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The Battle of Armageddon

THE AUTHOR'S FOREWORD

THE FIRST EDITION of this Volume was published in
1897. It relates to the closing epoch of this Gospel Age, the
overlapping between it and the New Dispensation—a pe-
riod which brings to the world wonderful blessings, which
in turn, because of unpreparedness of heart, more and more
become causes of friction, discontent, trouble. If the bless-
ings of the last 43 years were to continue at the present rate
of increase, the discontent of humanity would likewise in-
crease, and the very purpose of God in the establishment of
Messiah's Kingdom and the blessing of mankind through it,
would be frustrated.

For this cause, God permits the Millennial dawn to come
upon the world gradually. As men are awakening from the
stupor of the past, they do not consider the Lord or ac-
knowledge His grace in connection with the blessings
present and coming. We have estimated that these 43 years
have brought to mankind a thousand times as much wealth
as was created during the six thousand years preceding. The
improved conditions of all mankind in civilized lands, the
shortening of hours of labor, etc., are offset by greater
knowledge and a discontent which comes therewith. This is
in harmony with the Lord's declaration respecting this time.
Describing our day in the prophecy of Daniel, He says:
"Many shall run to and fro and knowledge shall be in-
creased." "The wise shall understand," "And there shall be a
Time of Trouble such as was not since there was a nation."
Daniel 12:1-4,10.

In other words, the increase of knowledge is responsible
for the increase of discontent and fear which are bringing
Armageddon, or the Day of Vengeance of God, upon the
whole world. In the present great war, we see that the large
nations have been fearful of each other's prosperity. Al-
though all have been growing fabulously rich, all are more
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discontented than ever before, and more fearful that some-
thing will occur to hinder their enrichment and to turn the
streams of wealth to the ports of the competitor. Their fear
of each other determined that the war must come, and the
present was chosen as the most favored opportunity, before
the weaker became too strong. The same spirit is manifest
everywhere—ingratitude for the present and the past, fear-
fulness for the future, and a selfishness which pays little
heed to the Golden Rule. The conflict between capital and
labor is along this line, and we are to expect that such
things will go rapidly from bad to worse.

The debts of the warring nations are authoritatively
stated to amount to fifty-five billions of dollars—a sum
which, of course, can never be paid in gold; and everybody
knows that there is not sufficient gold to pay the interest on
the debts of the world. This spells bankruptcy—as soon as
the war shall end and the issuing of bonds shall cease to
provide money for the payment of the interest on other
bonds. The nations are thus falling into the chasm of bank-
ruptey, but it is with them as with a human being falling,
the sensations are not so bad until the falling ceases in a de-
moralizing concussion. Evidently the war will not stop
from lack of men to shoot and be shot, but either from lack
of food or from financial weakness. That it will be the latter
is the author's opinion.

Already the kings, political and financial, and their ad-
visers, are in great perplexity respecting what shall be done
after the close of the war to prevent a world-wide revolu-
tion of the discontented. Twenty millions of men now under
arms will need employment. Suppose that one-fourth of
them are retained in the army, what will be done with the
remaining three-fourths? That is the question that is puz-
zling many of the world's wise men. The world is getting
along without them now, and also manufacturing vast quan-
tities of military stores and ammunition. Evidently it could
get along without those twenty millions of men altogether.
Reckless of human life, they will be more or less of a
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menace in every land. The British are making prepara-
tions to induce their surplus to become farmers in Canada
and Australia. Other nations are undoubtedly pursuing a
similar course to the extent that they are able. But they all
realize that they will have their hands full to cope with
the situation.

The Bible points out that about this time the Nominal
Church systems of the world will rise to great prominence
again in connection with the Civil powers. We can readily
see the grounds for this. All the kingdoms, financially
weakened, will realize the necessity for keeping a dominat-
ing grip upon the public and preventing anything akin to
Socialism and Anarchy. They will naturally look to the
great religious institutions called Churches to support them,
to threaten the people with future torments, and in general
to help keep the Ship of State from being overturned. The
churches also will be ready and glad for such an opportu-
nity. Already, they are rolling together as a scroll—the one
side, Catholic, the other, Protestant, opposed and yet con-
nected—each side united and federated to the best of its
ability.

But the Bible declares that this reign "as a queen" will
be a short one, and that the fall of Babylon will be tremen-
dous—Iike a great millstone cast into the sea. It will be dur-
ing the power of this so-called "queen" for a little season,
that the world will be under a great strain as respects any
presentation of the Truth. And those found loyal to God and
to principle will doubtless suffer therefor.

At the time of Babylon's fall, the mighty ones of the
earth, financial and political princes and kings, will stand
afar off, keeping clear of too close an affiliation with her,
although they will greatly lament her destruction, realizing
that it forebodes their own. Then very shortly will come the
complete overthrow and destruction of the present Gentile
governments, symbolically represented in the Bible as a
great conflagration which will consume the whole earth—
all institutions—religious, social, political, and financial.
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Considering that this Volume was written twenty years
ago, none need be surprised to find that some of its state-
ments, although startlingly strong, come short now of the
full Truth. For instance, the wealth of the world has greatly
multiplied in these twenty years. The combinations of capi-
tal have greatly increased in capitalization, power and in-
fluence. It 1s estimated that during the past four years the
capital of the United States has increased at the rate of ten
billions a year.

In this Volume it was pointed out that although the
Trusts at the time of the writing were beneficial rather than
injurious, nevertheless these giants, born of avarice and
built up in self-interest, would eventually become a men-
ace, a danger to the people and their interests. We have
reached that time, and many are realizing that the danger is
upon us. Nothing evil may be done so long as the machin-
ery is working well and under control; but when the mo-
ment shall come that the interests of the managers and capi-
talists will be in the reverse direction from the interests of
their employees and the public, then look out! Remember
the inspired Word—that this is to be "a Time of Trouble
such as never was since there was a nation."

How glad we are that man's extremity in this Time of
Trouble will be the Lord's opportunity! He is waiting to be
gracious. He is wishing to pour out upon mankind the
blessings of the Millennial Kingdom for one thousand
years, for their uplift out of sin and death conditions back
to the image and likeness of God. He foreknows that they
must first have their lessons. He has shown this already to
those who have seeing eyes, by granting more than forty
years of the dawning period—which, however, instead of
bringing blessings and happiness to the world, have
brought more and more of discontent. The Lord will allow
mankind now to go their length in carrying out their own
plans and schemes. He will allow them to demonstrate the
futility of all these schemes, and that nothing but Divine in-
terposition will save them from wrecking the entire fabric
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of Society. Indeed, He will permit the wreck, and then reor-
ganize humanity under Messiah; for He promises that His
Kingdom shall be "the desire of all nations." Haggai 2:7
Your servant in the Lord,
CHARLES T. RUSSELL

Brooklyn, N.Y.,
October 1, 1916
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FOREWORD

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

"And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great
river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that
the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. And |
saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of
devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of
the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the bat-
tle of that great Day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a
thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments,
lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he gath-
ered them together into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue Armageddon.” Revelation 16:12-16

Armageddon is a Hebrew word signifying the Hill of
Megiddo, or the Mount of Destruction. Megiddo occupied a
very marked position on the southern edge of the Plain of
Esdraelon, and commanded an important pass into the hill
country. This locality was the great battleground of Pales-
tine, on which were fought many of the famous battles of
Old Testament history. There Gideon and his little band
alarmed and discomfited the Midianites, who destroyed one
another in their flight. (Judges 7:19-23) There King Saul
was defeated by the Philistines. (I Sam. 31:1-6) There King
Josiah was slain by Pharaoh-Necho in one of the most dis-
astrous conflicts in the history of Israel. (2 Chron. 35:22-
25) There also King Ahab and his wife Jezebel lived, in the
city of Jezreel, where Jezebel afterwards met a horrible
death. 2 Kings 9:30-37

These battles were in a sense typical. The defeat of the
Midianites released the people of Israel from bondage to
Midian. Thus Gideon and his band typified our Lord and
the Church, who are to release mankind from their bondage
to sin and death. The death of King Saul and the overthrow
of his kingdom by the Philistines opened the way for
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the reign of David, who typified Messiah. King Ahab typi-
fied the civil government, symbolically called the "Dragon"
in the Revelation. Queen Jezebel symbolically foreshad-
owed the great harlot, Babylon, and as such she is men-
tioned by name. "Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My ser-
vants." Rev. 2:20

In the Scriptures the Lord has evidently seen fit to asso-
ciate the name of this famous battlefield, Armageddon, with
the great controversy between Truth and Error, right and
wrong, God and Mammon, with which the Gospel Age will
close and the Messianic Age be ushered in. He has pur-
posely used highly symbolic language in the last book of
the Bible, evidently with a view to hiding certain important
truths until the due time for their revealment. But even in
the due time, "None of the wicked shall understand; but the
wise shall understand." (Dan. 12:10) None who are out of
heart harmony with God shall know; but only the wise
among His people—the wise virgin class of the Master's
parable. Matt. 25:1-13

When we consider our text, therefore, we are not to ex-
pect any gathering of the people literally to the Hill of
Megiddo. Rather we are to look for that which is symbol-
ized by that mountain. Many things are being called "The
Battle of Armageddon"; this phrase is being used in many
ways and from many standpoints. But Christians realize
that this word Armageddon specially belongs to the Bible,
where it is used in a spiritual sense. If, therefore, the
present is an opportune time in which to consider the Battle
of Armageddon from a political standpoint, it surely is the
proper time to consider the term from its true religious
point of view.

We all know that the book of Revelation is full of sym-
bols. God seems to have placed this book last in the Bible
with the intent of covering up great and important truths.
That it contains valuable truths is the opinion of all Bible
students. Yet so skillfully has God covered those truths that
His people in times past have not been able fully and
clearly to discern them. Bible students believe that this has
been the Divine intention, not only because these truths
were not due to be understood, but because God intends to
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keep certain features of His Truth from the world. Mankind
have always misunderstood the Divine Plan; for God in His
wisdom wishes to have them misunderstand. The truths
recorded in the Revelation are not for the world, nor for
nominal Christians, but for the Church—the Body of
Christ, the saintly ones "the Church of the First-borns
which are written in Heaven." To these the knowledge will
become "meat in due season." "The wise shall understand."
The Scriptures abound with allusions to Armageddon.
Our Lord Jesus calls it "great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be." (Matt. 24:21) The Prophet Daniel describes it as
"a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a na-
tion, even to that same time." (Dan. 12:1) Closely in con-
nection with this statement Daniel declares that God's Rep-
resentative, "Michael, shall stand up, the great Prince which
standeth for the children of" Israel. The word "Michael"
signifies "He who is like God"—the Godlike One. He will
stand up for the salvation of God's people, for the rectifica-
tion of error and wrong, for the establishment of right and
truth, to bring to the world of mankind the great Kingdom
of God, which has been preached from the days of Abra-
ham.

Time for the Establishment of Messiah's Kingdom

The Revelation of St. John, being a book of symbols,
will not be understood by the world. God Himself has said
that only at a certain time may even the Church expect to
understand. When the Prophet Daniel inquired concerning
the meaning of his vision, the angel replied, "Go thy way,
Daniel; for the words are closed up and sealed till the Time
of the End"—not the end of the world, but the end of the
Age—the end of this Dispensation. "The earth abideth for-
ever." Eccl. 1:4

St. Peter tells us that this Age is to end in a great con-
flagration—symbolical of the Time of Trouble, in which
present institutions will be swallowed up. (2 Pet. 3:8-13)
Elsewhere in the Scriptures, this terrible Time of Trouble is
symbolically represented as a storm, as a whirlwind, as a
fire, to consume everything. After the present order shall
have passed away in the great Time of Trouble, God Himself
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will establish His Kingdom—the one for which we pray,
"Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, even as it
is done in Heaven."

If, then, there is anything to indicate that we are living in
the end of the Gospel Age, anything to indicate that the Vir-
gins are trimming their lamps, we may rest assured that the
time for the Wise Virgins to enter into glory is close at
hand. What a blessed message is this for "all who love His
appearing!"

In the same prophecy which tells that the Time of the
End is the time for the wise toward God to understand, we
are told that this time will be especially marked by two par-
ticular features: first, "Many shall run to and fro"; second,
"Knowledge shall be increased." (Dan. 12:4) Today we see
this prophecy fulfilled. All over the world people are run-
ning to and fro as never before. Railroads, steamboats, au-
tomobiles, electric cars—surface, subway and elevated—
etc., carry mankind everywhere. General increase of knowl-
edge characterizes our wonderful day. Every child ten years
old is able to read. All over the world are books, newspa-
pers, Bibles in every home—opportunity for knowledge
such as never has been known since man was on earth.

The remarkable fulfilment of this prophecy marks our
day as the time of The End, in which the present Dispensa-
tion is to be concluded and the New Dispensation is to be
ushered in—the time when God's people will be able to un-
derstand the situation and to get ready for their change.

Principles, not Individuals, under Discussion

All Christian people credit the book of Revelation to our
Lord, as St. John does. (Rev. 1:1) Therefore we are not re-
sponsible for the symbolism used in that book. There are so
many ways in which one might be misunderstood, even by
good Christian people, that we naturally feel a delicacy
about expressing our views. As we proceed to set forth our
understanding of the symbols of the Revelation, we wish to
state most emphatically that we are saying nothing what-
ever against godly Christians anywhere, at any time,
whether in any church or out of any church. We have noth-
ing to say respecting people. We discuss PRINCIPLES,
DOCTRINES, ALWAYS; individuals, NEVER! God has
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not commissioned us to discuss people; it is ours to discuss
His Word.

As we present our interpretation of the symbols of Rev-
elation, we realize that the Word of God conveys a very ter-
rible arraignment of some of the great systems of our day—
some that we have long reverenced and esteemed, that we
have thought contained many who are godly in word and in
deed. Let us, therefore, clearly distinguish between individ-
uals and systems. We say nothing against the godly indi-
vidual, but in the interpretation of the Word of God what we
have to say is merely in respect to these systems. Indeed we
believe that the saintly people of God are left out of these
symbols, probably because the saints of God, as compared
with the hundreds of millions of humanity, are merely a
small company, as Jesus said: "Fear not, Little Flock."

Coming to the interpretation of the symbols of Rev.
16:13-16, we find that there are three agencies connected
with the gathering of the hosts to this Battle of Armaged-
don. We read that out of the mouth of the Beast, out of the
mouth of the False Prophet and out of the mouth of the
Dragon proceeded three unclean spirits like frogs; and that
these three unclean spirits, frog-like, went forth throughout
the whole world to gather the whole world into this Battle
of Armageddon.

It 1s proper, then, for us to inquire what systems are
meant by these symbolic words—the Dragon, the Beast and
the False Prophet. After we shall discover what is meant by
these terms, we shall ask what is symbolized by the frogs
that came out from their mouths.

Throughout the Bible, a Beast is the symbol used to rep-
resent a government. In Daniel's prophecy the great univer-
sal empires of the earth are thus symbolized. Babylon was
the Lion, Medo-Persia the Bear, Greece the Leopard, and
Rome the Dragon. (Dan. 7:1-8) The Roman Empire still
persists. Christendom is a part of that great Roman Empire
which began in the days of Caesar and which, according to
the Scriptures, still is in the world.

Practically all Bible exegetes agree that the Dragon of
the Revelation represents the purely civil power, wherever
it may be found. We do not understand this to mean that all
the powers of the world are evil or of the Devil, but that
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the Dragon is the symbol which the Lord is pleased to use
to represent civil power.

The Beast of Rev. 16:13 is the same that is mentioned in
Rev. 13:2, where it is described as resembling a leopard—
spotted. Protestant interpreters of the Revelation agree that
this symbol refers to the Papal system—mnot to the Pope, not
to Catholic congregations, not to individual Catholics, but to
the system as a whole, which has existed for centuries.

In His Word, God has been pleased to recognize the Pa-
pacy as a system, as a government. Papacy claims that the
Kingdom of God, Messiah's Kingdom, was established in
799 A.D.; that it lasted a thousand years, just as the Bible de-
clares Christ's Kingdom will last; and that it expired in 1799
A.D. They claim also that since 1799 this Kingdom of Christ
(that is, the Papal system, represented in the Revelation as
the Beast) has been suffering violence; and that during this
time the Devil has been loosed, in fulfilment of Rev. 20:7.

History records that the era closing with 1799, marked
by Napoleon's Egyptian campaign, sealed and defined the
limit of Papal dominion over the nations. Napoleon even
took the Pope prisoner to France, where he died. This hu-
miliating experience, Roman Catholics claim, marks the
time of the loosing of Satan in fulfilment of Rev. 20:7.

We cannot agree with our Catholic brethren's interpreta-
tion of prophecy. Our Lord was surely right when He de-
clared that "the prince of this world is Satan," and that this
is "the present evil world" or age. The reason why there is
so much graft, false doctrine, delusion, ignorance, supersti-
tion everywhere is that Satan is the great being who is de-
ceiving the world. According to the Scriptures Satan is to
be bound for a thousand years, that he may deceive the na-
tions no more. (Rev. 20:3) After the thousand years shall
have been finished, Satan shall be loosed for a little season
to test mankind. Then he will be destroyed in the Second
Death, together with all who are in harmony with him.

Bible students are only now getting their eyes open to
see the lengths, breadths, heights and depths of the Love of
God—His wonderful provision made, first, for the Church,
who are to share in the Kingdom glory; and second, for the
world of mankind, who will receive the blessing of an up-
lift to human perfection during that thousand years. This
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glorious Epoch is just approaching, instead of being in the
past. So glorious will be the condition of humanity at the
close of Messiah's Kingdom that nothing ever dreamed will
compare with it. But the great work of God will not be per-
fected until every human being will have reached perfec-
tion, or will have been destroyed in the Second Death, be-
cause of refusal to come into harmony with the laws of
righteousness. Then every creature in Heaven and on earth,
will be heard saying, "Blessing and honor and glory and
power be unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne and to the
Lamb, for ever and ever." Rev. 5:13

The Dragon, then, symbolizes the Roman power, repre-
sented by the civil power in the world. The Beast is the Pa-
pal system of government. The third symbol, the False
Prophet, remains to be interpreted. This, we believe, is an-
other name for the system elsewhere called "the Image of
the Beast." (Rev. 13:14) According to the Scriptures, this
Image 1s a very exact representation of the Beast. The False
Prophet, or Image of the Beast, we understand to mean the
Protestant Federation of Churches.

The Image of the Beast

In order to see why the Protestant Federation of
Churches should be symbolized as the Image of the Beast
and as the False Prophet, we must examine other symboli-
cal Scriptures. In Rev. 17:5, our attention is called to a great
"mystery." The word "harlot" in Scriptural symbolism does
not mean an immoral person. It refers to the Church, which
was to be the Kingdom of God, but which lost her virginity
and became united to an earthly husband, instead of her
Heavenly Husband. To what earthly husband did the
Church unite? To the Roman Empire. In the minds of
Luther and other reformers there was no doubt that there
was a close union between the Church and the world. The
Church for a time claimed to be waiting for Christ to set up
His Kingdom. Finally she said, "I will not wait until the
Second Coming of Christ, I will unite with the Roman
Empire."

All know the result. The Roman Catholic Church was
exalted, and reigned as a queen for centuries. This union of
Church and State is represented in a famous picture found
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in Italy. On a throne the Pope and the Emperor sit side by
side. On one side are cardinals, bishops, the lower clergy
and the laity, in order of rank. On the other side are gener-
als, lieutenants, soldiers, etc., down to the common people.
Thus the union of Church and State was recognized.

On the basis of this union all earthly governments are
called Christian; for they claim unity as part and parcel with
the Church. History tells us that for centuries the Church
appointed the earthly kings. Whosoever the Pope desired
was crowned. In proof of the supremacy of the Church a
story is told in regard to Emperor Henry IV of Germany,
who had incurred the Papal displeasure and who as a pun-
ishment was compelled to stand for three days without the
castle gates of Canossa, barefooted, and clad only in the
haircloth shirt of a penitent, exposed to the inclemency of
mid-winter. Then he was forced to crawl on hands and
knees into the presence of the Pontiff, whose silk stocking
was removed in order that the emperor might kiss the
Pope's great toe, in fulfilment of Psa. 2:12, "Kiss the Son,
O ye kings of the earth."

To our understanding this is a mistaken application of
Scripture. "The Son" is not the Pope. The "holy hill" is the
Kingdom of God. His agency is symbolized as the holy
Mount Zion. The great Messiah will completely overthrow
all the things of the present time, and will establish the
Kingdom of Righteousness and Truth, which will uplift
mankind out of sin and degradation.

Roman Catholics believe that the Pope is the vicegerent
of Christ, reigning in His stead. They believe that the
present is the time when Satan 1s loosed to deceive the na-
tions; that very shortly the Church will again get full power
in the world; and that as a result every one who does not
obey them will be destroyed. This interpretation points us
to Revelation 13th and 20th Chapters. Protestants do not
appreciate the situation. Doubtless all thinking people have
noticed that overtures for union come from Protestantism,
but never from Catholicism.

