wrongful application
of much of ltfrl'e Old Testament, he induced some of the
members of the London Bethel to support him. He did
not wait for instructions from America, but with an ac-
complice he obtained fnueuion of the office keys, forcibly
took possession of all the mail, the office and everything
in it, and took a large amount of money out of the safe
and carried it away. )

Failing to influence the commissioners before they miet,
. and seeing that his designs were failing, he took all the

money he could lay his hands on, some of it belonging
to the Society and some a special fund that had been
raised to help the poor brethren in their defense against
the Military Act hen he employed a lawyer, pai?him
$200 of the Society’s money, and instituted a lawsuit in
the name of the Society and himself as Special Represen-
tative, against- the London managers and against the
bank, and tied up the Society’s funds and stopping the work
there until the suit could be finally determined,

Seeing the Court had decided this cause adversely to
him, and that his last desperate attempt had failed, he
left the London Bethel by letting -himaelf down from the
roof and concealing himself about London until he sailed
for America. .

SECOND PART

At Brooklyn, Brother Johnson had two hurinf before
the Board and other brethren, accupying four hours, at
the conclusion of which all present agreed that Brother
Johnson was laboring under some mental delusion.

We refrained from telling even the Bethel family about
these things, desiring to protect him. He remained quiet
in the Bethel for about two months, Then he came to
me and said he was ready to return to Great Britain,
‘When told that he could not return, that there was noth-
ing there for him to do, and that the British brethrea did
not want him, he became excited and declared he would
appeal to the Board of Directors., He demanded that I
call & meeting of the Board, which I declined to do. Why
did he want a mecting of the Board? We answer—He
hoped that the Board would overrule the Presideat and
send Brother Johnson back to Great Britain. -Notwith-
standing the fact that Brothers Hirsh, Hoskins, Wright
and Ritchie had knowledge of his exploits in Great Brit-
ain, they listened to him and at his request signed a de-
mand upon me to call & meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors to hear him. Why should they listen to his appeal
in this behalf?

SUGGESTED REASONS

Brother Russell had appointed Brother Maemillan to
the position of Representative of and Assistant to the
President, with full powers as overseer of the entire work
and had removed Brother Ritchie as Manager of the
office and Brother from the Colporteur departs
ment. The Executive Committee appointed Brother
Macmillan to the same place. When I became President
I continued Brother Macmillan In that position, Brother
Hoskins, Hirsh and Ritchie were displeased with Brother
Macmillan's appointment by Brother Russell, and with
what he had done and said to them. They wanted to
deprive him of his position and his power. Each one
of them had spoken to me against Brother Macmillan znd
I had declined in his absence to heed their speech.
Brother Ritchie had not fglt kindly about the management
of the Society since he failed of election at Pittsburgh.

Brother Johnson, in his persuasive manner, induced
these brethren to believe that I as President was usurping

ower which they should exercise. “Usurpation of power”
15 a favorite charge of Brother Johnson's against his
brethren. See his letters hereinbefore set out (page 4). If he
could induce the Board to take charge of the manage-
ment, then his hope was that he would be exonerated in
his course in Great Britain and sent back to that country.
It was easy to see that if these four brethren could take
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charge of the management, t!u!y could oust Brother Mac-
millan and have the honor of rumning the Society.
conspiracy Is an agreement to accomplish a wrongful
urpose. Was there an agreement between these brethren?
he circumstances show there was. Circumstantial evid-
eace Is often stronger direct. It was to the advan-
tage of all these brethren, as they reasoned, to deprive me
of the management. At once they joined forces. Brother
Johnson's superior ability dictated the course.
should Brother Wright join with them? Poor

Brother Wright—the others induced him to believe that he
was b Ignored as & member of the Board and that it was
his duty to stand by them to maintin the dignity of the
Board.  Brother Wright has said several times since the
trouble began that he had dragged Into this affair and
induced to believe that if he did not stand by the other
three he would be unfaithful; that he wished he was out
of it. I feel deep compassion for the dear brother,

Notwithstanding these four brethren were in the dining
room three times each d'g' and saw me and had never re-
quested a meeting of the Board, and I had never declined to
call one, and they had mo reason to believe that I would
decline ?{ they asked me, at the instance of Brother John-
son, and uvpon his advice, they signed a paper which Brother
goh:uon had written, asking that a meeting of the Board
¢ called for Brother Johnson's benefit, and Brother John-
son brought the p.ﬁr to me. They did this althcugh they
knew that he had had two hearings and knew that 1 had
told Brother Jobnson he could not go back to England.