The question now arises, Why should the Scriptures pic-
ture Protestantism as an Image of the Beast? When and
how did this come about? From the time of the Reforma-
tion, Protestants had been striving individually to get out
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of the darkness of the past and thus had formulated many
creeds and had organized many denominations. But about
the middle of the last century the leaders began to see that if
every one continued to study the Bible individually the time
would come when each one would have an individual
creed. To prevent what seemed to them a loss of power,
they planned a union of Protestants in a system called the
Evangelical Alliance.

The Evangelical Alliance, an organization of the differ-
ent Protestant denominations, was formed in 1846 for the
very purpose of doing in their own way the same thing that
Catholicism would do in its own way. Seeing the great
power that Roman Catholics would exercise because of a
united system, Protestants said, "We are divided. We have
no power. We will organize." Then and there, according to
the Scriptures, they made an Image of the Beast.

The Bible says, however, that before the Image can do
any particular harm it must receive life from the two-
horned Beast. (Rev. 13:15) This two-horned Beast with
horns like a lamb, but a voice like a dragon, we believe rep-
resents the Church of England, which is not a party to the
Evangelical Alliance. The Church of England makes the
claim which the Church of Rome makes—that she is the
true Church; that all others are wrong; that she has the orig-
inal apostolic succession; and that no one is commissioned
to preach unless he has had divine, apostolic hands laid
upon him. This has been the contention of the Church of
England for centuries, and constitutes the difference be-
tween that Church and all other Protestant denominations.

Although the Evangelical Alliance was organized in
1846, it has not been able to accomplish its purpose, be-
cause it did not know how to operate. The denominations in
the Alliance were united only in name, and hence have
worked against each other. Denominations outside of the
Alliance were declared to be unauthorized; and they, in
turn, challenged the Evangelical Churches to show where
they got authority to preach. As a result the Image had no
power to act; it was trodden upon; and to get vitality—Ilife
—it would need apostolic succession; it must have some-
thing as a basis for operation.

The Scriptures indicate that the Church of England will
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become intimate with the Evangelical Alliance and will
give it apostolic authority to preach. Because of this union
the Alliance will be able to say, "We have apostolic author-
ity to preach. Let no one speak unless he has our sanction."
This action on their part is described in Rev. 13:17. None
will be allowed to buy or sell spiritual things in the spiritual
market unless he has either the mark of the Beast or the
mark of the Image.

In Rev. 16:13 we find mention of the False Prophet, an-
other representation of the Image—the vitalized product of
the Evangelical Alliance, which has taken the form of Church
Federation, and has today a great deal of vitality. Whether we
can expect it to have more remains to be seen. The Scriptures
clearly indicate that the Image of the Beast is to get so great
power that it will do the same thing that the Roman Catholic
Church did in the past; and that the two systems, Catholic and
Protestant, will rule the civilized world with a high hand
through the civil power—the Dragon.

"Three Unclean Spirits Like Frogs"

The Scriptures tell us that this result is to be brought
about by the utterances of the combined power of Church
and State. "Three unclean spirits like frogs came out of the
mouth of the Dragon, and out of the mouth of the Beast,
and out of the mouth of the False Prophet." In this passage,
the spirit is a doctrine—an unclean doctrine—a false doc-
trine. Each of these systems will utter the same things, and
these utterances will have the effect of gathering the king-
doms of earth together to the great Battle of Armageddon.

The symbolism of Scripture, rightly understood, is very
forceful, and there is always a close resemblance between
the symbol itself and the thing symbolized. When the holy
Spirit uses a frog to represent certain doctrines or teachings,
we may be sure that the application will fit well. While a
frog is a small creature, yet it puffs itself up until it almost
bursts with the effort to be somebody. A frog has a very
wise look, even though it does not know very much. Then a
frog croaks whenever it utters a sound.

The three most prominent characteristics of a frog, then,
are pomposity, an air of superior wisdom and knowledge,
and a continual croaking. Applying these characteristics to
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the picture given in the Divine Word, we learn that from the
civil power, from the Catholic Church and from the Federa-
tion of Protestant Churches will go forth the same teach-
ings. The spirit of all will be boastful; an air of superior
knowledge and wisdom will be assumed; all will foretell
dire results to follow any failure to obey their counsels.
However conflicting the creeds, the differences will be 1g-
nored in the general proposition that nothing ancient must
be disturbed, or investigated, or repudiated.

The Divine authority of the Church, and the Divine right
of kings, aside from the Church, will not be allowed to
conflict; for both will be indorsed. Any persons or teachings
in conflict with these boastful, unscriptural claims will be
branded as everything vile, at the mouths of the frogs,
croaking from pulpits and platforms, and through the reli-
gious and secular press. The nobler sentiments of some will
be strangled by the philosophy of the same evil spirit which
spoke through Caiaphas, the high priest, respecting our
Lord Jesus. As Caiaphas declared it expedient to commit a
crime in violation of justice, both human and Divine, to be
rid of Jesus and His teachings, so this frog-like spirit will
approve of any and every violation of principle necessary to
self-protection.

Every true Christian is ashamed to look back upon the
pages of history and see what terrible deeds were done in the
name of God and justice, and in the name of our Lord Jesus.
We are not to think for a moment that these frog spirits, or
doctrines, are all bad, but rather that they are doctrines of
bombast and pomposity, representing themselves to be very
wise and great, and having the backing of centuries. Out of
the mouth of the Dragon comes the doctrine of the Divine
right of Kings: "Do not look back of the curtain of history to
see where the kings got that right. Accept the doctrine; for if
you do not, and if men look into the matter, there will be a
terrible revolution and everything will go down!"

The Beast and the False Prophet have similar croakings.
The Catholic Church says, "Do not look behind! Do not
question anything about the Church!" Protestantism says,
also, "We are great, we are wise, we know a great deal. Keep
quiet! No one will then know that you know nothing." All
say (croaking), "We tell you that if you say anything against
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present arrangements, terrible things will come to pass."

Political parties are figuring in this. All declare, "If any
change should come, it will mean terrible disaster!" Some
have the backbone and some have the civil power behind
them, but unitedly they croak to the people that if any
change 1s made, it will mean ruin to the present order. In the
language of our day, "Stand pat!" is the order in Church and
in State; but the people are being moved by fear. It is this
croaking of the Beast, the Dragon and the False Prophet
that will arouse the kings of earth and gather them together
to the Armageddon Battle and destruction.

The ecclesiastical kings and princes, with their retinue
of clergy and faithful adherents, will be gathered in solid
phalanx—Protestant and Catholic. The political kings and
princes, senators, and all in high places, with their hench-
men and retainers, will follow in line on the same side. The
financial kings and merchant princes, and all whom they
can influence by the most gigantic power ever yet exercised
in the world, will join the same side, according to this
prophecy. They do not realize, however, that they are com-
ing to Armageddon; yet strange to say, this is a part of their
very cry, "Come together to Armageddon!"

Speaking of our day, our Lord declared, "Men's hearts
failing them for fear and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven
shall be shaken." (Luke 21:26) The kings of Europe know
not what to do. All sectarianism is being shaken. Many peo-
ple of God are in perplexity.

The croaking of the frog spirits, or doctrines, will gather
the kings and princes, financial, political, religious and in-
dustrial into one great army. The spirit of fear, inspired by
the croaking, will scourge the passions of otherwise good
and reasonable men to fury—desperation. In their blind fol-
lowing of these evil spirits, evil doctrines, they will be
ready to sacrifice life and everything on what they mistak-
enly suppose is the altar of Justice, Truth and Righteousness
under a Divine arrangement.

Many noble people in this great army will assume an at-
titude quite contrary to their preference. For a time the
wheels of liberty and progress will be turned backward, and
mediaeval restraints will be considered necessary for self-
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preservation—for the maintenance of the present order of
things and for the prevention of the new order which God
has decreed, the due time for which is at hand. Even those
who may be God's people do not stop to consider whether it
is His will that things should continue as they have been for
the past six thousand years. The Bible says that such is not
God's will, but that there is to be a great overturning, that a
new order is coming in.

For a brief time, as we understand the Scriptures, these
combined forces of Armageddon will triumph. Free speech,
free mails, and other liberties which have come to be the
very breath of the masses in our day, will be ruthlessly shut
off on the plea of necessity, the glory of God, the com-
mands of the Church, etc. The safety-valve will be sat upon,
and thus will cease to annoy earth's kings with the sound of
escaping steam; and all will seem to be serene—until the
great social explosion described in the Revelation as an
earthquake will take place. In symbolic language an earth-
quake signifies social revolution, and the Scriptural declara-
tion is that none like it ever before occurred. (Rev.
16:18,19) See our Lord's reference to it in Matt. 24:21.

The Lord's Great Army

At this juncture, the Scriptures show, Divine Power will
step forward, and God will gather the marshaled hosts to
Armageddon—to the Mount of Destruction. (Rev. 16:16)
The very thing which they sought to avert by their union,
federation, etc., will be the very thing that they will hasten.
Other Scriptures tell us that God will be represented by
Messiah, and that He will be on the side of the masses. "At
that time shall Michael [the Godlike One—Messiah] stand
up." (Dan. 12:1) He will assume authority. He will take
possession of His Kingdom in a manner little looked for by
many of those who erroneously have been claiming to be
His Kingdom, and authorized by Him to reign in His name
and in His stead.

Our Lord Jesus declared, "His servants ye are unto
whom ye render service." Some may be rendering service
to Satan and to error, who claim to be rendering service to
God and to righteousness; and some may serve ignorantly,
as did Saul of Tarsus, who "verily thought that he did God
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service" in persecuting the Church. The same principle
holds true reversely. As an earthly king does not hold him-
self responsible for the moral character of each soldier who
fights his battles, so the Lord does not vouch for the moral
character of all who enlist and fight on His side of any
question. His servants they are to whom they render ser-
vice, whatever the motive or object prompting.

The same principle will apply in the coming Battle of
Armageddon. God's side of that battle will be the people's
side; and that very nondescript host, the people, will be pit-
ted at the beginning of the battle. Anarchists, Socialists, and
hot-headed radicals of every school of reason and unreason,
will be in the forefront of that battle. He who has any
knowledge of army life knows that a great army is com-
posed of all classes.

The masses will be restless under their restraints, but
will be conscious of their weakness as compared with the
kings and princes, financial, social, religious and political,
who will then hold sway. The majority of the poor and the
middle class prefer peace at almost any price. The masses
have no sympathy with anarchy. They realize truly that the
worst form of government is better than none. The masses
will seek relief through the ballot and the peaceful readjust-
ment of earth's affairs for the elimination of evil, for the
placing of monopolies and utilities and the supplies of na-
ture in the hands of the people for the public good. The cri-
sis will be reached when the hitherto upholders of the law
shall become violators of the law and resisters of the will of
the majority as expressed by the ballot. Fear for the future
will goad the well-meaning masses to desperation, and an-
archy will result when Socialism fails.

The Lord's saints are not to be in this battle at all. God's
consecrated people, longing at heart for Messiah's Kingdom
and the glorious Year of Jubilee and Restitution which it
will inaugurate, will patiently abide the Lord's time, and
wait unmurmuringly for it. Their lamps trimmed and burn-
ing, they will not be in darkness respecting the momentous
events of the impending battle; but they will be of good
courage, knowing the outcome portrayed in the "more sure
word of prophecy," to which they have done well to "take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the
Day dawn." 2 Pet. 1:19
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The question now arises, Why did not God send His
Kingdom sooner? Why is Armageddon necessary? We an-
swer that God has His own times and seasons, and that He
has appointed the Great Seventh Thousand-Year Day for
the reign of Christ. Divine Wisdom has withheld until our
day the great knowledge and skill which is breeding at the
same time millionaires and discontents. Had God lifted the
veil of ignorance a thousand years sooner, the world would
have lined up for Armageddon a thousand years sooner.
God did not bring these things before the present time be-
cause His Plan has various parts, all of which are converg-
ing at the same time. In kindness God veiled the eyes of
mankind until the gathering to Armageddon would immedi-
ately precede Messiah's taking to Himself His great power
and beginning His reign. Rev. 11:17,18

The attitude of the people of God should be that of great
thankfulness to the Giver of every good. They should make
provision for the great storm that is coming and keep very
quiet, not unduly interested in the side of either rich or
poor. We know in advance that the Lord is on the side of the
people. He it is that will fight the Armageddon Battle, and
His agency will be that peculiar army—all classes. When
this great "earthquake" of social revolution comes, it will
not be a mere handful of anarchists, but an uprising of the
people to throw off the great power that is strangling them.
Selfishness is at the bottom of the whole matter.

Not Yet, but Soon

For forty years the Armageddon forces have been mus-
tering for both sides of the conflict. Strikes, lockouts and
riots, great and small, have been merely incidental skir-
mishes as the belligerents cross each other's paths. Court
and army scandals in Europe, insurance, trust and court
scandals in America, have shaken public confidence. Dyna-
mite plots, charged by turns on employees and on employ-
ers, have tended to make each distrustful of the other. Bitter
and angry feelings on both sides are more and more mani-
fested. The lines of battle are daily becoming more dis-
tinctly marked. Nevertheless Armageddon cannot yet be
fought.

Gentile Times have but few years to run. The Image of the
Beast must yet receive life—power. It must be transformed
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from a mere mechanism to a living force. Protestant Feder-
ation realizes that its organization will continue to be futile
unless it receives vitalization—unless its clergy directly or
indirectly shall be recognized as possessed of apostolic or-
dination and authority to teach. This, the prophecy indi-
cates, will come from the two-horned Beast, which we be-
lieve symbolically represents the Church of England.
High-handed activities of Protestantism and Catholicism,
operating in conjunction for the suppression of human
liberties, await this vivifying of the Image. This may come
soon, but Armageddon cannot precede it, but must follow
—perhaps a year after, according to our view of the
Prophetic Word.

Still another thing intervenes. Although the Jews are
gradually flowing into Palestine, gradually obtaining con-
trol of the land of Canaan, and although reports say that al-
ready nineteen millionaires are there, nevertheless,
prophecy requires an evidently larger number of wealthy
Hebrews to be there before the Armageddon crisis be
reached. Indeed, we understand that "Jacob's trouble" in the
Holy Land will come at the very close of Armageddon.
Then Messiah's Kingdom will begin to be manifested.
Thenceforth Israel in the Land of Promise will gradually
rise from the ashes of the past to the grandeur of prophecy.
Through its Divinely appointed princes, Messiah's King-
dom, all-powerful, but invisible, will begin to roll away the
curse and to lift up mankind, and to give beauty for ashes.

I can see His coming judgments, as they circle all the earth,

The signs and groanings promised, to precede a second birth;

I read His righteous sentence, in the crumbling thrones of earth;
Our King is marching on.

The seventh trump is sounding, and our King knows no defeat,

He will sift out the hearts of men before His judgment seat.

Oh! be swift, my soul, to welcome Him; be jubilant, my feet;
Our King is marching on.
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"THE DAY OF VENGEANCE"

STUDY I

Prophetic Mention of it—The Time at Hand—Object of this Volume—
General Observations.

"The day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my re-
deemed is come." "It is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the
year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion." Isa. 63:4; 34:8.

THUS the Prophet Isaiah refers to that period which Daniel
(12:1) describes as "a time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation"; of which Malachi (4:1) says,
"Behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble";
wherein the Apostle James (5:1-6) says the rich men shall
weep and howl for the miseries that shall come upon them;
the day which Joel (2:2) describes as a day of clouds and
thick darkness; which Amos (5:20) says is "darkness and
not light, even very dark and no brightness in it"; and to
which the Lord refers (Matt. 24:21,22) as a time of "great
tribulation," so ruinous in its character that, if it were not
cut short, no flesh would survive its ravages.

That the dark and gloomy day thus described by the
prophets is a day of judgment upon mankind socially and na-
tionally—a day of national recompenses—is clear from many
scriptures. But while noting these, let the reader bear in



[D12]
mind the difference between national judgment and individ-
ual judgment. While the nation is composed of individuals,
and individuals are largely responsible for the courses of
nations, and must and do suffer greatly in the calamities
which befall them, nevertheless, the judgment of the world
as individuals will be distinct from its judgment as nations.

The day of individual judgment for the world will be the
Millennial age, as already shown.* Then, under the favor-
able conditions of the New Covenant, and granted a clear
knowledge of the truth, and every possible assistance and
incentive to righteousness, all men individually, and not
collectively as nations and other social organizations, will
be on trial, or judgment, for eternal life. The judgment of
nations, now instituted, is a judgment of men in their col-
lective (religious and civil) capacities. The civil institutions
of the world have had a long lease of power; and now, as
the "Times of the Gentiles" come to a close, they must ren-
der up their accounts. And the Lord's judgment, expressed
beforehand by the prophets, is that not one of them will be
found worthy of a renewal of that lease or a continuance of
life. The decree is that the dominion shall be taken from
them, and that he whose right it is shall take the Kingdom,
and the nations shall be given to him for an inheritance.
Ezek. 21:27;, Dan. 7:27; Psa. 2:8; Rev. 2:26,27

Hear the word of the Lord to the nations assembled be-
fore him for judgment: "Come near, ye nations, to hear;
and hearken, ye people; let the earth hear, and all that is
therein: the world, and all things that come forth of it. For
the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his
fury upon all their armies." "The Lord is...an everlasting
King: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations
shall not be able to abide his indignation." "A noise shall

*Vol. 1., Chapter 8.
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come, even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a con-
troversy with the nations....Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a
great whirlwind [intense and complicated trouble and
commotion] shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth.
And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end
of the earth even unto the other end of the earth." "Wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up to the
prey; for my determination is to gather the nations, that I
may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine in-
dignation, even all my fierce anger; for all the earth [the
present social order] shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy; and then [afterward] will I turn unto the people a
pure language; that they may all call upon the name of the
Lord, to serve him with one consent." Isa. 34:1,2; Jer.
10:10; 25:31-33; Zeph. 3:8,9; Luke 21:25

We have already shown* that the time is at hand, and
that the events of the day of Jehovah are even now crowd-
ing closely upon us. A few years more must of necessity
ripen the elements now working in the direction of the pre-
dicted trouble; and, according to the sure word of prophecy,
the present generation will witness the terrible crisis and
pass through the decisive conflict.

It is not our purpose, in calling attention to this subject,
to arouse a mere sensation, or to seek to gratify idle curios-
ity. Nor can we hope to produce that penitence in the hearts
of men which would work a change in the present social,
political and religious order of society, and thus avert the
impending calamity. The approaching trouble is inevitable:
the powerful causes are all at work, and no human power
1s able to arrest their operation and progress toward the
certain end: the effects must follow as the Lord foresaw

*Vol. II.
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and foretold. No hand but the hand of God could stay the
progress of the present current of events; and his hand will
not do so until the bitter experiences of this conflict shall
have sealed their instruction upon the hearts of men.

The main object of this volume is not, therefore, to en-
lighten the world, which can appreciate only the logic of
events and will have no other; but to forewarn, forearm,
comfort, encourage and strengthen "the household of faith,"
so that they may not be dismayed, but may be in full har-
mony and sympathy with even the severest measures of di-
vine discipline in the chastening of the world, seeing by
faith the glorious outcome in the precious fruits of right-
eousness and enduring peace.

The day of vengeance stands naturally related to the
benevolent object of its divine permission, which is the
overthrow of the entire present order of things, preparatory
to the permanent establishment of the Kingdom of God on
earth, under Christ, the Prince of Peace.

The Prophet Isaiah (63:1-6), taking his standpoint down
at the end of the harvest of the Gospel age, beholds a
mighty Conqueror, glorious in his apparel (clothed with au-
thority and power), and riding forth victoriously over all his
enemies, with whose blood all his garments are stained. He
inquires who the wonderful stranger is, saying, "Who is this
that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?
this that is glorious in his apparel, traveling in the greatness
of his strength?"

Edom, it will be remembered, was the name given to
Esau, the twin brother of Jacob, after he sold his birthright.
(Gen. 25:30-34) The name was also subsequently applied
both to the people descended from him and to the country in
which they settled. (See Gen. 25:30; 36:1, Num.
20:18,20,21; Jer. 49:17.) Consequently, the name Edom is an
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appropriate symbol of a class who, in this age, have simi-
larly sold their birthright; and that, too, for a consideration
as trifling as the mess of pottage which influenced Esau.
The name is frequently so used by the prophets in reference
to that great company of professed Christians which is
sometimes called "the Christian World," and "Christendom"
(i.e., Christ's Kingdom), which names the thoughtful should
readily recognize as misnomers, betraying a great lack of
understanding of the true object and character of Christ's
Kingdom, and also of the appointed time and manner of its
establishment. They are simply boastful appellations which
misrepresent the truth. Is the world indeed yet Christian? or
is even that part of it that claims the name?—the nations of
Europe and America? Hear the thunder of cannon, the tread
of marshalled hosts, the scream of bursting shells, the
groans of the oppressed and the mutterings of the angry na-
tions with deafening emphasis answer, No! Do these consti-
tute Christ's Kingdom—a true Christendom? Who indeed
will take upon himself the burden of proof of such a mon-
strous proposition? The fallacy of the boastful claim is so
palpable that any attempt at proof would so thoroughly dis-
solve the delusion that none who wish to perpetuate it
would presume to undertake it.

The fitness of the symbolic name "Edom" in its applica-
tion to Christendom is very marked. The nations of so-
called Christendom have had privileges above all the other
nations, in that, to them, as to the Israelites of the previous
age, have been committed the oracles of God. As a result of
the enlightening influences of the Word of God, both di-
rectly and indirectly, have come to these nations all the
blessings of civilization; and the presence in their midst of a
few saints (a "little flock"), developed under its influence,
has been as "the salt of the earth," preserving it to some extent
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from utter moral corruption. And these, by their godly ex-
amples, and by their energy in holding forth the Word of
life, have been "the light of the world," showing men the
way back to God and righteousness. But only a few in all
these favored nations have made proper use of their advan-
tages, which have come to them as an inheritance by reason
of their birth in the lands so blessed with the influences of
the Word of God, direct and indirect.

Like Esau, the masses of Christendom have sold their
birthright of special and peculiar advantage. By the masses,
we mean not only the agnostic portion of it, but also the
great majority of worldly professors of the religion of
Christ, who are Christians only in name, but who lack the
life of Christ in them. These have preferred the mean
morsels of present earthly advantage to all the blessings of
communion and fellowship with God and Christ, and to the
glorious inheritance with Christ promised to those who
faithfully follow in his footsteps of sacrifice. These, though
they are nominally God's people—the nominal spiritual Is-
rael of the Gospel age, of which "Israel after the flesh" in
the Jewish age was a type—really have little or no respect
for the promises of God. These, although they are indeed a
mighty host, bearing the name of Christ, and posing before
the world as the Church of Christ; although they have built
up great organizations representing various schisms in the
professed body of Christ; although they have written mas-
sive volumes of un -"systematic theology," and founded nu-
merous colleges and seminaries for the teaching of these;
and although they have done "many wonderful works" in
the name of Christ, which were often, nevertheless, con-
trary to the teachings of his Word; these constitute the
Edom class who have sold their birthright. The class in-
cludes almost all "Christendom"—all reared in the so-called
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Christian lands, who have not availed themselves of the
privileges and blessings of the gospel of Christ and con-
formed their lives thereto. The remainder are the few justi-
fied, consecrated and faithful individuals who are joined to
Christ by a living faith, and who, as "branches," abide in
Christ, the True Vine. These constitute the true Israel of
God—Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile.

The symbolic Edom of Isaiah's prophecy corresponds to
the symbolic Babylon of Revelation, and of the prophecies
of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Thus the Lord designates
and describes that great system to which men ascribe the
misleading name, Christendom—Christ's Kingdom. As all
of the land of Edom symbolizes all of "Christendom," so its
capital city, Bozrah, represented Ecclesiasticism, the chief
citadel of Christendom. The prophet represents the Lord as
a victorious warrior who makes a great slaughter in Edom,
and specially in Bozrah. The name Bozrah signifies
"sheepfold." Bozrah is even yet noted for its goats, and the
slaughter of this day of vengeance is said to be of the
"lambs and goats." (Isa. 34:6) The goats would correspond
to the "tares," while the lambs would represent the tribula-
tion saints (Rev. 7:14; 1 Cor. 3:1) who neglected to use the
opportunities granted them, and did not so run as to obtain
the prize of their high calling; and who therefore, although
not rejected of the Lord, were not accounted worthy to es-
cape the trouble as matured "sheep"—called, chosen and
faithful.

The reply to the Prophet's inquiry—"Who is this that
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?" is,
"I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save." It is the
same mighty one described by the Revelator (Rev. 19:11-
16), the "King of kings and Lord of lords," Jehovah's
Anointed, our blessed Redeemer and Lord Jesus.
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For our information the Prophet inquires further, saying,
"Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments
like him that treadeth in the winepress?" Hear the reply: "I
have trodden the winepress alone; and of the nations there
was none with me: and I trod them down in mine anger,
and I trampled on them in my fury; and their blood was
sprinkled on my garments, and all my raiment have I
stained; for the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the
year of my redeemed was come. And I looked, and there
was no one to help, and I was astonished; and there was no
one to support; and then my own arm [power] aided me;
and my fury, this it was that upheld me. And I stamped
down nations in my anger, . . . brought down to the earth
their victorious strength." And the Revelator adds, "He
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God." Rev. 19:15

The treading of the winepress is the last feature of har-
vest work. The reaping and gathering is all done first. So
this treading of the winepress of the wrath of God into
which "the vine of the earth" (the false vine which has mis-
appropriated the name Christian and Christ's Kingdom) is
cast when its iniquitous clusters are fully ripe (Rev. 14:18-
20), represents the last work of this eventful "harvest" pe-
riod.* It pictures to our minds the last features of the great
time of trouble which shall involve all nations, and of
which we are so abundantly forewarned in the Scriptures.

The fact that the King of kings is represented as treading
the winepress "alone" indicates that the power exerted for
the overthrow of the nations will be divine power, and not
mere human energy. It will be God's power that will punish
the nations, and that will eventually "bring forth judgment
[justice, righteousness, truth] unto victory." "He shall smite

*Vol. III, Chapter 6.
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the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath of
his lips [the force and spirit of his truth] shall he slay the
wicked." (Isa. 11:4; Rev. 19:15; Psa. 98:1) To no human
generalship can the honors of the coming victory for truth
and righteousness be ascribed. Wild will be the conflict of
the angry nations, and world-wide will be the battlefield
and the distress of nations; and no human Alexander, Cae-
sar or Napoleon will be found to bring order out of the
dreadful confusion. But in the end it will be known that the
grand victory of justice and truth, and the punishment of in-
1quity with its just deserts, was brought about by the mighty
power of the King of kings and Lord of lords.

All of these things are to be accomplished in the closing
days of the Gospel age, because, as the Lord states through
the Prophet (Isa. 63:4; 34:8), "The year of my redeemed is
come," and "it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the
year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion." All
through the Gospel age the Lord has taken cognizance of
the controversy, the strife and contention, in nominal Zion.
He has observed how his faithful saints have had to contend
for truth and righteousness, and even to suffer persecution
for righteousness' sake at the hands of those who opposed
them in the name of the Lord; and for wise purposes the
Lord has hitherto refrained from interfering; but now the
day of recompenses has come, and the Lord hath a contro-
versy with them, as it is written, "For the Lord hath a con-
troversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no
truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By
swearing and lying and killing and stealing and committing
adultery they break out, and blood toucheth blood. There-
fore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth
therein shall languish." (Hos. 4:1-3) This prophecy, so true
in its fulfilment upon fleshly Israel, is doubly so in its fuller
application to nominal spiritual Israel—Christendom.
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"A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for
the Lord hath a controversy with the nations: he will plead
with all flesh: he will give them that are wicked to the
sword, saith the Lord." "Hear ye now what the Lord
saith, ...Hear ye, O mountains [kingdoms], the Lord's con-
troversy, and ye [hitherto] strong foundations of the earth
[society]; for the Lord hath a controversy with his [pro-
fessed] people," "He will give those that are wicked to the
sword," Jer. 25:31; Micah 6:1,2

Hear again the Prophet Isaiah concerning this contro-
versy: "Come near, ye nations, to hear; and harken, ye
people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein: the world,
and all things that come forth of it [all the selfish and evil
things that come of the spirit of the world]; for the indigna-
tion of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all
their armies: he hath [taking the future standpoint] utterly
destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter;
...and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust
made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the Lord's
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy
of Zion." Isa. 34:1,2,7,8

Thus the Lord will smite the nations and cause them to
know his power, and he will deliver his faithful people who
go not with the multitudes in the way of evil, but who
wholly follow the Lord their God in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation. And even this terrible judgment
upon the world, as nations, thus dashing them to pieces as a
potter's vessel, will prove a valuable lesson to them when
they come forth to an individual judgment under the Mil-
lennial reign of Christ. Thus, in his wrath, the Lord will re-
member mercy.
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STUDY II

"THE DOOM OF BABYLON"—"CHRISTENDOM"
"MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN"

Babylon—Christendom—The City—The Empire—The Mother—
The Daughters—Babylon's Doom—Its Dread Significance.

"THE Doom of Babylon which Isaiah...saw. Lift ye up a stan-
dard upon the high mountain, raise high your voice unto them,
motion with the hand that they may enter into the gates of the
princes.

"I have commanded my sanctified, I have also called my
mighty ones for my anger; even them that rejoice in my highness.

"They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even
the Lord and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole
land.

"There is a noise of tumult on the mountains, like as of a great
people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered
together; the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the battle.

"Walil ye; for the Day of Jehovah is at hand: it shall come as
a destruction from the Almighty. Therefore, all hands shall be-
come weak, and every mortal's heart shall melt: and they shall
be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall
have throes, as a woman that travaileth: they shall wonder every
man at his neighbor; red like flames shall their faces glow.

"Behold, the Day of Jehovah cometh, direful with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and he shall destroy the
sinners thereof out of it.

"For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall
not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth,
and the moon shall not shed abroad her light.

"And I will visit on the world its evil, and on the wicked their
iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and
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the haughtiness of tyrants will I humble. I will make a man
more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden
wedge of Ophir. Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the
earth shall be removed out of her place, in the wrath of the
Lord of hosts, in the day of his fierce anger." Isa. 13:1-13.
Compare Rev. 16:14; Heb. 12:26-29.

"Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to
the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies,
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place." Isa. 28:17

The various prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and the
Apocalypse concerning Babylon are all in full accord, and
manifestly refer to the same great city. And since these
prophecies had but a very limited fulfilment upon the ancient,
literal city, and those of the Apocalypse were written centuries
after the literal Babylon was laid in ruins, it is clear that the
special reference of all the prophets is to something of which
the ancient literal Babylon was an illustration. It is clear also
that, in so far as the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah con-
cerning its downfall were accomplished upon the literal city, it
became in its downfall, as well as in its character, an illustra-
tion of the great city to which the Revelator points in the sym-
bolic language of the Apocalypse (Chapters 17 and 18), and to
which chiefly the other prophets refer.

As already intimated, what today is known as Christen-
dom is the antitype of ancient Babylon; and therefore the
solemn warnings and predictions of the prophets against
Babylon—Christendom—are matters of deepest concern to
the present generation. Would that men were wise enough to
consider them! Though various other symbolic names, such
as Edom, Ephraim, Ariel, etc., are in the Scriptures applied
to Christendom, this term, "Babylon," is the one most fre-
quently used, and its significance, confusion, is remarkably
appropriate. The Apostle Paul also points out a nominal,
spiritual Israel in contradistinction to nominal fleshly Israel
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(See 1 Cor. 10:18; Gal. 6:16; Rom. 9:8); and likewise
there i1s a nominal spiritual Zion, and a nominal fleshly
Zion. (See Isa. 33:14; Amos 6:1.) But let us examine some
of the wonderful correspondencies of Christendom to
Babylon, its type, including the direct testimony of the
Word of God on the subject. Then we will note the present
attitude of Christendom, and the present indications of her
foretold doom.

The Revelator intimated that it would not be difficult to
discover this great mystical city, because her name is in her
forehead; that is, she is prominently marked, so that we
cannot fail to see her unless we shut our eyes and refuse to
look—"And upon her forehead was a name written, Mys-
tery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and abomi-
nations of the earth." (Rev. 17:5) But before looking for this
Mystical Babylon, let us first observe the typical Babylon,
and then, with its prominent features in mind, look for the
antitype.

The name Babylon was applied, not only to the capital
city of the Babylonian empire, but also to the empire itself.
Babylon, the capital, was the most magnificent, and proba-
bly the largest, city of the ancient world. It was built in the
form of a square on both sides of the Euphrates river; and,
for protection against invaders, it was surrounded by a deep
moat filled with water and inclosed within a vast system of
double walls, from thirty-two to eighty-five feet thick, and
from seventy-five to three hundred feet high. On the sum-
mit were low towers, said to have been two hundred and
fifty in number, placed along the outer and inner edges of
the wall, tower facing tower; and in these walls were a hun-
dred brazen gates, twenty-five on each side, corresponding
to the number of streets which intersected each other at
right angles. The city was adorned with splendid palaces
and temples and the spoils of conquest.
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Nebuchadnezzar was the great monarch of the Babylo-
nian empire, whose long reign covered nearly half the pe-
riod of its existence, and to him its grandeur and military
glory were chiefly due. The city was noted for its wealth
and magnificence, which brought a corresponding moral
degradation, the sure precursor of its decline and fall. It
was wholly given to idolatry, and was full of iniquity. The
people were worshipers of Baal, to whom they offered hu-
man sacrifices. The deep degradation of their idolatry may
be understood from God's reproof of the Israelites when
they became corrupted by contact with them. See Jer.
7:9; 19:5.

The name originated with the frustrating of the plan for
the great tower, called Babel (confusion), because there
God confounded human speech; but the native etymology
made the name Babil, which, instead of being reproachful,
and a reminder of the Lord's displeasure, signified to them
—"the gate of God."

The city of Babylon attained a position of prominence
and affluence as capital of the great Babylonian empire, and
was called "the golden city," "the glory of kingdoms, and
the beauty of Chaldees' excellency." Isa. 13:19; 14:4

Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded in the dominion by his
grandson Belshazzar, under whose reign came the collapse
which pride, fullness of bread and abundance of idleness al-
ways insure and hasten. While the people, all unconscious
of impending danger, following the example of their king,
were abandoning themselves to demoralizing excesses, the
Persian army, under Cyrus, stealthily crept in through the
channel of the Euphrates (from which they had turned aside
the water), massacred the revelers, and captured the city.
Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of that strange handwriting
on the wall—" Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin "—which
Daniel had interpreted only a few hours before to mean
—"God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. Thou
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art weighed in the balance and art found wanting. Thy
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."
And so complete was the destruction of that great city
that even its site was forgotten and was for a long time
uncertain.

Such was the typical city; and, like a great millstone cast
into the sea, it was sunken centuries ago, never again to
rise; even the memory of it has become a reproach and a
byword. Now let us look for its antitype, first observing that
the Scriptures clearly point it out, and then noting the apt-
ness of the symbolism.

In symbolic prophecy a "city" signifies a religious gov-
ernment backed by power and influence. Thus, for instance,
the "holy city, the new Jerusalem," is the symbol used to
represent the established Kingdom of God, the overcomers
of the Gospel Church exalted and reigning in glory. The
Church is also, and in the same connection, represented as a
woman, "the bride, the Lamb's wife," in power and glory,
and backed by the power and authority of Christ, her hus-
band. "And there came unto me one of the seven
angels...saying, Come hither, [ will show thee the bride, the
Lamb's wife. And he... showed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem." Rev. 21:9,10

This same method of interpretation applies to mystical
Babylon, the great ecclesiastical kingdom, "that great city"
(Rev. 17:1-6), which is described as a harlot, a fallen
woman (an apostate church—for the true Church is a vir-
gin), exalted to power and dominion, and backed, to a con-
siderable degree, by the kings of the earth, the civil pow-
ers, which are all more or less intoxicated with her spirit
and doctrine. The apostate church lost her virgin purity. In-
stead of waiting, as an espoused and chaste virgin, for ex-
altation with the heavenly Bridegroom, she associated her-
self with the kings of the earth and prostituted her virgin
purity—both of doctrine and character—to suit the world's
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ideas; and in return she received, and now to some extent
exercises, a present dominion, in large measure by their
support, direct and indirect. This unfaithfulness to the Lord,
whose name she claims, and to her high privilege to be the
"chaste virgin" espoused to Christ, is the occasion of the
symbolic appellation, "harlot," while her influence as a sac-
erdotal empire, full of inconsistency and confusion, is sym-
bolically represented under the name Babylon, which, in its
widest sense, as symbolized by the Babylonian empire, we
promptly recognize to be Christendom; while in its more
restricted sense, as symbolized by the ancient city Babylon,
we recognize to be the nominal Christian Church.

The fact that Christendom does not accept the Bible
term "Babylon," and its significance, confusion, as applica-
ble to her, is no proof that it is not so. Neither did ancient
Babylon claim the Bible significance—confusion. Ancient
Babylon presumed to be the very "gate of God"; but God
labeled it Confusion (Gen. 11:9); and so it i1s with her anti-
type today. She calls herself Christendom, the gateway to
God and everlasting life, while God calls her Babylon—
confusion.

It has been very generally and very properly claimed by
Protestants that the name "Babylon" and the prophetic de-
scription are applicable to Papacy, though recently a more
compromising disposition is less inclined so to apply it. On
the contrary, every effort is now made on the part of the
sects of Protestantism to conciliate and imitate the Church
of Rome, and to affiliate and cooperate with her. In so do-
ing they become part and parcel with her, while they justify
her course and fill up the measure of her iniquities, just as
surely as did the scribes and Pharisees fill up the measure
of their fathers who killed the prophets. (Matt. 23:31,32)
All this, of course, neither Protestants nor Papists are ready
to admit, because in so doing they would be condemning
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themselves. And this fact is recognized by the Revelator,
who shows that all who would get a true view of Babylon
must, in spirit, take their position with the true people of
God "in the wilderness"—in the condition of separation
from the world and worldly ideas and mere forms of god-
liness, and in the condition of entire consecration and faith-
fulness to and dependence upon God alone. "So he carried
me away in the spirit info the wilderness; and 1 saw a
woman, ...Babylon. Rev. 17:1-5

And since the kingdoms of the civilized world have
submitted to be largely dominated by the influence of the
great ecclesiastical systems, especially Papacy, accepting
from them the appellation "Christian nations" and "Chris-
tendom," and accepting on their authority the doctrine of
the divine right of kings, etc., they also link themselves in
with great Babylon, and become part of it, so that, as in the
type, the name Babylon applied, not only to the city, but
also to the whole empire, here also the symbolic term
"Babylon" applies, not only to the great religious organiza-
tions, Papal and Protestant, but also, in its widest sense, to
all Christendom.

Hence this day of judgment upon mystic Babylon is the
day of judgment upon all the nations of Christendom; its
calamities will involve the entire structure—civil, social
and religious; and individuals will be affected by it to the
extent of their interest in, and dependence upon, its various
organizations and arrangements.

The nations beyond Christendom will also feel the
weight of the heavy hand of recompense in that they also
are to some extent bound in with the nations of Christen-
dom by various interests, commercial and others; and
justly, too, in that they also have failed to appreciate what
light they have seen, and have loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil. Thus, as the Prophet
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declared, "All the earth [society] shall be devoured with the
fire of God's jealousy" (Zeph. 3:8); but against Babylon,
Christendom, because of her greater responsibility and mis-
use of favors received, will burn the fierceness of his wrath
and indignation. (Jer. 51:49) "At the noise of the taking of
Babylon the earth is moved, and the cry is heard among the
nations." Jer. 50:46

Babylon—Mother and Daughters

But some sincere Christians, not yet awake to the de-
cline of Protestantism, and who do not realize the relation-
ship of the various sects to Papacy, but who perceive the
unrest and the doctrinal upheavals in all the religious sys-
tems, may still be anxiously inquiring—"If all Christendom
is to be involved in the doom of Babylon, what will become
of Protestantism, the result of The Great Reformation?"
This is an important question; but let the reader consider
that Protestantism, as it exists today, is not the result of the
Great Reformation, but of its decline; and it now partakes
to a large degree of the disposition and character of the
Church of Rome, from which its various branches sprang.
The various Protestant sects (and we say it with all due def-
erence to a comparatively few devout souls within them,
whom the Lord designates as "wheat," in contradistinction
to the overwhelming numbers of "tares ") are the true
daughters of that degenerate system of nominal Christian-
ity, the Papacy, to which the Revelator makes reference in
applying to her the name "Mother of harlots." (Rev. 17:5)
And let it not pass unobserved that both Romanists and
Protestants now freely own the relationship of mother and
daughters, the former continually styling herself the Holy
Mother Church, and the latter, with pleased complacency,
endorsing the idea, as shown by many public utterances
of leading Protestant clergymen and laymen. Thus they
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"glory in their shame," apparently all unmindful of the
brand which they thus accept from the Word of God, which
designates the Papacy, as "the mother of harlots." Nor does
the Papacy, in claiming her office of motherhood, ever
seem to have questioned her right to that title, or to have
considered its incompatibility with her profession still to be
the only true church, which the Scriptures designate a
"virgin" espoused to Christ. Her acknowledged claims of
motherhood are to the everlasting shame of both herself and
her offspring. The true Church, which God recognizes, but
which the world knows not, is still a virgin; and from her
pure and holy estate no daughter systems have ever sprung.
She is still a chaste virgin, true to Christ, and dear to him as
the apple of his eye. (Zech. 2:8; Psa. 17:6,8) The true
Church cannot be pointed out anywhere as a company from
which all the tares have been separated, but it consists only
of the true "wheat," and all such are known unto God,
whether the world recognizes them or not.