1 was surprised at this action. I at once scented that a
conspiracy was developing to disrupt the work here and to
et Brother Johason back to England for more trouble

ere. I immediately called Brothers Wright, Ritchie, Hirsh
and Hoskins ‘and ﬁrother Van - Amburgh to a conference
in the drawing room. This was not 2 meeting of the Board.
I asked these brethren why they had sent me this

aper
through Brother Johnson. I told them why I would not
call & meeting of the Board at his instance; that he was

trying to force my hand and force himself back into Great
Britain. To show that he had been consulting with these
brethren with reference to depriving me of the management,
Brothers Hirsh and Hoskins came to this conference, think-
ing, doubtless, it was & me of the Board, armed with
papers which they produced read in an attempt to show
that it was the wish of Brother Russell that the Board
should manage the affairs of the Society, and not the Presi-
dent. 1 was astonished at their attitude. Brother Hirsh
then drew from his pocket a copy of a letter which 1 had
writtén to.Brother Johnson in England, before the election,
in which he attempted to show that I had agreed that the
Beard was in control. He could not have obtained this
letter from anybody else except Brother Johnson. Brother
Hirsh then tried 'to force a motion for a hearing of Brother
Johason, but was told that the Board was not in session. I
then said, “Brethren, this English affair is strictly a matter
for the Executive to haadle, and I have handled it without
objection from mnyone up to this hour, but I do not care

facts from you." I thereupon submi to

HARVEST SIFTINGS 23

set about to stir ug the minds of the friends agalnst the
management here. Both Brothers Johnson and Hoskins had
declined to take a Pilgrim trip, even for a_short peri
Their time was being occupied in consultation between them-
selves and with lawyers, and doing absolutely nothing in
the Harvest work, although living at the expense of the
Society. But now they to go about mnd wisit the
friends and pour into their ears accusations against the

g t of the Society, tly as Brother Johnson had
done in Great Britain.

Follo his example, Brother Hoskins cancelled his
meeting for Sunday ev July 15th, .and by previous ar-
rangement met Brother Hirsh at Philadelphia, Both of
these brethren had beea held in high esteem by the Phila-
delphia ecclesia. They hoped now to get the influence o
this class behind them. At that Sunday night meeting they
belched forth their accusations against Brother Van Am-
burgh and myself and others. For the safety of the interests
of the friends, I am compelled to refrain from publishing
some ‘of the things that they stated at that time, These
brethren, together with some c:heni at a meeting of the
Brooklyn congregation held while was at Chicago, at-
tempted to get 3 motion before the congregation to oust
e from the Chair hip of the congregati In this they
failed. When I returned I called a meetin_fhof the con-

gregation for Wednesday night, July 1sth, ese brethren
.an:lp their allies were there, fmded and ready for the fight,
intending to accomplish their purpose. Their leader failed
them and became faint-hearted, they did not attempt to
carry out their design. The result was, the Lord's blessing
was upon the meeting, and it was turned into a Love Feast,
and these opposers went away disappointed.

Their purpose was to discredit me before as many friends
as possible, and then pass a resolution depriving me of the
management of the Society, They had told me they wers
consulting lawyers. Brother Johnson had said, “We are
consulting lawyers and we know what we can do with you.”
Again they were thwarted in their purposes,. Following the
same course pursued in Great Britain, he sttempted to in-
gratiate himsell with the Bethel family here, e had not
scen his wife since' November last, and although knowing
she was not well and the Society had offered him trans-
t:mum_u_m Columbus, he declined to go; but he found

th ability and time to go about the country to stir up
strife.  He had been living at Bethel for several weeks, in
open defiances of my order to away. Seeing now that
their laid plans were failing, Brother Johnson came
to me in & different guise .

About the 20th of July he came to me in the capacity of
s mediator or peac er, expressing a desire to establish
peace. I let him pursue his course. Ele did not deceive me
at all. He said, “Now, brother, this matter should be ad-
justed, because if it goes before the Church you will be
discredited.” This seemed never to have occurred to him
when he was taking it before various members of the
Church, both in a public and private way, and when Brothers
Hirsh und Hoskins were doing likewise. He suddenly be-
came ve solicitous for my welfare. I replied, “Brother

to ke

these ?w:-"lumm the commissioner’s report and my find-

ings upon that report, and asked them to examne #t and

gmler with Brother Johnson and report to a meeting of the
oard which 1 would call a week later,

At this meeting, and after these brethren had conferred
with Brother Johnson for a week, they appeared with a
report which ated Brother Joh in all he had
done in England, and recommended that the Society pay
$500 to Brother Johnson's soliciter, notwithstanding the
judge of the High Court had compellel the solicitor to pa:
this money as a pma]?' for wrongfally ?ruamin = suit
without authority aad after having notice from the President
of the Society that such suit was improper. Brother Hirsh
introduced a resolution to carry this into effect, and moved
its adoption, and I ruled it out of order and prevented the
Sodet{ from being deprived of $500. . X

As further evidence that there was a conspiracy between
the parties, Brother Hirsh immediately drew from his pocket
a resolution which had been prepared, and offered it, which
resolution attempted to repeal the i:g-:aw passed by the
Sharcholders and by the Board of Directors, and to take
the management of the Society out of the President’s hands
and put it into the hands of these four. What followed I
have heretofore stated. )

Again Brother Johnson and his allies were frustrated in
their move. Following the same tactics which he had adopted
in Great Britain, Brother Johnson and these other brethren

am not seeking public approval; T am here to
do my duty, regardless of whn is for or against me. I am

to protect the interests of the Sociez and to
please the Lord. Youw, Brother J have been the
cause of this trouble ﬁere.. You desired to go back to
England and because I declined to send you, this trouble
was begun.” He admitted that the trovble was the result of
my refusal to give him another hearing before the Board
with a view to sending him back to England.

And now, dear brethren, I submit that it ean hardly
be said that I have acted from any selfish or ulterior motive,
I was advised by one of the best corporation lawyers in
Philadelghia that these four men were not legal members
.of the Board, and that I had the legal authority to appoint
a new board. I appointed this Board not for a selfish pur-
posc, but to protect the interests of the Society.

The Board is now composed of Brothers (Doctor)
Spill; J. A. Bohnet, George H. Fisher, A. H. Maemillan, A.

- Pierson, W. E. Van Amburgh and myself, all of whom
Brother Russell fully trusted and in whom he had the
fullest confidence. believe the [riends throughout the
country have confidence in thess brethren. that they will
safeguard the interests of the Scciety. This Board has
agreed to meet once each month for the purpose. of looking
after the interests of the Society. The rorees Purerr
Assocration is the legal corporation in New York, with
full power of management, and I have asked that Board
to create an Executive Committee to act together with me



Will the interests of the
or do they seek honor and preferment?
ea I declined Brother Hirsh's proposition to place
himself and his colleagues on the Board, upon the con-
dition that he go to Philadelphia and “make it more than

ight, he at once took the opposite course; went to Phila-
delphia and made his statement before the canxufnion
even worse than he bad made it at first, and when [ told
that congregation of his offer ? go and make it right with
them upon the condition that he and the others be put on
the Board, he did not d it Were these five brethren
then seeking the welfare of the Society and its work, or
did they have some other motive?

The opposers have never pointed out a single instance
wherein I have mismana, the affairs of the Society.
They have not suggested a single improvement in the
management. Their policy clearly is a desire for honor
and “rule or ruin” v

As conclusive proof that these conspirators, following
the example set by Brother Johnson in England, intended
to carry out the threat made by one of them to Brother
Wisdom, namely, to resort to the civil courts in their
attempt to get control of the Society and to .tie up the
money of the Society 80 that the work would be hindered,
we append the following notice served upon Brothers
Van Amburgh, Pierson and myself:

management
safer in their mdg‘d

Smi—

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, That the under-
li?ned, being a majority of the Board of Directors
of Tax Warca Towm Bmr awp Tuacr Socrrry,
hereby call a special meeting of the Board of
Directors of the said Socicty, to be held at the
St. George Hotel, Brooklyn, New York City, on
Saturday, July 28, 1917, at 3 o'clock in the after-
noon of said day, for the purpose of transacting
the following business:

1. To take such action 2s may be necessary
to frenn!. prohibit and restrain the persons mow
styling themselves a Board of Directors of this
Society from undertaking to interfere in or coatrol
the management of its affairs as Directors.