But let us see how the Protestant systems sustain this re-
lationship of daughters to Papacy. Since Papacy, the
mother, is not a single individual, but a great religious sys-
tem, in keeping with the symbol we should expect to see
other religious systems answering to the illustration of
daughters of similar character—not, of course, so old, nor
necessarily so depraved, as Papacy—but nevertheless,
"harlots" in the same sense; i.e., religious systems claiming
to be either the espoused virgin or the bride of Christ, and
yet courting the favor and receiving the support of the
world, at the price of disloyalty to Christ.

To this description the various Protestant organizations
fully correspond. They are the great daughter systems.

As already pointed out™® the birth of these various daughter

*Vol. 111, p. 112.
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systems came in connection with reforms from the corrup-
tions of the mother Church. The daughter systems parted
from the mother under circumstances of travail, and were
born virgins. However, they contained more than true re-
formers; they contained many who still had the spirit of the
mother, and they inherited many of her false doctrines and
theories; and it was not long until they fell into many of her
bad practices and proved their characters true to the
prophetic stigma—"harlots."

But let it not be forgotten that while the various reforma-
tion movements did valuable work in the "cleansing of the
sanctuary," yet only the temple class, the sanctuary class,
has ever been the true Church, in God's reckoning. The
great human systems called churches, have never been
more than nominally the Church. They all belong to a false
system which counterfeits, misrepresents and hides from
the world the true Church, which is composed only of fully
consecrated and faithful believers, who trust in the merit of
the one great sacrifice for sins. These are to be found scat-
tered here and there within and outside of these human sys-
tems, yet always separate from their worldly spirit. They
are the "wheat" class of our Lord's parable, clearly distin-
guished by him from the "tares." Not comprehending the
real character of these systems, as individuals they have
humbly walked with God, taking his Word as their coun-
selor and his spirit as their guide. Nor have they ever been
at ease in nominal Zion, where they have often painfully
observed that the spirit of the world, operating through the
unrecognized "tare" element, endangered spiritual prosper-
ity. They are the blessed mourners in Zion, to whom God
hath appointed "beauty for ashes, and the oil of joy for
mourning." (Matt. 5:4; Isa. 61:3) It is only in this "harvest"
time that the separation of this class from the "tare" ele-
ment is due; for it was the Lord's purpose to "let both grow
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together until the harvest [the time in which we are now
living]." Matt. 13:30

Hence it is that this class is now being awakened to a re-
alization of the real character of these condemned systems.
As previously shown,* the various reform movements, as
predicted by the prophet (Dan. 11:32-35), were "overcome
by flatteries:" each one, after accomplishing a measure of
cleansing, stopped short; and, so far as they found it prac-
ticable, they imitated the example of the Church of Rome in
courting and receiving the favor of the world at the expense
of their virtue—their fidelity to Christ, the true Head of the
Church. Church and state again made common cause, in a
measure united their worldly interests, at the expense of the
real, the spiritual, interests of the church; and progress and
reform in the church were again at a standstill. Indeed, a
retrograde movement set in, so that today many of them are
much farther from the proper standard, both of faith and
practice, than in the days of their founders.

Some of the reformed churches were even admitted to
share in authority and power with earthly rulers; as, for in-
stance, the Church of England, and the Lutheran Church in
Germany. And those who have not succeeded to that extent
have (as in this country, for instance) made many compro-
mising overtures to the world for smaller favors. It is also
true that while the world powers have advanced the worldly
ambitions of the unfaithful church, the church has also
freely admitted the world to her communion and fellow-
ship; and so freely, that the baptized worldlings now form
the large majority of her membership, filling nearly every
important position, and thus dominating her.

This was the disposition which degraded the church in
the beginning of the age, which brought about the great

*Vol. III, Chapter 4.
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falling away (2 Thess. 2:3,7-10), and which gradually, but
rapidly, developed the Papal system.

This loose character, early assumed by the various re-
form movements, and which gradually developed sectar-
ian organizations, continues to the present day; and the
more these organizations grow in wealth, numbers and in-
fluence the further they fall from Christian virtue and de-
velop the arrogance of their mother. A few earnest Chris-
tians 1n the various sects observe this to some extent, and
with shame and sorrow confess and lament it. They see
that every possible effort is made by the various sectarian
organizations to please the world and to court its favor and
secure its patronage. Elegant and costly church edifices,
lofty spires, chiming bells, grand organs, fine furnish-
ments, artistic choirs, polished orators, fairs, festivals,
concerts, plays, lotteries and questionable amusements
and pastimes are all arranged with a view to securing the
world's approval and support. The grand and wholesome
doctrines of Christ are thrust to the background, while
false doctrines and sensational topics take their place in
the pulpit, the truth is ignored and forgotten, and the spirit
of it lost. In these particulars how truly the daughters re-
semble the mother organization!

As one among numerous evidences of the freedom and
even pride with which this relationship of the Protestant
sects to Papacy is owned, we give the following sentiments
of a Presbyterian clergyman, quoted from one of his ser-
mons as published by the daily press. The gentleman said:

"Wince as you will, you must admit that this (the
Catholic Church) is the Mother Church. She possesses an
unbroken history extending back to the time of the apostles.
[ Yes, that is where the apostasy began. 2 Thess. 2:7,8] For
every fragment of religious truth which we prize, we are in-
debted to her as the depository. If she has no claims to be-
ing the true Church, then are we bastards and not sons.
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"Talk about missionaries to labor amongst Romanists! |
would as soon think of sending missionaries amongst
Methodists and Episcopalians and United Presbyterians
and Lutherans for the purpose of converting them into
Presbyterians."

Yes, nearly all the doctrinal errors so tenaciously held by
Protestants were brought with them from Rome, though be-
yond the gross errors of Papacy, such as the sacrifice of the
mass, the worship of saints, of the virgin Mary and of im-
ages, the auricular confession, the granting of indulgences,
etc., considerable progress was made by each of the reform
movements. But alas! Protestants of today are not only
willing, but anxious, to make almost any compromise to se-
cure the favor and assistance of the old "mother" from
whose tyranny and villainy their fathers fled three centuries
ago. Even those principles of truth which at first formed the
ground of protest are being gradually forgotten or openly
repudiated. The very foundation doctrine of "justification
by faith" in the "continual sacrifice" is rapidly giving way
to the old Papal dogma of justification by works and by the
sacrilegious sacrifice of the mass.* And numbers both in
pulpits and in pews now openly declare that they have no
faith in the efficacy of the precious blood of Christ as the
ransom-price for sinners.

The claims of apostolic succession and clerical authority
are almost as presumptuously set forth by some of the
Protestant clergy as by the Papal priesthood. And the right
of individual private judgment—the very fundamental prin-
ciple of the protest against Papacy, which led to the Great
Reformation—is now almost as strenuously opposed by
Protestants as by Papists. Yet Protestants are fully aware
that it was in the exercise of the right of private judgment
that the Reformation was begun and for a short time carried

*The latter, the mass, amongst Episcopalians—"High Church"—
in Great Britain and the United States.
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forward, although later a presumptuous domination of rec-
ognized leaders retarded the wheels of progress, and has,
ever since, kept them strictly within the traditional lines and
put a ban upon all who fearlessly step beyond them.

Thus viewed, Protestantism is no longer a protest against
the mother church, as at first. As a writer for the press re-
cently remarked—"The ism i1s still with us, but what has be-
come of the protest ?" Protestants seem to have forgotten—
for they truly ignore—the very grounds of the original
protest, and, as systems, they are fast drifting back toward
the open arms of the "Holy (?) Mother Church," where they
are freely invited and assured of a cordial reception.

"Let us hold out to you our hand affectionately" (says
Pope Leo to Protestants in his noted* Encyclical addressed
"To The Princes and Peoples of the Earth"), "and invite you
to the unity which never failed the Catholic church, and
which never can fail. Long has our common mother called
you to her breast; long have all the Catholics of the Uni-
verse awaited you with the anxiety of brotherly love. ...Our
heart, more even than our voice, calls to you, dear brethren,
who for three centuries past have been at issue with us in
the Christian faith."

Again, in his Encyclical to the Roman church in America,
+Pope Leo says, "Our thoughts now turn to those who dis-
sent from us in matters of Christian faith....How solicitous
we are of their salvation; with what ardor of soul we wish
that they should be at length restored to the embrace of the
Church, the common mother of all!...Surely we ought not to
leave them to their fancies, but with mildness and charity
draw them over, using every means of persuasion to induce
them to examine closely every part of the Catholic doctrine
and to free themselves from preconceived notions."

*1894.
+1895.
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And in his "Apostolic Letter to the English People"
(1895) he gives utterance to the following prayer, "O
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most gentle
Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon England....O
sorrowful Mother, intercede for our separated brethren, that
with us in the one true fold they may be united to the
Supreme Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son"—i.e., himself, the
Pope.

In furtherance of this same plan, "Missions for Protes-
tants" have been started under the charge of what are
known as the "Paulist Fathers." These meetings have been
and are being held in the large cities. They are conducted
along lines of conciliation and explanation; written ques-
tions from Protestants are requested and answered publicly;
and tracts for Protestants are freely distributed. Protestants
are practically conceding the Romish position, and really
have no answer to make; and any one who can and does
answer, and refers to facts, i1s denounced as a disturber by
both Protestants and Catholics.

Every intelligent person can see how easily Protestantism
is being ensnared by this cunning craftiness, and how per-
ceptibly the popular current is set toward the Church of
Rome, which is changed indeed in voice and power, but un-
changed in heart, and still justifying the Inquisition and other
of her methods of the dark ages by claiming her right, as
ruler of earth, to punish heretics as she pleases.

It is clear, therefore, that while many faithful souls, ig-
norant of the real state of the case, have reverently and de-
voutly worshiped God within these Babylon systems, nev-
ertheless, this does not alter the fact that they are, one and
all, "harlot" systems. Confusion reigns in them all; and the
name Babylon aptly fits the entire family—mother, daugh-
ters and accomplices, the nations styled Christendom. Rev.
18:7; 17:2-6,18
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Let it be borne in mind, then, that in the great politico-
ecclesiastical systems which men call Christendom, but
which God calls Babylon, we have not only the founda-
tion but also the superstructure and the crowning pinnacle,
of the present social order. This is implied in the generally
accepted term, Christendom, which of late is applied, not
only to those nations which support Christian sects by leg-
1slation and taxation, but also to all nations which show
tolerance to Christianity without in any definite manner
favoring or supporting it; as, for instance, these United
States.

The doctrine of "the divine right of kings," taught or
supported by almost every sect, is the foundation of the old
civil system, and has long given authority, dignity and sta-
bility to the kingdoms of Europe; and the doctrine of the di-
vine appointment and authority of the clergy has hindered
God's children from progressing in divine things and bound
them by the chains of superstition and ignorance to the ven-
eration and adoration of fallible fellow-beings, and to their
doctrines, traditions and interpretations of God's Word. It is
this entire order of things that is to fall and pass away in the
battle of this great day—the order of things which for cen-
turies has held the people docile under the ruling powers,
civil, social and religious. All this has been by God's per-
mission (not by his appointment and approval, as they
claim). But though an evil in itself, it has served a good,
temporary purpose in preventing anarchy, which is immea-
surably worse, because men were not prepared to do better
for themselves, and because the time for Christ's Millennial
Kingdom had not yet come. Hence God permitted the vari-
ous delusions to gain credence in order to hold men in
check until "The Time of the End"—the end of "The Times
of the Gentiles."
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Babylon's Doom

Upon the prophetic page we may clearly read the doom
of Babylon, Christendom; and it is none the less clearly ex-
pressed in the signs of the times. That her destruction will
be sudden, violent and complete is thus forcibly stated:
"And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone,
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus, with violence, shall
that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found
no more at all." (Rev. 18:8,21; Jer. 51:63,64,42,24-26) And
yet that it was to undergo a gradual consuming process is
shown by Daniel (7:26)—"But the judgment shall sit, and
they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to de-
stroy it unto the end." The Papal dominion (and much of
the abject reverence of the people for ecclesiasticism in
general), as already shown,* was broken down at the be-
ginning of the Time of the End—1799; and, though the
subsequent process of consumption has been slow, and
there have been occasional signs of apparent recovery,
which never seemed more flattering than at present, the as-
surance of Papacy's final destruction is positive, and its
death-struggle will be violent. First, however, she must at-
tain more of her old-time prestige, which will be shared
with a confederated association of her daughters. Together
they will be lifted up, that together they may be violently
thrown down.

That the punishment of Babylon will be great is assured.
It is written prophetically that, "Great Babylon came in re-
membrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine
of the fierceness of his wrath." "And he hath avenged the
blood of his servants at her hand." "Her sins have reached
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.

*Vol. 111, p. 40.
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Reward her, even as she rewarded you, and double unto her
double according to her works. In the cup which she hath
filled, fill to her double. How much she hath glorified her-
self and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give
her; for she saith in her heart, 'I sit a queen, and am no
widow, and shall see no sorrow."" (Rev. 16:19; 19:2; 18:5-
7) While the broadest application of this language is, of
course, to Papacy, it also involves all who are in any degree
in confederation or sympathy with her. All such will be
sharers in her plagues. (Rev. 18:4) Although the kings of
the earth have hated the harlot and cast her off (Rev. 17:16),
still she says, "I sit a queen, and am no widow," loudly
boasts of her right to rule the nations, and claims that her
former power will soon be regained.

Of her boastings and threats the following from a
Catholic journal of recent date is a fair sample:

"The Papacy will regain its temporal sovereignty, because it
1s useful and convenient to the Church. It gives the head exec-
utive of the church a fuller liberty and a fuller sway. The Pope
can be no king's subject long. It is not in keeping with the di-
vine office to be so. It cramps him and narrows his influence
for good. Europe has acknowledged this influence, and will be
forced to bow to it in greater times of need than this. Social
upheavals, and the red hand of anarchy, will yet crown Leo or
his successor with the reality of power which the third circle
symbolizes, and which was once recognized universally."

Yes, as the day of trouble draws on, ecclesiasticism will
endeavor to use its power and influence more and more to
secure its own political welfare, by its control of the turbu-
lent elements of society; but in the crisis of the near future
the lawless element will spurn all conservative influence
and break over all restraints, the red hand of Anarchy will
do its dreadful work, and Babylon, Christendom, social, po-
litical and ecclesiastical, shall fall.
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"Therefore," says the inspired writer—i.e., because she
will violently struggle for life and power—"shall her
plagues come in one day [suddenly], death and mourning
and famine, and she shall be utterly burned with fire [sym-
bolic fire—destructive calamities], for strong is the Lord
God who judgeth her." Rev. 18:8

"Thus saith the Lord, Behold I will raise up against
Babylon, and against them that dwell in the midst of them
that rise up against me [all in sympathy with Babylon], a
destroying wind; and I will send into Babylon, fanners that
shall fan her, and shall empty her land: for in the day of
trouble they shall be against her round about...Destroy ye
utterly all her host." Jer. 51:1-3

"And I will render unto Babylon [to the Papacy spe-
cially], and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea [or Babylonia
—Christendom—to all the nations of the so-called Chris-
tian world] all their evil that they have done in Zion in your
sight, saith the Lord." (Jer. 51:24) As we call to mind the
long train of evils by which Babylon has oppressed and
worn out the saints of the most High (the true Zion), and
how it is written that God will avenge his own elect, and
that speedily; that, according to their deeds, he will repay
recompense to his enemies; that he will render unto Baby-
lon a recompense (Luke 18:7,8; Isa. 59:18; Jer. 51:6), we
begin to realize that some fearful calamity awaits her. The
horrible decrees of Papacy—the reproach and reward of
which Protestantism also is incurring by her present com-
promising association with her—for the burning, butcher-
ing, banishing, imprisoning and torturing of the saints in
every conceivable way, executed with such fiendish cruelty
in the days of her power by the arm of the State, whose
power she demanded and received, await the full measure
of just retribution; for she is to receive "double for all her
sins." And the nations (of Christendom) which have

'
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participated in her crimes and guilt must drink with her to
the dregs that bitter cup.

"And I will punish Bel in Babylon [the god of Babylon
—the Pope]; and I will bring forth out of his mouth that
which he hath swallowed up [He shall repudiate in his ex-
tremity the "great swelling words" and blasphemous titles
which he has long appropriated to himself—that he is the
infallible vicar, "vice-gerent of Christ," "another God on
earth," etc.], and the nations shall not flow together any
more unto him. Yea, the wall of Babylon [the civil power
that once defended it, and that in a measure does so still]
shall fall....Thus saith the Lord of hosts: the broad walls of
Babylon shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be
burned with fire [shall be destroyed]; and the people shall
labor in vain, and the folk in the fire [to prop and save the
walls of Babylon], and they shall be weary." (Jer. 51:44,58)
This shows the blindness of the people, and the hold Baby-
lon has on them, that they will labor to uphold her against
their own best interests; but notwithstanding her desperate
struggle for life and to conserve her prestige and influence,
like a great millstone cast into the sea, Babylon shall go
down, never again to rise; "for strong is the Lord God that
judgeth her." Only then will the people realize their won-
derful deliverance, and that her overthrow was by the hand
of God. Rev. 19:1,2

Such is the doom of Babylon, Christendom, which Isa-
iah and other prophets foresaw and foretold. And it is in
view of the fact that within her borders are many of his own
dear people that the Lord, through his prophet (Isa. 13:1,2),
commands his sanctified ones, saying, "Lift ye up a stan-
dard [the standard of the blessed gospel of truth, divested of
the traditional errors that have long beclouded it] upon the
high mountain [among those who constitute the true em-
bryo Kingdom of God]; raise high your voice unto them
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[earnestly and widely proclaim this truth unto the bewil-
dered sheep of the Lord's flock who are still in Babylon];
motion with the hand [let them see the power of the truth
exemplified, as well as hear its proclamation], that they
[the willing and obedient, the true sheep] may go into
the gates of the nobles [that they may realize the bless-
ings of the truly consecrated and heirs of the heavenly
Kingdom]."

So the warning voice goes forth to "him that hath an ear
to hear." We are in the time of the last or Laodicean stage of
the great nominal gospel church of wheat and tares. (Rev.
3:14-22) She is upbraided for her lukewarmness, pride,
spiritual poverty, blindness and nakedness, and counseled
to forsake quickly her evil ways before it is too late. But the
Lord knew that only a few would hearken to the warning
and call; and so the promise of reward is given, not to the
whole mass of those addressed, but to the few who still
have an ear for the truth, and who overcome the general
disposition and spirit of Babylon—" 7o him that over-
cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as |
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne. He that hath an ear [a disposition to hearken to and
heed the word of the Lord], let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches." But upon those who have no ear,
no disposition to hear, the Lord will pour his indignation.

That, with few individual exceptions, the attitude of all
Christendom is that of pride, self-righteousness and self-
complacency is manifest to the most casual observer. She
still saith in her heart, "I sit a queen, and am no widow, and
shall see no sorrow." She still glorifies herself and lives de-
liciously. She says, "I am rich and increased in goods, and
have need of nothing," and does not realize that she is
"wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked."
Nor does she heed the counsel of the Lord to buy of
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him (at cost of self-sacrifice) gold tried in the fire (the true
riches, the heavenly riches, "the divine nature"), and white
raiment (the robe of Christ's imputed righteousness, which
so many are now discarding, to appear before God in their
own unrighteousness), and to anoint her eyes with eyesalve
(complete consecration and submission to the divine will as
expressed in the Scriptures), that she might see and be
healed. Rev. 3:18

The spirit of the world has so fully taken possession of
the ecclesiastical powers of Christendom, that reformation
of the systems is impossible; and individuals can escape
their fate only by a prompt and timely withdrawal from
them. The hour of judgment is come, and even now upon
her walls the warning hand of divine providence is tracing
the mysterious words, "Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin"—
GOD HATH NUMBERED THY KINGDOM AND FIN-
ISHED IT! THOU ART WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES
AND FOUND WANTING! And the Prophet (Isaiah 47)
now speaks, saying—

"Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of
Babylon [said in derision of her claim to purity]; sit on the
ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans; for
thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate....Thy
nakedness shall be uncovered; yea, thy shame shall be seen:
I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a
man....Sit thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daugh-
ter of the Chaldeans; for thou shalt no more be called, The
lady of kingdoms....Thou saidst, I shall be a lady forever, so
that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst
remember the latter end of it.

"Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures;
that dwellest carelessly; that sayest in thine heart, I am,
and none else beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither
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shall I know the loss of children. But these two things shall
come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children
and widowhood [compare Rev. 18:8]: in their full measure
shall they come upon thee despite of the multitude of thy
sorceries, despite of the very great abundance of thy en-
chantments; for thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou
hast said, None seeth me. Thy [worldly] wisdom and thy
knowledge, it hath perverted thee: and thou has said in thy
heart, I am, and none else beside me. Therefore shall evil
come upon thee; thou shalt not know from whence it riseth:
and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to
put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly,
which thou shalt not [previously] know." Compare Verse 9
and Rev. 18:7.

Such being the solemn declarations against Babylon,
well will it be for all who heed the warning voice and the
instruction of the Lord to his people yet within her borders;
for "Thus saith the Lord":....Flee out of the midst of Baby-
lon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her
iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord's vengeance; he will
render unto her a recompense....Babylon is suddenly fallen
and destroyed....We would have healed Babylon, but she is
not healed. Forsake her;...for her judgment reacheth unto
heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies....My people, go
ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul
from the fierce anger of the Lord." Jer. 51:1,6,8,9,45. Com-
pare Rev. 17:3-6; 18:1-5.

For those who would obey this command to come out of
Babylon, there is but one place of refuge; and that is, not in
a new sect and bondage, but in "The secret place of the
Most High"—the place or condition of entire consecration,
typified by the Most Holy of the Tabernacle and Temple.
(Psa. 91) "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most
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High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." And
such may truly say in the midst of all the calamities of this
evil day, "The Lord is my refuge and my fortress, my God:
in him will T trust."

To come out of Babylon cannot mean a physical emigra-
tion from the midst of the nations of Christendom; for not
only Christendom, but all the earth, is to be devoured with
the fire [the fiery trouble] of the Lord's anger, though the
fiercest of his wrath will be against the enlightened nations
of Christendom, who knew, or at least had abundant oppor-
tunity to know, the Lord's will. The idea of the command is
a separation from all the binding yokes of Christendom—to
have no part nor lot in her civil, social or religious organi-
zations; and this, both from principle and from a wise and
divinely directed policy.

On principle, as soon as the increased light of harvest
truth illuminates our minds and makes manifest the defor-
mities of error, we must be loyal to the former and discard
the latter by withdrawing all our influence and support from
it. This implies the withdrawal from the various religious
organizations, whose doctrines misrepresent and make void
the Word of God; and it places us in the attitude of aliens
toward all existing civil powers; not opposing aliens, how-
ever, but peaceable and law-abiding aliens, who render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things
that are God's; aliens whose citizenship is in heaven, and
not upon earth; and whose influence is always favorable to
righteousness, justice, mercy and peace.

Principle in some cases, and policy in others, would sep-
arate us from the various social arrangements among men.
On principle, it would set free any who are entangled with
the oaths and obligations of the various secret societies; for
ye who were in darkness are now light in the Lord, and
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should walk as children of light, having no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reproving them.
Eph. 5:6-17

But as we come closer and closer to the great crisis of
this "evil day" it will doubtless be manifest to those who
view the situation from the standpoint of "the sure word of
prophecy," that, even if there be cases where principle is not
involved, it will be the part of wisdom to withdraw from the
various social and financial bondages which must in-
evitably succumb to the ravages of world-wide revolution
and anarchy. In that time (and, bear in mind, it will proba-
bly be within the next few years) financial institutions, in-
cluding insurance companies and beneficial societies, will
go down; and "treasures" in them will prove utterly worth-
less. These caves and rocks of the mountains will not fur-
nish the desired protection from the wrath of this "evil day,"
when the great waves of popular discontent are lashing and
foaming against the mountains (kingdoms—Rev. 6:15-17;
Psa. 46:3); and the time will come when men "shall cast
their silver into the streets, and their gold shall be as though
it were unclean [margin]: their silver and their gold shall
not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the
Lord. They shall not [with their wealth] be able to satisfy
their souls, neither [to] fill their bowels: because it was the
stumbling block of their iniquity." (Ezek. 7:19; Compare
also verses 12-18,21,25-27.) Thus will the Lord make a
man's /ife more precious than fine gold, even the golden
wedge of Ophir. Isa. 13:12

But those who have made the Most High their refuge
need not fear the approach of such times. He shall cover
them with his feathers, and under his wings shall they trust;
yea, he will show them his salvation. As the wildest confu-
sion approaches they may comfort their hearts with the



[D46]

blessed assurance that "God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble"; and say, "Therefore will not
we fear, though the earth be removed [though the present
social order be entirely overthrown]; and though the moun-
tains [kingdoms] be carried into the midst of the sea [over-
whelmed in anarchy]; though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled; though the mountains shake with the swelling
thereof." God will be in the midst of his faithful saints, who
make him their refuge, and they shall not be moved. God
will help Zion early in the Millennial morning; she shall be
"accounted worthy to escape all those things coming upon
the world." Psa. 46; Luke 21:36

"The Gathering Storms of Doubt"

"Our Father, while our hearts unlearn
The creeds that wrong thy name,

Still let our hallowed altars burn
With faith's undying flame.

"Help us to read our Master's will
Through every darkening stain
That clouds his sacred image still,

And see him once again.

"The brother man, the pitying friend,
Who weeps for human woes,

Whose pleading words of pardon blend
With cries of raging foes.

"If 'mid the gathering storms of doubt
Our hearts grow faint and cold,

The strength we cannot live without
Thy love will not withhold.

"Our prayers accept; our sins forgive;
Our youthful zeal renew;

Shape for us holier lives to live,
And nobler work to do."

The above original verses were read by Dr. Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes, before the Young Men's Christian Union,
Boston, June 1, 1893. They indicate that he realized some-
what the darkness overhanging Babylon.



[D47]

STUDY III

THE NECESSITY AND JUSTICE OF THE
DAY OF VENGEANCE

Upon this Generation, Type and Antitype—The Great Tribulation a
Legitimate Effect from Preceding Causes—The Responsibilities
of "Christendom," and Her Attitude Toward Them—Of Civil Au-
thorities, of Religious Leaders, of the Various Ranks of the
Masses of Men in Civilized Lands—The Relationship of the Hea-
then Nations to Christendom and to the Trouble—The Judgment
of God—"Vengeance is Mine: I will Repay, Saith the Lord."

"Verily, I say unto you, All these things shall come upon
this generation." Matt. 23:34-36; Luke 11:50,51

TO THOSE unaccustomed to weighing principles from the
standpoint of an exact moral philosophy it may seem
strange that a subsequent generation of humanity should
suffer the penalty of the accumulated crimes of several pre-
ceding generations; yet, since such is the expressed judg-
ment of God, who cannot err, we should expect mature con-
sideration to make manifest the justice of his decision. In
the above words, our Lord declared that thus it should be
with the generation of fleshly Israel whom he addressed in
the end of the typical Jewish Age. Upon them should come
all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, who was
slain between the temple and the altar. Matrt. 23:35

That was a terrible prophecy, but it fell upon heedless and
unbelieving ears; and, true to the letter, it had its fulfilment
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about thirty-seven years later, when civil strife and hostile
invaders accomplished the fearful recompense. Of that
time we read that the inhabitants of Judea were divided by
jealousies into many warring factions, and that mutual
mistrust reached its highest development. Friends were
alienated, families were broken up, and every man sus-
pected his brother. Theft, impostures and assassinations
were rife, and no man's life was secure. Even the temple
was not a place of safety. The chief priest was slain while
performing public worship. Then, driven to desperation by
the massacre of their brethren in Caesarea, and apparently
appointed everywhere else for slaughter, the whole nation
united in revolt. Judea was thus brought into open rebel-
lion against Rome, and in defiance against the whole civi-
lized world.

Vespasian and Titus were sent to punish them, and terri-
ble was their overthrow. One after another of their cities
was swept away, until at last Titus laid siege to Jerusalem.
In the spring of A.D. 70, when the city was crowded with
the multitudes who came up to the feast of the Passover, he
drew up his legions before her walls, and the imprisoned in-
habitants shortly became the prey of famine and the sword
of the invaders and civil strife. When any managed to creep
out of the city they were crucified by the Romans; and so
dreadful was the famine that parents killed and ate their
own children. The number that perished is stated by Jose-
phus to have been over a million, and the city and temple
were reduced to ashes.

Such were the facts in fulfilment of the above prophecy
upon rebellious fleshly Israel in the end of their age of special
favor as God's chosen people. And now, in the end of this
Gospel age, according to the broader significance of the
prophecy, is to come the parallel of that trouble upon nominal
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spiritual Israel, which, in its widest sense, is Christendom
—"a time of trouble such as was not since there was a na-
tion," and hence in some sense even more terrible than that
upon Judea and Jerusalem. We can scarcely imagine a trou-
ble more severe than that above described, except in the
sense of being more general and widespread, and more de-
structive, as the machinery of modern warfare signally sug-
gests. Instead of being confined to one nation or province,
its sweep will be over the whole world, especially the civi-
lized world, Christendom, Babylon.

We may therefore regard that visitation of wrath upon
fleshly Israel as a foreshadowing of the greater indignation
and wrath to be poured upon Christendom in the end of this
age. Those who in their haste incline to view this course of
the Almighty toward this generation as unjust have only
failed to comprehend that perfect law of retribution, which
surely, though often slowly, works out its inevitable results.
The justice, yea, the necessity and the philosophy of it, are
very manifest to the thoughtful and reverent, who, instead
of being inclined to accuse God of injustice, apply their
hearts to the instruction of his Word.

The Great Tribulation a Legitimate Effect
from Preceding Causes

We stand today in a period which is the culmination of
ages of experience which should be, and is, in some respects,
greatly to the world's profit; especially to that part of the
world which has been favored, directly and indirectly, with
the light of divine truth—Christendom, Babylon—whose re-
sponsibility for this stewardship of advantage is conse-
quently very great. God holds men accountable, not only
for what they know, but for what they might know if they
would apply their hearts unto instruction—for the lessons
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which experience (their own and others') is designed to
teach; and if men fail to heed the lessons of experience, or
wilfully neglect or spurn its precepts, they must suffer the
consequences.

Before so-called Christendom lies the open history of all
past time, as well as the divinely inspired revelation. And
what lessons they contain!—Ilessons of experience, of wis-
dom, of knowledge, of grace, and of warning. By giving
heed to the experiences of preceding generations along the
various lines of human industry, political economy, etc., the
world has made very commendable progress in material
things. Many of the comforts and conveniences of our
present civilization have come to us largely from applying
the lessons observed in the experiences of past generations.
The art of printing has brought these lessons within the
range of every man. The present generation in this one
point alone has much advantage every way: all the accumu-
lated wisdom and experience of the past are added to its
own. But the great moral lessons which men ought also to
have been studying and learning have been very generally
disregarded, even when they have been emphatically forced
upon public attention. History is full of such lessons to
thoughtful minds inclined to righteousness; and men of the
present day have more such lessons than those of any previ-
ous generation. Thoughtful minds have, from time to time,
noted and called attention to this fact. Thus, Professor
Fisher, in prefacing his account of the rise, progress and fall
of empires, truly says: "That there is a reign of law in the
succession of human events, is a conviction warranted by
observed facts. Events do not spring into being disjoined
from antecedents leading to them. They are perceived to be
the natural issues of the times that have gone before. Pre-
ceding events have foreshadowed them."
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This is indeed true: the law of cause and effect is
nowhere more prominently marked than on the pages of
history. According to this law, which is God's law, the seeds
of past sowing must of necessity germinate, develop and
bring forth fruitage; and a harvest at some time is therefore
inevitable. In Vol. 11, we have shown that the harvest time
of the Gospel age is already come; that it began in 1874,
when the presence of the Lord of the harvest was due; and
that, while a great harvest work has been in progress ever
since that date, we are now fast nearing the latter end of the
harvest period, when the burning of the tares and the gath-
ering and treading of the fully ripe clusters of the "vine of
the earth" (the matured fruits of the false vine—"Babylon")
are due. Rev. 14:18-20

The Responsibilities of Christendom and Her
Attitude Toward Them

Babylon, Christendom, has had a long probation of
power, and has had many opportunities both to learn and to
practice righteousness, as well as many warnings of a com-
ing judgment. All through this Gospel age she has had in
her midst the saints of God—devoted, self-sacrificing,
Christlike men and women—"The salt of the earth." She
has heard the message of salvation from their lips, seen the
principles of truth and righteousness exemplified in their
lives, and heard them reason of righteousness and of judg-
ment to come. But she has disregarded these living epistles
of God; and not only so, but her so-called Christian nations,
in their greed for gain, have brought reproach upon the
name of Christ among the heathen, following the Christian
missionary with the accursed rum traffic and other "civi-
lized" evils; and in her midst and by her authority the true
embryo kingdom of heaven (composed only of the saints,
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whose names are written in heaven) has suffered violence.
She has hated them and persecuted them even unto death,
so that thousands of them all along the centuries have, by
her decrees, sealed their testimony with their blood. Like
their Master, they were hated without a cause; they were re-
jected as the offscouring of the earth for righteousness'
sake; and their light was again and again quenched that the
preferred darkness might reign with its opportunities to
work iniquity. Oh how dark is this record of Christendom!
The mother system is "drunk with the blood of the saints
and martyrs of Jesus"; and she and her daughters, still
blind, are ready still to persecute and behead (Rev. 20:4),
though in a more refined manner, all who are loyal to God
and his truth, and who venture, however kindly, to point out
to them plainly the Word of the Lord which reproves them.
The civil powers of Christendom have been warned fre-
quently when again and again empires and kingdoms have
fallen with the weight of their own corruption. And even
today, if the powers that be would harken, they might hear a
last warning of God's inspired prophet, saying, "Be wise
now, therefore, O ye kings: be instructed ye judges of the
earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way,
when his wrath is kindled but a little.... Why do the nations
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the
earth set themselves [in opposition], and the rulers take
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed,
saying, Let us break their bands asunder and cast away their
cords from us." But their resistance shall avail nothing; for,
"He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall
have them in derision. Then [since they persistently neglect
to heed his warnings] shall he speak unto them in his wrath,
and vex them in his sore displeasure." Psalm 2:10-12,1-5
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Again, as represented by the simple and now widely
known principles of his holy law, "God standeth in the con-
gregation of the mighty [of those in authority]; he judgeth
among the gods [the rulers, saying], How long will ye judge
unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Defend the
poor and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and needy;
deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the
wicked." (Psa. 82:1-4) That the import and expediency of
this counsel are, by the exigencies of the present times, be-
ing forced upon the attention of those in authority, the daily
press is a constant witness; and numerous are the warning
voices of thoughtful men who see the danger of the general
neglect of this advice. Even men of the world, who scan the
future only from the standpoint of expediency, perceive the
necessity for the pursuance of the course advised by the
prophets.

The late Emperor William of Germany saw this, as is in-
dicated by the following from the Berlin correspondent of
the Observatore Romano (1880):

"When the Emperor William received the news of the last horrible
attempt upon the life of the Czar he became very serious, and after re-
maining silent for some minutes he said, with melancholy accent, but
with a certain energy, 'If we do not change the direction of our policy,
if we do not think seriously of giving sound instruction to youth, if we
do not give the first place to religion, if we only pretend to govern by
expedients from day to day, our thrones will be overturned and soci-
ety will become a prey to the most terrible events. We have no more
time to lose, and it will be a great misfortune if all the governments
do not come to an accord in this salutary work of repression."

In a book widely circulated in Germany, entitled Reform
or Revolution, its author, Herr von Massow, who 1s neither
a Socialist nor a Radical, but a Conservative, and President
of the Central Committee for Labor Colonies, accuses his
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countrymen of "ostrich politics," of imitating that bird's
proverbial habit of hiding its head in the sand in the belief that
it becomes invisible when it cannot see. Von Massow writes:

"We may ignore facts, but we cannot alter them. There is no
doubt that we are on the eve of a revolution. All who have eyes
to see and ears to hear must admit this. Only a society sub-
merged in egoism, self-satisfaction and the hunt for pleasure
can deny it; only such a society will continue to dance on the
volcano, will refuse to see the Mene-Tekel, and continue to be-
lieve in the power of bayonets.

"The great majority of the educated have no idea of the
magnitude of the hatred which is brewing among the lower or-
ders. The Social-Democratic Party is regarded as any other po-
litical party; yet this party does not care about political rights,
does not care for administrative reform or new laws. This party
is based upon the wish of the lower classes to enjoy life, a wish
to taste pleasures of which those who never owned a hundred-
mark bill have an altogether distorted conception....Order will,
of course, soon be restored [after the Socialist regime]; but what
a state the country will be in! There will be countless cripples,
widows and orphans; public and private banks will have been
robbed; railroads, telegraphs, roads, bridges, residences, facto-
ries, monuments—everything will be demolished, and neither
the Union, nor the States, nor the towns and parishes will be
able to find the millions which it would cost to repair even a
fraction of what is destroyed. It is almost incredible that nothing
is done to ward off the danger. Charity is not what is needed but
warm hearts, willing to show some regard for the lower classes.
Love, all-embracing love, will overcome much of the hatred
that is brewing. Many may be lost to such an extent that nothing
will bring them back; but there are also millions who may still
be won for law and order, if proof is given that it is possible for
them to obtain a livelihood worthy of a human being; that they
need not, as is the case just now, be worse off than the animals
which are, at least, stabled and fed."

The writer proceeds at length to open the eyes of the peo-
ple of Berlin to the danger in which they live. "The Berliners,"
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he says, "imagine themselves secure in the protection of the
Guards, some 60,000 strong. A vain hope! During the Autumn,
when the time-expired men leave their regiments, and before
the new recruits have come, the garrison is scarcely 7,000
strong. An insurrection led by some dissatisfied former officer
could soon find 100,000 and even 160,000 workmen to take
part. All these men have served in the army, are as well trained
as their opponents, and understand the necessity of discipline.
Telegraph and telephone wires would be cut; railroads dam-
aged to prevent the arrival of re-enforcements; officers hurry-
ing to their posts would be intercepted. The revolutionists
could blow up the barracks and shoot down the Emperor, the
Ministers, generals, officials—every one wearing a uniform—
ere a single troop of cavalry or a battery of artillery could
come to their assistance."

But do those in authority heed the warnings and the
solemn lessons of this hour? No: as the Prophet foretold of
them—"They know not, neither will they understand: they
walk on in darkness [until] all the foundations of the earth
[the foundations of society—the hitherto established princi-
ples of law and order] are moved"—terribly shaken—shaken
that they may be removed. Heb. 12:27; Psa. 82:5; Isa. 2:19

The late Emperor of Germany was quite heedless of the
expressed fears of his grandfather, just quoted. Years ago, in
presenting Prince Bismarck with a magnificent sword
sheathed in a golden scabbard, the Emperor said:

"Before the eyes of these troops I come to present your
Serene Highness with my gift. I could find no better present
than a sword, the noblest weapon of the Germans, a symbol
of that instrument which your Highness, in the service of my
grandfather, helped to forge, to sharpen, and also to wield—a
symbol of that great building-time during which the mortar
was blood and iron—a remedy which never fails, and which
in the hands of Kings and Princes will, in case of need, also
preserve unity in the interior of the Fatherland, even as,
when applied outside the country, it led to internal union."
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The London Spectator commenting on this expression
says:

"That is surely a most alarming, as well as astounding,
statement. There are two explanations of it current in Germany
—one that it is directed against the claim of any German State
to secede from the Empire, and the other, that it announces the
decision of the Emperor and his confederates to deal with So-
cialists and Anarchists, if necessary, through military force. In
either case the announcement was unnecessary and indiscreet.
Nobody doubts that the German Empire, which was, in fact,
built by the sword at Langensalza, as well as in the war with
France, would decree the military occupation of any seceding
State; but to threaten any party, even the Socialists, with mar-
tial law, while it is trying to win through the ballot, is, in fact,
to suspend the Constitution in favor of a state of siege. We do
not suppose that the Emperor intended anything of the kind,
but it seems clear that he has been brooding over the situation;
that he feels the resistance of the Socialists, and that his con-
clusion is—'Well, well, I have still the sword, and that is a
remedy that never fails.' Many a King has come to that conclu-
sion before him, but few have been so far left to themselves as
to deem it wise on such a subject to think aloud. It is a threat,
let us explain it as we will; and wise monarchs do not threaten
until the hour has arrived to strike, still less do they threaten
military violence as the remedy even for internal grievances.
'"The sword a remedy' for internal ills 'which never fails!" As
well say the surgeon's knife is a remedy for fever which never
fails. Prince Schwartzenburg, a Tory of Tories, with an irre-
sistible army at his back, tried that remedy under more favor-
able circumstances, and his conclusion after long experience
was embodied in that wisest of all political good sayings,
which the German Emperor would do well to consider—'You
can do anything with bayonets—except sit on them.'

"What could a Roman Imperator have said that was
stronger than 'the sword is the remedy that never fails'?
There is the essence of tyranny in a sentence of that kind;
and if the Emperor really uttered it after consideration, it is
not a leader that Germany has in him, but an absolute ruler
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of the type which all modern history shows us to be worn out.
It may turn out, of course, that the Emperor spoke hastily, un-
der the influence of that emotion, half-poetic, half-arising from
an exaggerated sense of his own personality, which he has of-
ten previously betrayed; but if his speech is to be accepted in
the light of a manifesto to his people, all that can be said is,
'"What a pity; what a source of hopefulness has passed away!""

The declaration of the present Czar of Russia, that he
would uphold autocracy as ardently as did his father, was
another indication of failure to heed the solemn warnings of
this auspicious hour and of the Word of God. And mark
how it was received by the people of his dominion, despite
all the official energy exercised there to muzzle free speech.
A manifesto was issued by the People's Rights Party of
Russia, and circulated throughout the empire.