ENDORSEMENT

We, the undmiﬂed. bhaving carefully read
the foregoing and baving ‘compared the letters
with the originals, and being personally mc-
Quainted with the facts, desire to express our
approval and endorsement of the actions of

rother Rutherford in his official capacity as
President of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract

2 ty as | N 2 rad

We believe that the evidence herein produced
kas been arranged by the Lord for the pur-
pose of acquainting His dear ones with the
subtle manner by which the Adversary has
endeavored to overthrow the work which we
80 dearly love and which is causing the rapid
overthrow of his empire. Surely he has great
wrath, for he sees his time is short, The Lord
is for us, who can be against us!

W. E. VAN AMBURGH
A. H. MACMILLAN
W. F. HUDGINGS
Of Brooklyn Tebernacle and Bethe!
D. J. COHEN
Eider Brookiyn Comgragation

HARVEST SIFTINGS

Bagoxzyw, N. Y.

2. To prevent, prohibit end vestroin the officers
of this Society from out funds escept the
condent ond under the direction of this Board,

3. To take such action as may be 2
restrain any of this Society from acting ia
excess of the powers conferred

“ Charter and by-laws of this Soci

4 To take such action s may be necessary to

revent, prohibit and restrain any officer of this
gocl"ary rom di g of its records, books and

papers ﬂ:qepla:'ltd- the consent and under the direc--
ar

tion of this

6. To take such action as may be necessary to

revent, prohibit and restrain an{ officer of this
Society from -y-iax out funds of this Socicty to
the Peoples Pulpit Association except upon the con-
sent and undeg the direction of this Board,

The reason . why a special meeting of this Board
is being called by the unddnsned is that the Presi-
dent of the Society has undertaken, without aay
warrant, to consider that the affairs of the Soci
are under the exclusive control of himself aad o
certain other gentlemen who do mot compose the
Board of Diuelnu." o

ours,
. D. Wagr?T
. F. Hosxaws
A, L. Rrream

R. H. Hms=z,

Brother Ritchie said “Had I been elected to any office at
Pittsburgh I would have considered myself a member of
the Great Company class.” Since he is striving now to get
the management of the Society in his hands, i1s he seeking
to get into the Great Company class?

is whole affair has been a sad one, ' It has been a great
trial upon the Bethel family. It has :rut}!olummpt_e the
work here. We have wondered why the Lord permitted it
to come. He ws. This Is the time of ﬁ:‘!ziﬂtnal. In
this connection we lmﬂ‘r_ recommend a rer g of the
article, “Tux Houm or TewmrratioN,” written and pub-
lished by Brother Russell just before his death . His ex-
ressions there seem to be prophetic, and are now having
ulfillment. Beloved in the Lord, let us keep cur hearts,
watching diligently and seeing that no rodt of bitterness
springs up against ]i one, t us keep ourselves in the
love of God, and while the fire burns fierce, know that His
;{ru’h.mnz mt.ﬁrr. huigllluﬁ and Helwﬁ! sustain “I’| mid.

e will brig oug! ery trial everyone who is
properly uem‘ud thereby, purified and made miore fit for
the Master's nse.

My heart bleeds for these brethren. I would that I might
help them.' But they are in the hands of the Lord, and I

ray He may deal mercifully with them and that they may
Ee fully recovered if that be His holy will

And now, dear brethren, I have fh“d before you the facts,
I am conscious of the fact that I have done right. Others
may disagree with me. I am reminded that it on‘i{ five
months until my term of office expires. I pledge you, { the

ce of God, that I will strive to hold the affairs of the
together and see that no ambitious person wrecks it
within that five months, At that time I feel sure that the
Lord will direct his dear people what course to take. I have
no ambition except to please the Lord. I have had the
blessed privilege of a little part In placing before the Church
Brother R s last work, the Seventh Volume of Stupus
v TEE Scurrrumzs. I have tried to be faithful. The Lord
is my judge. Earthly reputation counts nothing and this life
1; not gm'-’ un}o me. i;,?‘:; been a 'Em“ r.?:f txt{;mcly
ery trial, but I count it a privilege to suffer with my Master
in_doing what I believe to be the right thing. '
us judge mercifully, seein at no bitterness is in
our hearts. Let us be of sober mind and watch unto prayer,
The end is at hand. Above all things, let us put on love
which is the bond of completeness,

Praying the Lord's blessings upon every one of you, and
asking your prayers in my behalf, that I may be given wisdom
and grace from on High and more of the Lord's spirit to

form the duties that He has placed in my hands, in a faith-
ul manner, until finished, and with much love, I beg to

Your brother and servast by His grace,
J. F. RUTHERFORD.
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