The manifesto was in the form of a letter to the Czar, and
was remarkable for plain and forcible language. After cen-
suring him for his assertion of his absolutism it declared:

"The most advanced zemstvos asked only for the harmony
of Czar and people, free speech, and the supremacy of law over
the arbitrariness of the executive. You were deceived and
frightened by the representations of courtiers and bureaucrats.
Society will understand perfectly that it was the bureaucracy,
which jealously guards its own omnipotence, that spoke
through you. The bureaucracy, beginning with the Council of
Ministers and ending with the lowest country constable, hates
any development, social or individual, and actively prevents
the monarch's free intercourse with representatives of his peo-
ple, except as they come in gala dress, presenting congratula-
tions, icons, and offerings.

"Your speech proved that any attempt to speak out be-
fore the throne, even in the most loyal form, about the
crying needs of the country, meets only a rough and
abrupt rebuff. Society expected from you encouragement
and help, but heard only a reminder of your omnipotence,
giving the impression of utter estrangement of Czar from
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people. You yourself have killed your own popularity, and
have alienated all that part of society which is peacefully
struggling forward. Some individuals are jubilant over your
speech, but you will soon discover their impotence.

"In another section of society your speech caused a feeling
of injury and depression, which, however, the best social
forces will soon overcome, before proceeding to the peaceful
but obstinate and deliberate struggle necessary to liberty. In
another section your words will stimulate the readiness to
struggle against the present hateful state of things with any
means. You were the first to begin the struggle. Ere long it
will proceed."

Thus all the nations of "Christendom" are heedlessly
stumbling on in the long-preferred darkness. Even this fair
land of boasted liberty, in many respects so richly favored
above all other nations, is no exception; and it, too, has had
many warnings. Note the almost prophetic words of its
martyr President, Abraham Lincoln, written shortly before
his assassination, to a friend in Illinois. He wrote:

"Yes, we may all congratulate ourselves that this cruel war
1s nearing its close. It has cost a vast amount of treasure and
blood. The best blood of the flower of American youth has
been freely offered upon our country's altar that the nation
might live. It has been a trying hour indeed for the Republic.
But I see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves
me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my country. As a
result of the war, corporations have been enthroned, an era of
corruption in high places will follow, and the money-power of
the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working upon
the prejudices of the people until all the wealth is aggregated
in a few hands, and the Republic is destroyed. I feel at this mo-
ment more anxiety for the safety of my country than ever be-
fore, even in the midst of war."

And again in the year 1896, Representative Hatch of
Missouri, in a speech before Congress on financial and so-
cial matters, is reported in the public press to have said:
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"Mark what I say! If the inexorable law of cause and effect
has not been expunged from the statute book of the Almighty,
unless a halt is called very soon, you may expect to see the hor-
rors of the French Revolution put on the American stage with all
the modern improvements, and that within the next decade. Nor
am I alone. That gentleman, Astor, who went to England some
time ago, bought him a place on the island and became a British
subject, saw what is coming as plainly as I do, so he took time
by the forelock and skipped out when there was not such a rush
for staterooms as there will be after a while. He knew very well
that if things would keep on as you and I have seen them for
some time past the time was not far off when there would be
such a crowd of his class of people hurrying aboard every outgo-
ing steamer he might be shoved off the gangplank."

The Hon. H. R. Herbert, Secretary of the U. S. Navy, in
a speech at Cleveland, O., April 30, 1896, used the follow-
ing language in a very moderate speech to business men:

"We are entering upon an era of vast enterprises that threaten
to occupy to the exclusion of others all the ordinary avenues of
human progress. The optimist may tell you that this is to be for
the betterment of the conditions of human life, that large enter-
prises are to cheapen products, cheapen transportation. The mam-
moth store in which you can get everything you want, and get it
cheap, is everywhere appearing. Industrial plants with millions of
capital behind them are rapidly taking possession of the field
once occupied by smaller enterprises of the same character.

"Human wit seems unable to devise, without dangerously cur-
tailing the natural liberty of the citizen, any plan for the prevention
of these monopolies, and the effect is the accumulation of vast
wealth by the few, the narrowing of the opportunities of the many,
and the breeding of discontent. Hence conflicts between labor and
capital are to be of greater significance in the future than in the past.

"There are thoughtful men who predict that out of the an-
tagonisms between capital and labor is to come a conflict
that will be fatal to the republican government among us, a
conflict that will result first in anarchy and bloodshed and
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then in monarchy under some bold leader who shall be able by
military power to bring order out of chaos.

"Sometimes we are pointed to Socialism as the logical out-
come of the present condition. The first experiments in this di-
rection, it is said, are to be made in the cities, the employers,
with unlimited means at their command, and the employees,
with little opportunity for advancement, except by the ballot,
are to contend with each other, class against class, for the con-
trol of municipal governments. This is one of the perils of the
future....It was once supposed that the American farmer would
forever stand as an immovable bulwark, but a change has
come over the spirit of many of our farmers."

The ecclesiastical powers of Christendom have also had
line upon line and precept upon precept. They have been
warned by the providential dealings of God with his people
in the past, and by occasional reformers. Yet few, very few,
can read the handwriting on the wall, and they are power-
less to overcome, or even to stay, the popular current. Rev.
T. De Witt Talmage seemed to see and understand to some
extent; for, in a timely discourse, he said:

"Unless the Church of Jesus Christ rises up and proves her-
self the friend of the people as the friend of God, and in sympa-
thy with the great masses, who with their families at their backs
are fighting this battle for bread, the church, as at present orga-
nized, will become a defunct institution, and Christ will go
down again to the beach and invite plain, honest fishermen to
come into an apostleship of righteousness—manward and God-
ward. The time has come when all classes of people shall have
equal rights in the great struggle to get a livelihood."

And yet this man, with a stewardship of talent and influ-
ence which but few possess, did not seem in haste to follow
his expressed convictions as to the duties of influential
Christians in the hour of peril.

The warnings go forth, and convictions of duty and
privilege fasten upon many minds; but, alas! all is of no



[D61]

avail; they go unheeded. Great power has been, and to
some extent still is, in the hands of ecclesiastics; but, in the
name of Christ and his gospel, it has been, and still is, self-
ishly used and abused. "Honor one of another," "chief
seats in the synagogues," and "to be called Rabbi," Doctor,
Reverend, etc., and seeking gain, each "from his own quar-
ter [or denomination]" (John 5:44; Matt. 23:6-12; Isa.
56:11), and "the fear of man which bringeth a snare"—
these hinder some even of God's true servants from faith-
fulness, while apparently many of the under-shepherds
never had any interest in the Lord's flock except to secure
the golden fleece.

While we gladly acknowledge that many educated cul-
tivated, refined and pious gentlemen are, and have been, in-
cluded among the clergy in all the various denominations of
the nominal Church, which all through the age has included
both wheat and tares (Matt. 13:30), we are forced to admit
that many who belong to the "tare" class have found their
way into the pulpits as well as into the pews. Indeed the
temptations to pride and vainglory, and in many cases to
ease and affluence, presented to talented young men aspir-
ing to the pulpit, have been such as to guarantee that it must
be so, and that to a large extent. Of all the professions, the
Christian ministry has afforded the quickest and easiest
route to fame, ease and general temporal prosperity, and of-
ten to wealth. The profession of law requires a lifetime of
intellectual energy and business effort, and brings its weight
of pressing care. The same may be said of the profession of
medicine. And if men rise to wealth and distinction in
these professions, it is not merely because they have quick
wits and ready tongues, but because they have honestly
won distinction by close and constant mental application
and laborious effort. On the other hand, in the clerical pro-
fession, a refined, pleasant demeanor, moderate ability to
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address a public assembly twice a week on some theme
taken from the Bible, together with a moderate education
and good moral character, secure to any young man enter-
ing the profession, the respect and reverence of his com-
munity, a comfortable salary and a quiet, undisturbed and
easy life.

If he have superior talent, the people, who are admirers
of oratory, soon discover it, and before long he is called to a
more lucrative charge; and, almost before he knows it, he
has become famous among men, who rarely stop to ques-
tion whether his piety—his faith, humility and godliness—
have kept pace in development with his intellectual and or-
atorical progress. In fact, if the latter be the case, he is less
acceptable, especially to wealthy congregations, which,
probably more frequently than very poor ones, are com-
posed mostly of "tares." If his piety indeed survive the pres-
sure of these circumstances, he will, too often for the good
of his reputation, be obliged to run counter to the disposi-
tions and prejudices of his hearers, and he will shortly find
himself unpopular and undesired. These circumstances have
thus brought into the pulpit a very large proportion of what
the Scriptures designate "hireling shepherds." Isa. 56:11;
Ezek. 34:2-16; John 10:11-14

The responsibility of those who have undertaken the
gospel ministry in the name of Christ is very great. They
stand very prominently before the people as the representa-
tives of Christ—as special exponents of his spirit, and ex-
pounders of his truth. And, as a class, they have had advan-
tages above other men for coming to a knowledge of the
truth, and freely declaring it. They have been relieved from
the burdens of toil and care in earning a livelihood which fet-
ter other men, and, with their temporal wants supplied, have
been granted time, quiet leisure, special education, and nu-
merous helps of association, etc., for this very purpose.



[D63]

Here, on the one hand, have been these great opportuni-
ties for pious zeal and devoted self-sacrifice for the cause
of truth and righteousness; and, on the other, great tempta-
tions, either to indolent ease, or to ambition for fame,
wealth or power. Alas! the vast majority of the clergy have
evidently succumbed to the temptations, rather than em-
braced and used the opportunities, of their positions; and,
as a result, they are today "blind leaders of the blind," and
together they and their flocks are fast stumbling into the
ditch of skepticism. They have hidden the truth (because it
1s unpopular), advanced error (because it is popular) and
taught for doctrine the precepts of men (because paid to do
s0). They have, in effect, and sometimes in so many words,
said to the people, "Believe what we tell you on our au-
thority," instead of directing them to "prove all things" by
the divinely inspired words of the apostles and prophets,
and "hold fast" only "that which is good." For long cen-
turies the clergy of the Church of Rome kept the Word of
God buried in dead languages, and would not permit its
translation into the vernacular tongues, lest the people
might search the Scriptures and thus prove the vanity of her
pretensions. In the course of time a few godly reformers
arose from the midst of her corruption, rescued the Bible
from oblivion and brought it forth to the people; and a
great protestant movement—protesting against the false
doctrines and evil practices of the Church of Rome—was
the result.

But ere long Protestantism also became corrupt, and her
clergy began to formulate creeds to which they have taught
the people to look as the epitomized doctrines of the Bible,
and of paramount importance. They have baptized and
catechised them in infancy, before they had learned to
think; then, as they grew to adult years, they have lulled
them to sleep, and given them to understand that their safe
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course in religious matters is to commit all questions of
doctrine to them, and to follow their instructions, intimating
that they alone had the education, etc., necessary to the
comprehension of divine truth, and that they, therefore,
should be considered authorities in all such matters without
further appeal to God's Word. And when any presumed to
question this assumed authority and to think differently,
they were regarded as heretics and schismatics. The most
learned and prominent among them have written massive
volumes of what they term Systematic Theology, all of
which, like the Talmud among the Jews, is calculated to a
large extent to make void the Word of God, and to teach for
doctrine the precepts of men (Matt. 15:6; Isa. 29:13); and
others of the learned and prominent have accepted honor-
able and lucrative professorships in Theological Seminar-
ies, established, ostensibly, to train young men for the
Christian ministry, but in fact to inculcate the ideas of the
so-called "Systematic Theology" of their several schools—
to fetter free thought and honest reverent investigation of
the sacred Scriptures with a view to simple faith in their
teachings, regardless of human traditions. In this way gen-
eration after generation of the "clergy" has pressed along
the beaten track of traditional error. And only occasionally
has one been sufficiently awake and loyal to the truth to
discover error and cry out for reform. It has been so much
easier to drift with the popular current, especially when
great men led the way.

Thus the power and superior advantages of the clergy as
a class have been misused, although in their ranks there
have been (and still are) some earnest, devout souls who
verily thought they were doing God service in upholding
the false systems into which they had been led, and by
whose errors they also had been in a great measure blinded.

While these reflections will doubtless seem offensive to
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many of the clergy, especially to the proud and self-seeking,
we have no fear that their candid presentation will give of-
fense to any of the meek, who, if they recognize the truth,
will be blessed by a humble confession of the same and a
full determination to walk in the light of God as it shines
from his Word, regardless of human traditions. We rejoice
to say that thus far during the harvest period we have come
to know a few clergymen of this class, who, when the har-
vest truth dawned upon them, forsook the error and pursued
and served the truth. But the majority of the clergy, alas! are
not of the meek class, and again we are obliged to realize
the force of the Master's words—"How hardly shall they
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!" whether
those riches be of reputation, fame, learning, money, or
even common ease.

The common people need not be surprised, therefore,
that the clergy of Christendom, as a class, are blind to the
truths due in this time of harvest, just as the recognized
teachers and leaders in the end of the typical Jewish age
were blind and opposed to the truths due in that harvest.
Their blindness is indeed a recompense for their misused
talents and opportunities, and therefore light and truth can-
not be expected from that quarter. In the end of the Jewish
age the religious leaders significantly suggested to the peo-
ple the inquiry, "Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees
believed on him?" (John 7:48) and in accepting their sug-
gestion and blindly submitting to their leading, some
missed their privilege, and failed to enter into the blessings
of the new dispensation. So it will be with a similar class in
these last days of the Gospel dispensation: those who
blindly follow the leading of the clergy will fall with them
into the ditch of skepticism; and only those who faithfully
walk with God, partaking of his spirit, and humbly relying
upon all the testimonies of his precious Word, shall be able
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to discern and discard the "stubble" of error which has long
been mixed with the truth, and boldly to stand fast in the
faith of the gospel and in loyalty of heart to God, while the
masses drift off in the popular current toward infidelity in
its various forms—Evolution, Higher Criticism, Theosophy,
Christian Science, Spiritism, or other theories denying the
necessity and merit of the great Calvary sacrifice. But those
who successfully stand in this "evil day" (Eph. 6:13) will,
in so doing, prove the metal of their Christian character; for
so strong will be the current against them, that only true
Christian devotion to God, zeal, courage and fortitude will
be able to endure to the end. These oncoming waves of infi-
delity will surely carry all others before them. It is written,
"A thousand shall fall at thy side and ten thousand at thy
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee, because thou
hast said, The Lord is my protection, and the most High
hast thou made thy refuge....He that dwelleth in the secret
place [of consecration, communion and fellowship] of the
most High, shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty ....He shall cover thee with his feathers, and un-
der his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield
and buckler." Psalm 91

Individual Christians cannot shirk their personal re-
sponsibility, placing it upon pastors and teachers, nor upon
councils and creeds. It is by the Word of the Lord that we
are judged (John 12:48-50; Rev. 20:12), and not by the
opinions or precedents of our fellowmen in any capacity.
Therefore all should imitate the noble Bereans who
"searched the Scriptures daily" to see if the things taught
them were true. (Acts 17:11) 1t is our duty as Christians in-
dividually to prove all things we accept, and to hold fast
that which is good. "To the law and to the testimony; if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no
light in them." Acts 17:11; 1 Thess. 5:21; Isa. 8:20
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The same principle holds good in temporal, as well as in
spiritual things. While the various ships of state are drifting
onward to destruction, those who see the breakers ahead,
while they cannot alter the course of events in general, can,
to some extent at least, seize present opportunities wisely to
regulate their own conduct in view of the inevitable catas-
trophe; they can make ready the lifeboats and the life pre-
servers, so that when the ships of state are wrecked in the
surging sea of anarchy, they may keep their heads above the
waves and find a rest beyond. In other words, the wise pol-
icy, to say nothing of principle, in these days is to deal
justly, generously and kindly with our fellowmen in every
rank and condition of life; for the great trouble will spring
from the intense wrath of the angry nations—from the dis-
satisfaction and indignation of the enlightened masses of
the people against the more fortunate, aristocratic and rul-
ing classes. The subjects of dissatisfaction are at present be-
ing widely discussed; and now, before the storm of wrath
bursts, i1s the time for individuals to make known their
principles, not only by their words, but by their conduct in
all their relations with their fellowmen. Now is the time to
study and apply the principles of the golden rule; to learn to
love our neighbors as ourselves, and to act accordingly. If
men were wise enough to consider what, in the very near
future, must be the outcome of the present course of things,
they would do this from policy, if not from principle.

In the coming trouble it is but reasonable to presume
that, even in the midst of the wildest confusion, there will
be discriminations in favor of such as have shown them-
selves just, generous and kind; and extreme wrath against
those who have practiced and defended oppression. It was
so in the midst of the horrors of the French Revolution; and
that it will be so again, is intimated by the counsel of the
Word of the Lord, which says, "Seek righteousness, seek
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meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's
anger." "Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pur-
sue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his
ears are open unto their cry. The face of the Lord is against
them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from
the earth." (Zeph. 2:3; Psa. 34:14-16) These words of wis-
dom and warning are to the world in general. As for the
"saints," the "little flock," the "overcomers," they are
promised that they shall be accounted worthy to escape all
those things coming upon the world. Luke 21:36

The Relationship of the Heathen Nations to Christendom
and to the Great Tribulation

While the fierce anger of the Lord is to be visited upon
the nations of Christendom specially, because they have
sinned against much light and privilege, the Scriptures
clearly show that the heathen nations have not been without
responsibility, and shall not go unpunished. For many gen-
erations and through many centuries they have taken plea-
sure in unrighteousness. Their fathers in ages past forgot
God, because they did not like to hold his righteous author-
ity in remembrance: they loved darkness rather than light,
and wilfully pursued the folly of their own imaginations;
and their descendants have steadily walked on in the same
downward course, even to the present day.

Concerning the responsibility of these nations, the Apos-
tle Paul (Rom. 1:18-32) tells us very plainly what is the
mind of the Lord, saying, "The wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
those men who, through injustice suppress the truth; be-
cause the knowledge of God is apparent among them, for
God hath shewed it unto them. For his invisible things,
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even his eternal power and deity, since the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being perceived by the things that
are made; so that [having this light of nature—i.e., the testi-
mony of nature as to the existence, power and goodness of
God, and of conscience indicating what is right and what is
wrong] they are without excuse [in pursuing an evil course
of life]; because though they knew God [to some extent at
least]; they did not glorify or thank him as God, but became
vain in their reasonings, and their perverse heart was dark-
ened [as the natural result of such a course]. Assuming to be
wise men, they became fools, and changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image-likeness of corruptible
man, and of birds, and of quadrupeds, and of reptiles.
Therefore God gave them over, through the lusts of their
hearts for impurity, to dishonor their bodies among them-
selves; who exchanged the truth concerning God for a false
religion, and reverenced and served the creature rather than
the Creator, who is worthy of praise forever. Amen!

"On this account God delivered them over to infamous
passions [i.e., God did not strive with or endeavor to re-
claim them, but let them alone to pursue their chosen evil
course and to learn from experience its bitter fruits]....And
as they did not choose to retain the knowledge of God, God
gave them over to a worthless mind, to do improper things,
abounding in every iniquity; in wickedness, in covetous-
ness, in malignity; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, bad
habits; secret slanderers, revilers, haters of God, insolent,
proud, boasters, devisers of evil things, disobedient to par-
ents, obstinate, covenant breakers, destitute of natural af-
fection, without pity; who, though they know the ordinance
of God [that those who practice such things are worthy of
death], not only are doing them, but even are approving
those who practice them."
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While, as here shown, the heathen nations long ago sup-
pressed what truth was known in the early ages of the world
concerning God and his righteousness, and preferred dark-
ness rather than light because their deeds were evil, and out
of their evil and vain imaginations invented false religions
which justified their evil ways; and while succeeding gener-
ations have endorsed and justified the evil course of their
forefathers by subscribing to their doctrines and walking in
their footprints, thus also assuming the accumulation of
their guilt and condemnation, on the very same principle
that the present nations of Christendom also assume the
obligations of their preceding generations, yet the heathen
nations have not been wholly oblivious to the fact that a
great light has come into the world through Jesus Christ.
Even previous to the coming of Christ the wonderful God
of Israel was known among many heathen nations through
his dealings with that people; and all through the Gospel
age the saints of God have been bearing the good news
abroad.

Here and there a few individuals have heeded the truth,
but the nations have disregarded it generally, and walked on
in darkness. Therefore "the indignation of the Lord is upon
all nations." (Isa. 34:2) The heathen nations are now, with-
out the gospel and its advantages, judged unworthy of a
continued lease of power; while the so-called Christian na-
tions, with the gospel light and privileges of which they
have not walked worthy, are also, by its standard of truth
and righteousness, judged unworthy of continued power.

Thus every mouth is stopped, and all the world stands
guilty before God. Of all the nations "there is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They
are all gone out of the way, they are together become un-
profitable; there is none that doeth good; no, not one."
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The justice of God in punishing all nations is manifest;
and while the heathen nations will receive the just reward
of their doings, let not the greater responsibility of Chris-
tendom be forgotten; for if the Jews had "much advantage
every way" over the Gentile nations, chiefly in that unto
them were committed the oracles of God (Rom. 3:1,2),
what shall we say of the nations of Christendom, with their
still greater advantages of both the Law and the Gospel?
Yet it is true today of Christendom, as it was then of the
Jewish nation, that the name of God is blasphemed among
the heathen through them. (Rom. 2:24) Note, for instance,
the imposition of the liquor and opium traffics upon the
heathen nations, by the greed of the Christian nations for
gold.

A reliable witness, who speaks from personal knowledge
wrote, some time ago, to the New York Joice as follows:

"According to my own observations on the Congo and the
West Coast [Africa], the statement of many missionaries and
others, drink is doing more harm to the natives than the slave
trade now or in past times. That carries off people, destroys
villages; this not only slays by the thousands, but debauches
and ruins body and soul, whole tribes, and leaves them to be-
come the parents of degenerate creatures born in their own de-
bauched image....All the workmen are given a big drink of rum
every day at noon, and forced to take at least two bottles of gin
as pay for work every Saturday night; at many of the factories,
when a one, two or three years' contract expires, they are
forced to take a barrel of rum or some cases or demijohns of
gin to carry home with them. Native traders are forced to take
casks of liquor in exchange for native produce, even when they
remonstrate, and, gaining no redress, pour the liquor into the
river; traders saying, "The niggers must take rum, we cannot
make money enough to satisfy the firm at home by selling
them salt or cloth." Towns are roaring pandemoniums every
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Sunday from drink. There are villages where every man,
woman and child is stupid drunk, and thus former religious
services are broken up. Chiefs say sadly to missionaries,
'Why did not you Godmen come before the drink did? The
drink has eaten out my people's heads and hardened their
hearts: they cannot understand, they do not care for any-
thing good."

It 1s even said that some of the heathen are holding up
the Christian's Bible before them, and saying, "Your prac-
tices do not correspond with the teachings of your sacred
book." A Brahmin is said to have written a missionary, "We
are finding you out. You are not as good as your Book. If
your people were only as good as your Book, you would
conquer India in five years." See Ezek. 22:4.

Truly, if the men of Nineveh and the queen of the south
shall rise up in judgment against the generation of Israel
which the Lord directly addressed (Matt. 12:41,42), then
Israel and every previous generation, and the heathen na-
tions shall rise up against this generation of Christendom,;
for where much has been given much will be required.
Luke 12:48

But, dropping the morally retributive aspect of the ques-
tion, we see how, in the very nature of the case, the heathen
nations must suffer in the fall of Christendom, Babylon.
Through the influences of the Word of God, direct and in-
direct, the Christian nations have made great advancements
in civilization and material prosperity in every line, so that
in wealth, comfort, intellectual development, education,
civil government, in science, art, manufacture, commerce
and every branch of human industry, they are far in advance
of the heathen nations which have not been so favored with
the civilizing influences of the oracles of God, but which,
on the contrary, have experienced a steady decline, so that
today they exhibit only the wrecks of their former
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prosperity. Compare for example, the Greece of today with
ancient Greece, which was once the seat of learning and af-
fluence. Mark, too, the present ruins of the glory of ancient
Egypt, once the chief nation of the whole earth.

In consequence of the decline of the heathen nations and
the civilization and prosperity of the Christian nations, the
former are all more or less indebted to the latter for many ad-
vantages received—for the benefits of commerce, of interna-
tional communication and a consequent enlargement of
ideas, etc. Then, too, the march of progress in recent years
has linked all the nations in various common interests,
which, if seriously unsettled in one or more of the nations
soon affect all. Hence when Babylon, Christendom, goes
down suddenly, the effects will be most serious upon all the
more or less dependent nations, which, in the symbolic lan-
guage of Revelation are therefore represented as greatly be-
wailing the fall of that great city Babylon. Rev. 18:9-19

But not alone in Babylon's fall will the heathen nations
suffer; for the swelling waves of social and political com-
motion will quickly spread and involve and engulf them all;
and thus the whole earth will be swept with the besom of
destruction, and the haughtiness of man will be brought
low; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine: I will repay, saith
the Lord." (Rom. 12:19; Deut. 32:35) And the judgment of
the Lord upon both Christendom and Heathendom will be
on the strictest lines of equity.
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The Coming Storm

"Oh! sad is my heart for the storm that is coming;
Like eagles the scud sweepeth in from the sea;
The gull seeketh shelter, the pine trees are sighing,

And all giveth note of the tempest to be.

"A spell hath been whispered from cave or from ocean,
The shepherds are sleeping, the sentinels dumb,

The flocks are all scattered on moorland and mountain,
And no one believes that the Master is come.

"He has come, but whom doth he find their watch keeping?
Oh! where—in his presence—is faith the world o'er?
The rich, every sense in soft luxury steeping;
The poor scarce repelling the wolf from the door.

"O man, and O maiden, drop trifling and pleasure!
O hark! while I tell of the sorrows to be.

* %k %k

As well might I plead in the path of yon glacier,
Or cry out a warning to wave of the sea!"
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STUDY IV

BABYLON ARRAIGNED BEFORE THE
GREAT COURT

The Civil, Social and Ecclesiastical Powers of Babylon, Christendom,
Now Being Weighed in the Balances—The Arraignment of the Civil
Powers—The Arraignment of the Present Social System—The Ar-
raignment of the Ecclesiastical Powers—Even Now, in the Midst of
Her Festivities the Handwriting of Her Doom is Traced and May Be
Distinctly Read, Though the Trial is Not Yet Completed.

"THE mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, and called
the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down
thereof. He shall call to the heavens from above [the high or
ruling powers], and to the earth [the masses of the people],
that he may judge his [professed] people [Christendom].

"Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel [nominal
spiritual Israel—Babylon, Christendom], and I will testify
against thee. ...Unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou
to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my
covenant in thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruction and
castest my words behind thee? When thou sawest a thief,
then thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with
adulterers. Thou givest thy mouth to evil and thy tongue
frameth deceit. Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother
[the true saints, the wheat class]; thou slanderest thine own
mother's son. These things hast thou done, and I kept si-
lence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as
thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before
thine eyes.

"Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in
pieces, and there be none to deliver." Psa. 50:1,4,7,16-22

As the logical consequence of the great increase of knowl-
edge on every subject providentially granted in this "day of
preparation" for Christ's Millennial reign, the civil and
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ecclesiastical powers of Christendom, Babylon, are now be-
ing weighed in the balances of Justice, in full view of the
whole world. The hour of judgment having come, the Judge
is now on the bench; the witnesses—the general public—
are present; and at this stage of the trial the "Powers that
be" are permitted to hear the charges and then to speak for
themselves. Their cases are being tried in open court, and
all the world looks on with intense and feverish interest.

The object of this trial is not to convince the great Judge
of the actual standing of these powers; for already we are
forewarned of their doom by his "sure word of prophecy";
and already men can read upon the walls of their banquet-
ing halls the writing of the mysterious, but fateful, hand
—"MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN!" The present
trial, involving the discussion of rights and wrongs, of doc-
trines, authorities, etc., is to manifest to all men the real
character of Babylon, so that, though men have long been
deceived by her vain pretensions, they may eventually,
through this process of judgment, fully realize the justice of
God in her final overthrow. In this trial, her claims of supe-
rior sanctity and of divine authority and appointment to rule
the world, as well as her many monstrous and contradictory
doctrinal claims, are all being called in question.

With evident shame and confusion of face before such a
throng of witnesses, the civil and ecclesiastical powers,
through their representatives, the rulers and the clergy, en-
deavor to render up their accounts. Never, in all the annals
of history, has there been such a condition of things. Never
before were ecclesiastics, statesmen and civil rulers exam-
ined, cross-questioned and criticized as now at the bar of
public judgment, through which the heart-searching Spirit
of the Lord is operating upon them to their great confusion.
Notwithstanding their determination and effort to avoid



[D77]
the examination and cross-questioning of the spirit of these
times, they are obliged to endure it, and the trial proceeds.

Babylon Weighed in the Balances

While the masses of men are today boldly challenging
both the civil and ecclesiastical powers of Christendom to
prove their claims of divine authority to rule, neither they
nor the rulers see that God has granted, or rather permitted,
a lease of power™ to such rulers as mankind in general
might choose or tolerate, whether good or bad, until "the
Times of the Gentiles" expire; that during this time, God
has permitted the world largely to manage its own affairs
and take its own course in self-government, to the end that,
in so doing, all men might learn that, in their fallen condi-
tion, they are incapable of self-government, and that it does
not pay to try to be independent either of God or of each
other. Rom. 13:1

The rulers and the ruling classes of the world, not see-
ing this, but realizing their opportunity, and taking advan-
tage of the less fortunate masses of men, by whose permis-
sion and tolerance, whether ignorant or intelligent, they
have long been sustained in power, have endeavored to
foist upon the illiterate masses the absurd doctrine of the
divine appointment and "divine right of kings"—civil and
ecclesiastical. And to the end of perpetuating this doctrine,
so convenient to their policy, ignorance and superstition
have for many centuries been fostered and encouraged
among the masses.

Only in very recent times have knowledge and educa-
tion become general. And this has come about by force of
providential circumstances, and not by efforts of kings and

*Vol. 11, p. 80.
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ecclesiastics. The printing press and steam transportation
have been the chief agencies in promoting it. Prior to these
divine interpositions, the masses of men, being to a large
extent isolated from one another, were unable to learn much
beyond their own experiences. But these agencies have
been instrumental in bringing about a wonderful increase of
travel and of social and business intercourse, so that all
men, of whatsoever rank or station, may profit by the expe-
riences of others throughout the whole world.

Now the great public is the reading public, the traveling
public, the thinking public; and it is fast becoming the dis-
contented and clamorous public, with little reverence left
for the kings and potentates that have held together the old
order of things under which they now so restlessly chafe. It
is only about three hundred and fifty years since a statute of
the English Parliament made provision for the illiterates
among its members, in these words—"any Lord and Lords
of the Parliament, and Peer and Peers of the Realm having
place or voice in Parliament, upon his request or prayer,
claiming the benefit of this act, though he cannot read." Of
the twenty-six Barons who signed the Magna Charta, it is
said that three only wrote their names, while twenty-three
made their marks.

Seeing that the tendency of the general enlightenment of
the masses of the people is toward a judgment of the ruling
powers and not conducive to their stability, the Russian
Minister of the Interior proposed, as a check to the growth
of Nihilism, to put an end to the higher education of any
members of the poorer classes. In 1887 he issued an order
from which the following is an extract: "The gymnasia,
high schools and universities will henceforth refuse to re-
ceive as pupils or students the children of domestic servants,
peasants, tradesmen, petty shopkeepers, farmers, and others
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of like condition, whose progeny should not be raised from
the circle to which they belong, and be thereby led, as long
experience has shown...to become discontented with their
lot, and irritated against the inevitable inequalities of the
existing social positions."

But it is too late in the day for such a policy as this to
succeed, even in Russia. It is the policy which the Papacy
pursued in the days of its power, but which that crafty insti-
tution now realizes would be a failure, and sure to react
upon the power attempting it. Light has dawned upon the
minds of the masses, and they cannot be relegated to their
former darkness. With the gradual increase of knowledge
republican forms of government have been demanded, and
the monarchical have been of necessity greatly modified by
force of their example and the demands of the people.

In the dawning light of the new day men begin to see
that under the protection of false claims, supported by the
people in their former ignorance, the ruling classes have
been selfishly making merchandise of the natural rights and
privileges of the rest of mankind. And, looking on and
weighing the claims of those in authority, they are rapidly
reaching their own conclusions, notwithstanding the poor
apologies offered. But being themselves actuated by no
higher principles of righteousness and truth than the ruling
classes, the judgment of the masses is as far from right on
the other side of the question, their growing disposition be-
ing hastily to ignore all law and order rather than to con-
sider coolly and dispassionately the claims of justice on all
sides in the light of God's Word.

While Babylon, Christendom—the present organization
and order of society, as represented by her statesmen and her
clergy—is being weighed in the balances of public opinion,
her many monstrous claims are seen to be foundationless
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and absurd, and the heavy charges against her—of selfish-
ness and of nonconformity to the golden rule of Christ,
whose name and authority she claims—have already over-
balanced, and lifted the beam so high that, even now, the
world has little patience to hear the further proofs of her re-
ally antichristian character.

Her representatives call upon the world to note the glory
of their kingdoms, the triumphs of their arms, the splendor
of their cities and palaces, the value and strength of their
institutions, political and religious. They strive to reawaken
the old-time spirit of clannish partriotism and superstition,
which formerly bowed in submissive and worshipful rever-
ence to those in authority and power; which lustily shouted,
"Long live the king!" and reverently regarded the persons
of those who claimed to be the representatives of God.

But those days are past: the remains of the former igno-
rance and superstition are fast disappearing, and with them
the sentiments of clannish patriotism and blind religious
reverence; and in their place are found independence, suspi-
cion and defiance, which bid fair ere long to lead to world-
wide strife—anarchy. The peoples of the various ships of
state talk angrily and threateningly to the captains and pi-
lots, and at times grow almost mutinous. They claim that
the present policy of those in power is to lure them to the
slave markets of the future and to make merchandise of all
their natural rights and reduce them to the serfdom of their
fathers. And many insist with increasing vehemence upon
displacing the present captains and pilots and letting the
ships drift while they contend among themselves for the
mastery. But against this wild and dangerous clamor the
captains and pilots, the kings and statesmen, contend and
hold their places of power, shouting all the while to the
people, "Hands off! you will drive the vessel onto the
rocks!" Then the religious teachers come forward and
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counsel submission on the part of the people; and, seeking
to emphasize their own authority as from God, they connive
with the civil powers to hold the people under restraint. But
they, too, begin to realize that their power is gone, and they
are casting about for some means to re-enforce it. So they
talk of union and cooperation among themselves, and we
hear them arguing with the state for more assistance from
that source, promising in return to uphold civil institutions
with their (waning) power. But all the while a storm is ris-
ing, and while the masses of the people, unable to compre-
hend the danger, continue to clamor, the hearts of those at
the helms of the ships fail them for fear of that which they
now see must surely come.

The ecclesiastical powers, particularly, feel it incumbent
upon them to render up their accounts in order to make the
best possible showing; thus, if possible, to restrain the revo-
lutionary current of public sentiment against them. But as
they attempt to apologize for the meager good results of the
past centuries of their power, they only add to their own
confusion and perplexity, and arouse the attention of others
to the true condition of affairs. These apologies are con-
stantly appearing in the columns of the secular and reli-
gious press. And in marked contrast with these are the fear-
less criticisms from the world at large of both the civil and
ecclesiastical powers of Christendom. Of these the follow-
ing extracts from floating press reports are samples.

The World's Arraignment of the Civil Powers

"Among all the strange beliefs of the race, there is none
stranger than that which made Almighty God select with
care some of the most ordinary members of the species, of-
ten sickly, stupid and vicious, to reign over great communi-
ties under his special protection, as his representatives on
earth." New York Evening Post.
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Another journal some years ago had the following, un-
der the caption—"A Poor Lot of Kings:"

"It is stated with some appearance of truth that King Milan
of Servia is insane. The king of Wurttemberg is a partial lu-
natic. The last king of Bavaria committed suicide while mad,
and the present ruler of that country is an idiot. The Czar of
Russia fills that office because his brother, the natural heir, was
adjudged mentally incapable; and the present Czar is afflicted
with melancholia since the time of his coronation, and has
called to his aid the mental specialists of Germany and France.
The king of Spain is a victim of scrofula and will probably not
reach manhood. The Emperor of Germany has an incurable
abcess in his ear which will eventually affect his brain. The
king of Denmark has bequeathed poisoned blood to half a
dozen dynasties. The Sultan of Turkey is afflicted with melan-
cholia. There is not a throne in Europe where the sins of the fa-
thers have not visibly descended upon the children, and in a
generation or two more there will be neither Bourbon, Haps-
burg, Romanoff nor Guelph to vex and rule the world. Blue
blood of this kind will not be at a premium in the 1900's. It is
taking itself out of the problem of the future."

Another writer for the daily press figured up the cost of
royalty as follows:

"The bargain made with Queen Victoria on her accession
gives her #385,000 a year, with the power of granting new
pensions to the amount of #1,200 a year, estimated to be equal
to an annuity of #19,871. This makes a grand total of #404,871
a year for the Queen alone, of which #60,000 is for her privy
purse; that is, simply pocket money. The duchy of Lancaster,
which still remains under crown management, also pays
#50,000 a year into the privy purse. Thus the Queen has
#110,000 a year spending money; for the other expenses of her
household are provided for by other items of the Civil List.
When a gift of #50 or #100 to a charity by the Queen is an-
nounced, it must not be supposed to come out of the privy
purse, for there is a separate item of #13,200 a year for royal
bounty, alms and charity. Among the appointments in the royal
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household are 20 classed as political, with total salaries of
#21,582 a year, the rule being that one man draws the salary
and another does the work. The medical department includes
25 persons, from physicians extraordinary to chemists and
druggists, all to keep the royal body in good health, while 36
chaplains in ordinary and 9 priests in ordinary minister to the
royal soul. The Lord Chamberlain's department includes a
wearisome list of offices, among which, all jumbled up with
the examiner of plays, the poet laureate and the surveyor of
pictures, are the bargemaster, the keeper of the swans, and the
keeper of the jewels in the Tower. The most curious office un-
der the head of the Royal Hunt is that of hereditary grand fal-
coner, held by the duke of St. Albans at a salary of #1,200 a
year. Probably the Duke does not know the difference between
a falcon and a penquin, and never intends to find out. Since her
accession Queen Victoria has abolished many useless offices,
thereby making a considerable saving, all of which goes into
her capacious privy purse.

"Having thus generously provided for the queen, the British
nation had to give her husband something. Prince Albert re-
ceived #30,000 a year by special vote, besides #6,000 a year as
field marshal, #2,933 a year as Colonel of two regiments, #1,120
a year as Governor of Windsor Castle, and #1,500 as Ranger of
Windsor and the Home Parks. Altogether the Queen's husband
cost the nation #790,000 during his 21 years of married life, and
begat a large family to be quartered on the nation. Next comes
the Empress Augusta of Germany, who draws #8,000 a year, be-
sides having a dowry of #40,000 and #5,000 for wedding prepa-
rations. But this liberal allowance is not enough to pay her fare
to England to see her mother, for on every such occasion #40 is
paid for her passage. When the Prince of Wales attained his ma-
jority he received a little matter of #601,721 as a birthday gift,
this being the amount of the accumulated revenues of the Duchy
of Cornwall up to that period. Since that time he has received an
average of #61,232 a year from the Duchy. The nation has also
spent #44,651 on repairs to Marlborough House, the Prince's
town residence, since 1871; pays him #1,350 a year as
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Colonel of the Tenth Hussars; gave him #23,450 to pay his
marriage expenses; allows his wife #10,000 a year, and gave
him #60,000 for spending money on his visit to India in 1875.
Altogether he has drawn #2,452,200 (over $12,000,000) from
John Bull's pocketbook up to ten years ago and has been draw-
ing regularly ever since.

"Now for the younger sons and daughters. Princess Alice re-
ceived #30,000 on her marriage in 1862, and an annuity of
#6,000 until her death in 1878. The Duke of Edinburgh was
granted #15,000 a year on coming of age in 1866, and an addi-
tional #10,000 a year on his marriage in 1874, besides #6,883
for wedding expenses and repairs to his house. This is what he
gets for doing nothing but being a Prince. By work as a captain,
and lately as an admiral in the navy, he has earned #15,000.
Princess Helena, on her marriage to Prince Christian, of
Schleswig-Holstein, in 1866, received a dowry of #30,000 and a
grant of #7,000 a year for life, while her husband receives #500
a year as Ranger of Windsor Home Park. The Princess Louisa
received the same favors as her sister Helena. The Duke of
Connaught began life in 1871 with #15,000 a year from the na-
tion and this was increased to #25,000 on his marriage, in 1879.
He now holds the command of the Bombay army, with #6,600 a
year and valuable perquisites. The Duke of Albany was granted
#15,000 a year in 1874, the amount being increased to #25,000
on his marriage in 1882, and his widow receives #6,000 a year.
The ill-fated Duke was the genius of the family; and, if he had
been an ordinary citizen with average opportunities, could have
earned a comfortable living as a barrister, for he was an orator.
The Princess Beatrice on her marriage received the usual dowry
of #30,000 and an annuity of #6,000. Thus the nation, from the
Queen's accession up to the end of 1886, had paid #4,766,083
for the luxury of a Prince Consort, five Princesses, and four
Princes, leaving out of account special pocket fares, rent-free
residences and exemption from taxes.

"But this is not all. The nation has not only to support
the Queen's descendants but her cousins and uncles and
aunts. [ will only record the amounts these royal pensioners
have received since 1837. Leopold I., King of the Belgians,
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simply because he married the Queen's aunt, received #50,000
a year until his death, in 1865, a total of #1,400,000 during the
present reign. However, he had some sense of decency, for
when he became the King of the Belgians in 1834, he had his
pension paid over to trustees, stipulating only for annuities to
his servants and the keeping up of Claremont House, and when
he died the whole amount was repaid into the Exchequer. Not
so the King of Hanover, an uncle of the Queen. He took all he
could get, which, from 1837 to 1851 amounted at #21,000 a
year to #294,000. Queen Adelaide, widow of William IV.,
drew #100,000 a year for 12 years, or #1,200,000 in all. The
Queen's mother the Duchess of Kent, received #30,000 a year
from her daughter's accession to her death, a total of #720,000.
The Duke of Sussex, another uncle, received #18,000 a year
for six years, a total of #108,000. The Duke of Cambridge, un-
cle No. 7, absorbed #24,000 a year, or #312,000 in all, while
his widow, who still lives, has received #6,000 a year since his
death, or #222,000 in all. The Princess Augusta, another aunt,
had about #18,000 in all. The landgravine of Hesse, aunt No.
3, secured about #35,000. The Duchess of Gloucester, aunt No.
4, got away with #14,000 a year, for 20 years, or #280,000 in
all. The Princess Sophia, still another aunt, received #167,000,
and the last aunt, Princess Sophia of Gloucester, niece of
George III., received #7,000 a year for 7 years, or #49,000.
Then the Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, the Queen's cousin,
was paid #1,788 a year for 23 years of her reign, or #42,124.

"The Duke of Cambridge, as Commander-in-chief of the
British army, with pensions, salary as Commander-in-chief,
colonelcies of several regiments and rangership of several
parks, large parts of which he has transformed into private
game preserves, has received #625,000 of public money. His
sister the Duchess of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, has received
#132,000, and his second sister, "Fat Mary," Duchess of Teck,
has taken #153,000. This makes a grand total of #4,357,124
which the nation has paid for the support of the Queen's un-
cles, aunts and cousins during her reign.

"Besides the amounts given in the Queen's Civil List, the
original cost and the cost of maintenance of the four royal
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yachts is included in the navy estimates, although legitimately
part of the expense of royalty. The original cost was #275,528,
and the total cost of maintenance and pay, of allowances and
victualling of the crew for ten years was #346,560, a total of
#622,088 for this single item.

"To sum up, the Queen's numerous uncles, aunts and
cousins have cost #4,357,124; her husband, her sons and
her daughters, #4,766,083; herself and her household,
#19,838,679; and her yachts #622,088. This makes a total
of #29,583,974 [nearly one hundred and fifty million dol-
lars] which the British nation has spent on monarchy dur-
ing the present reign. [To the year 1888.] Is the game worth
the candle? This is a pretty steep price to pay for stability,
for it means that the people are taxed to the limit of their
powers to keep in idleness a number of persons who would
do more good to the country if they were earning an honest
living."

The spectacular coronation of the Czar of Russia was a
marked illustration of royal extravagance, designed, as are
all the flaunting plumes of royalty, to impress the masses of
the people with the idea that their rulers are so far above
them in glory and dignity as to be worthy of their worship
as superior beings, and their most abject and servile obedi-
ence. It is said that the great display of royalty on this occa-
sion cost $25,000,000.

Upon this extravagance, so in contrast with the wretched
conditions of its peasant millions, with whose miseries the
whole world became so well acquainted during the famine
of 1893, we extract from the comments of an English jour-
nal, The Spectator, as follows:

"It is difficult to study the accounts of the preparations
for the Russian coronation, which read as if they ought to be
printed in gold upon purple silk, without a sensation of dis-
gust, more especially if we read at the same time the de-
scriptions of the massacres of Armenians whom the Rus-
sians have refused to protect, although they had the power.
We can, with an effort, call up the marvelous scene presented
in Moscow, with its Asiatic architecture and gleaming
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cupolas, its streets full of gorgeous European uniforms and
more gorgeous Asiatic dresses, white Princes in red, yellow
Princes in blue, brown Princes in cloth of gold, the rulers of
tribes from the far East, the Dictator of China, and the brown
Japanese General before whom that Dictator has fallen prone,
side by side with members of all reigning Houses in Europe,
and representatives of all known Churches except the Mor-
mon, of all the peoples who obey the Czar—there are, we be-
lieve, eighty of them—and of every army in the West, all
moving amidst regiments endless in number and varieties of
uniform, and through millions of humble folk—half Asiatic,
half European—filled with excitement and with devotion to
their earthly lord. We can anticipate the roar of the endless
crowds, the choruses of the multitudinous monks, the salvoes
of artillery, which are repeated from station to station till
throughout the whole north of the world, from Riga to Vladi-
vostock, all men hear at the same moment of time that the
Czar has placed the crown upon his head. The Englishman
studies it all as he would study a poem by Moore, and finds it
at once gorgeous and sickly. Is not this too grandiose for
grandeur? Is it not rather of the opera than of life? Is there not
something like guilt, in an Empire like Russia, with its mil-
lions upon millions of suffering people, in the gigantic expen-
diture which produces these purple effects? Five millions ster-
ling for a ceremonial! Is there a principle upon which an ex-
penditure like that can even be plausibly justified? Is it not the
waste of a Belshazzar, the display of an almost insane pride, a
pouring out of treasure as Oriental kings sometimes pour it
out, solely to excite an emotion of glory in one oversated
mind? Nothing could induce an Englishman to vote such a
sum for such an object, and England could spare the money at
least ten times as readily as Russia.

"Yet it may be feared that those who rule Russia are wise
in their generation, and that this reckless outlay of energy
and treasure secures a result which, from their point of view,
is an adequate return. The object is to deepen the Russian
impression that the position of the Czar is in some way
supra-natural, that his resources are as limitless as his
power, that he stands in some special relation to the Divine,
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that his coronation is a consecration so solemn and with such
meaning for mankind that no external display to make it visi-
ble can be excessive, that mankind may be summoned to gaze
without derogation, that the momentary hush of peace which
has been so carefully spread throughout the Northern world is
caused not by order but by expectation of an adequate event.
And the ruling Russians believe that the result is attained, and
that the impression of the coronation equals throughout the
Empire the impression of a victory which would cost as much
in money and much more in tears. They repeat the ceremonial
on every devolution of the throne, with an ever-increasing
splendor and vastness of design, corresponding to the increase
of Russian position, marked just now, as they think, by the
sullen retrogression of Japan, by the submissiveness of China
and by the crawling servility of the ruler of Constantinople.
They even believe that the coronation increases their master's
prestige in Europe, that the grandeur of his Empire, the multi-
tude of his soldiers, his possession of all the resources of civi-
lization as well as of all the resources of a barbaric Power, is
borne more closely home to the collective mind of the West,
and increases the dislike which is there to face the great North-
ern Power. In Berlin, there is, they think, a deeper shiver at the
thought of invasion, in Paris more exultation as men remember
the Alliance, in London a longer pause as her statesmen medi-
tate, as they are always meditating, how next the march of the
glacier may be stayed or turned aside. Can any one assert with
confidence that they are wholly wrong, or that for a year the
diplomacy of Russia will not be bolder in consequence of the
national festival, the resistance of those who resist more timid
because they have seen, at least with their mental eyes, a scene
which might perhaps, if brevity were sought, be best described
as the review of an Empire held within the walls of its capital,
or the march past of Northern Europe and Asia in honor of its
Commander-in-Chief?

"It may be misleading, but of this we feel assured, that
scenes like that presented at this coronation form one of the
risks of the world. They must tend to demoralize its most
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powerful man. Of the present Czar no one knows anything,
except, says one who was thrown into close contact with him,
that he is 'a man of deep emotional feeling;' but he must be
more than the ordinary mass, if he, a descendant of Alexander
I who signed the Treaty of Tilsit, can feel himself for days the
center of that coronation scene, can, in fact, be worshiped as if
he reigned in Nineveh, without dreaming dreams; and king's
dreams are usually of dominion. There is an intoxication of
rank, we take it, as well as an intoxication of power, and the
man on whom every eye is fixed, and before whom all princes
seem small, must be of temperate mind indeed if he does not at
moments swell with the conviction that he is first among
mankind. The rulers of Russia may yet find that, though in
raising their Czars so high they have strengthened loyalty and
deepened obedience, they have dissolved the power of self-re-
straint which is the necessary defense of the mind."

But the fact that these rulers of so-called Christian
Kingdoms are as a whole devoid of true Christian senti-
ments and lacking in even human sympathy is abundantly
proved by the fact that, while wealth is squandered like wa-
ter in the support of royalty and its vain pomp and show,
and while millions of soldiers and sailors, and a most mar-
velous military armament are at their command, they heard
unmoved the cries of the poor Armenian Christians, whom
the Turks were torturing and killing by the tens of thou-
sands. The wonderful armies evidently are not organized
for humanity's sake, but for the merely selfish purposes of
the political and financial rulers of the world; viz., to grasp
territory, to protect interests of bondholders, and to fly at
each other's throats, inflamed with murderous spite, when-
ever a good opportunity is seen to enlarge their empires or
to increase their wealth.

In marked contrast with this royal extravagance which
prevails, to some extent in every country where a royal
family is maintained, is The Enormous Indebtedness of Eu-
ropean Countries.
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"The Economiste Francais published an elaborate article, by
M. Rene Stourm, on the Public Debt of France. The most usual
estimate of the capital of the debt is said to be $6,400,000,000.
The most moderate estimates place it a few millions lower. M.
Paul Leroy-Beaulieu figures it at $6,343,573,630. The result of
M. Stourm's computation is a total of $5,900,800,000 with the
qualification, however, that he has omitted $432,000,000 of life
annuities, which other economists have treated as part of the
capital of the debt. The annual charge for interest and sinking
fund, on the entire debt, including the life annuities, is
$258,167,083. Of the funded debt $2,900,000,000 are perpetual
3 per cents, $1,357,600,000 perpetual four and a half per cents,
and $967,906,200 redeemable bonds of various descriptions.
Annuities to divers companies and corporations of
$477,400,000, and $200,000,000 of floating debt, make up the
balance of M. Stourm's total. This is by far the heaviest burden
borne by any nation on the globe. The nearest approach to it is
the debt of Russia, which is stated at $3,605,600,000. England
is next, with $3,565,800,000, and Italy next, with
$2,226,200,000. The debt of Austria is $1,857,600,000, and of
Hungary $635,600,000. Spain owes $1,208,400,000, and Prus-
sia $962,800,000. These are the figures of M. Stourm. None of
these nations, excepting England and Prussia, raise sufficient
revenue to guarantee a permanent equilibrium of the budget, but
France is the most heavily burdened of them all, and the in-
crease of her debt has been the most rapid in the recent past and
is the most threatening of the future.

"In conclusion M. Stourm says: 'We refrain from dwelling
upon the afflicting reflections which the result of our labor
awakens. Under whatever aspect we regard these 29 1/2 mil-
liards, whether in comparison with the debts of other countries
or with our own debt of ten or twenty years ago, they appear
like a summit of unknown height, surpassing the limit which
any people of the world, at any epoch, have supposed attain-
able. The Eiffel Tower will be their veritable counterpart; we
dominate our neighbors' and our own history with the height of
our debt,...in the presence of which it is time that our country
felt patriotic fright."
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The London Telegraph once published the following re-
sume of the national financial outlook:

"Impecuniosity hangs like a dark and almost universal
cloud over the nations of Europe. Times are very bad for the
Powers all round, but worst of all for the small ones. There is
hardly a nation on the Continent whose balance-sheet for the
departed year does not present a gloomy outlook; while many
of them are mere confessions of bankruptcy. Careful reports
upon the financial conditions of the various States exhibit a
struggle in the several exchequers to make two ends meet
which has never been so general. The state of things is indeed
almost world-wide; for, if we look outside our own Continent,
the United States on one hand, and India and Japan, with their
neighbors, on the other, have felt the prevalent pinch....

"The Great Republic is too vast and resourceful to die of
her financial maladies; though even she is very sick. Great
Britain, too, has a deficit to face in the coming Budget, and has
sustained costly, perhaps irreparable, losses by the mad busi-
ness of the coal strike. France, like ourselves and America, is
one of the countries which cannot well be imagined insolvent,
so rich is her soil and so industrious are her people. Her rev-
enue, however, manifests frequent deficits; her national debt
has assumed stupendous proportions, and the burden of her
Army and Navy well-nigh crushes the industry of the land.
Germany must also be written in the category of Powers too
solid and too strong to suffer more than temporary eclipse. Yet
during the past year it is computed that she has lost
#25,000,000 sterling, which represents about half the national
savings. Much of this loss has been due to German invest-
ments in the stocks of Portugal, Greece, South America, Mex-
ico, Italy and Servia; while Germany has also sharply felt the
confusion in the silver market. The burden of her armed peace
weighs upon her people with a crushing load. Among the Pow-
ers which we are grouping together as naturally solvent, it is
striking to find that Austria-Hungary has the best and happiest
account to give....

"When we turn aside from this great group and cast our
eyes on Italy, there is an example of a 'Great Power' well-nigh
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beggared by her greatness. Year by year her revenue drops and
her expenditures increase. Six years ago the value of Italy's ex-
ternal commerce was 2,600,000,000 francs; now it has fallen
to 2,100,000,000. She must pay #30,000,000 sterling as inter-
est on her public debt, besides a premium for the gold neces-
sary. Her securities are a drug in the market; her prodigious is-
sue of bank notes has put silver and gold at fancy prices. Her
population is plunged in a state of poverty and helplessness al-
most unimaginable here, and when her new Ministers invent
fresh taxes sanguinary riots break out.

"As for Russia, her financial statements are shrouded in
such mystery that none can speak of them with confidence;
but there is little reason to doubt that only the bigness of the
Czar's empire keeps it from becoming bankrupt. The popula-
tion has been squeezed until almost the last drop of the life-
blood of industry is extracted. The most reckless and remorse-
less Financial Minister scarcely dares to give the screw of tax-
ation another half-turn.

"A moderate and accurate native authority writes about the
situation in Russia in the following words:

"Every copeck which the peasant contrives to earn is
spent, not in putting his affairs in order, but in paying up ar-
rears in taxes....The money paid by the peasant population in
the guise of taxes amounts to from two-thirds to three-fourths
of the gross income of the land, including their own extra
work as farm laborers." The apparent good credit of the gov-
ernment is sustained by artificial means. Close observers look
for a crash alike in the social and financial arches of the em-
pire. Here, too, the stupendous incubus of the armed peace of
Europe helps largely to paralyze commerce and agriculture.
The example of Portugal lies outside our purview; for, though
the once famous kingdom is a defaulter, her unfortunate posi-
tion is certainly not due to military ambition or to feverish ex-
penditures. Greece, however, although insignificant among
the Powers with her population of two millions, affords a glar-
ing instance of the ruin to which financial extravagance and
inflated designs will bring a nation. The 'great idea' has been
the curse of little Greece, and we have recently seen her driven
to shirk the load of her public debt by an act of absolute
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dishonesty, only partially suspended in face of the protests of
Europe. The money wasted on her 'Army and Navy' might as
well have been thrown into the sea. Politics have become with
her a disease, infecting her best and most capable public men.
With a common people too educated to work; university stu-
dents more plentiful than bricklayers; public debts and private
debts which nobody ever means to pay; a sham Army and
Navy, eating up funds; dishonesty made a principle in politics;
and secret plans which must either mean more loans or a cor-
rupt and perilous bargain with Russia—these things character-
1ze contemporary Greece.

"Looking the Continent all round, therefore, it cannot be
denied that the state of things as regards the welfare of the peo-
ple and the national balance-sheets is sorely unsatisfactory. Of
course one chief and obvious reason for this is that armed
peace which weighs upon Europe like a nightmare, and has
turned the whole Continent into a standing camp. Look at Ger-
many alone! That serious and sober Empire! The Army Budget
rose there from #17,500,000 sterling in 1880 to #28,500,000 in
1893. The increase under the new Army Defense Act adds
#3,000,000 sterling a year to the colossal mass of Germany's
defensive armor.

"France has strained her strength to the same point of prox-
imate collapse to match her mighty rival. It is needless to point
out the terrible part which these war insurances bear in the
present popular distress of Europe. Not merely do they abstract
from profits and earnings the vast sums which buy powder and
shot and build barracks, but they take from the ranks of indus-
try at the commencement of their manly force millions of
young workmen, who are also lost for the same periods to the
family and the reinforcement of populations. The world has
not yet invented a better clearing-house for the international
cheques than the ghastly and costly Temple of war."

But notwithstanding the heavy indebtedness and finan-
cial embarrassment of the nations, it is estimated by able
statisticians that the actual cost to Europe of the various
army and navy budgets, the maintenance of garrisons and
the loss of industrial labor by the withdrawal of men from
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productive industry, may be reasonably taken as
$1,500,000,000 per annum, to say nothing of the immense
loss of life, which in twenty-five years of the past century
(from 1855 to 1880) is stated at 2,188,000, and that amidst
horrors which beggar description. Mr. Charles Dickens has
very truthfully observed that:

"We talk exultingly, and with a certain fire, of 'a magnifi-
cent charge!' of 'a splendid charge!' yet very few will think of
the hideous particulars these two airy words stand for. The
'splendid charge' is a headlong rush of men on strong horses,
urged to their fullest speed, riding down and overwhelming an
opposing mass of men on foot. The reader's mind goes no fur-
ther; being content with the information that the enemy's line
was 'broken' and 'gave way.' It does not fill in the picture.
When the 'splendid charge' has done its work and passed by,
there will be found a sight very much like the scene of a fright-
ful railway accident. There will be the full complement of
backs broken in two, of arms twisted wholly off, of men im-
paled upon their own bayonets, of legs smashed up like bits of
firewood, of heads sliced open like apples, of other heads
crunched into soft jelly by iron hoofs of horses, of faces tram-
pled out of all likeness to anything human. That is what skulks
behind a 'splendid charge.' This is what follows, as a matter of
course, when 'our fellows rode at them in style,' and 'cut them
up famously."

"Picture to yourselves," says another writer, "the toiling
millions over the whole face of Europe, swarming forth day
by day to their labor, working ceaselessly from early morn
to dewy eve, in the cultivation of the soil, in the production
of fabrics, in the exchange of commodities, in mines, fac-
tories, forges, docks, workshops, warehouses; on railways,
rivers, lakes, oceans; penetrating the bowels of the earth,
subduing the stubbornness of brute matter, mastering the
elements of nature, and making them subservient to human
convenience and weal, and creating by all this a mass of
wealth which might carry abundance and comfort to every
one of their homes. And then imagine the hand of power
coming in and every year sweeping some six hundred
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millions of the money so laboriously earned into the abyss of
military expenditure."

The following from the Harrisburg Telegram is also to
the point:

"It costs the 'Christian' nations of Europe something to il-
lustrate their notion of 'peace on earth and good will to men.'
That is, it costs them something to keep themselves all ready to
blow one another into small fragments. Statistics published in
Berlin show the amount of military expenditures of the great
powers during the three years 1888, 1889, 1890. The following
expenditures in round figures are given: France,
$1,270,000,000; Russia, $813,000,000; Great Britain,
$613,000,000; Germany, $607,000,000; Austria-Hungary,
$338,000,000; Italy, $313,500,000. These six powers have ex-
pended altogether $3,954,500,000 for military purposes in
three years, or at the rate of more than $1,318,100,000 a year.
The total for the three years considerably exceeds the national
debt of Great Britain, and is nearly large enough to pay the in-
terest-bearing debt of the United States three times over. The
corresponding expenditure in the United States has been about
$145,000,000, exclusive of pensions. If we should add these
our total expenditure would be swelled to about
$390,000,000."

"According to the estimates of French and German statis-
ticians, there have perished in the wars of the last thirty years
2,500,000 men, while there has been expended to carry on
those wars no less than $13,000,000,000. Dr. Engel, a German
statistician, gives the following as the approximate cost of the
principal wars of the last thirty years: Crimean war,
$2,000,000,000; Italian war of 1859, $300,000,000; Prusso-
Danish war of 1864, $35,000,000; War of the Rebellion
(North), $5,100,000,000; South, $2,300,000,000; Prusso-Aus-
trian war of 1866, $330,600,000; Franco-German war of 1870,
$2,600,000,000; Russo-Turkish war, $125,000,000; South
African wars, $8,770,000; African war, $13,250,000; Servo-
Bulgarian war, $176,000,000.

"All these wars were murderous in the extreme. The
Crimean war, in which few battles were fought, cost 750,000
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lives, only 50,000 less than were killed or died of their wounds
North and South during the war of the Rebellion. The Mexican
and Chinese expeditions cost $200,000,000, and 85,000 lives.
There were 250,000 killed and mortally wounded during the
Russo-Turkish war, and 45,000 each in the Italian war of 1859,
and the war between Prussia and Austria."

In a letter to Deputy Passy of Paris, the late Hon. John
Bright, member of the English Parliament, said:

"At present all European resources are swallowed up in
military exigencies. The people's interests are sacrificed to the
most miserable and culpable fantasies of foreign politics. The
real interests of the masses are trodden under foot in deference
to false notions of glory and national honor. I cannot help
thinking that Europe is marching toward some great catastro-
phe of crushing weight. The military system cannot indefi-
nitely be supported with patience, and the populations, driven
to despair, may possibly before long sweep away the royalties
and pretended statesmen who govern in their names."

Thus the judgment of the civil powers is going against
them. Not only is the press thus outspoken, but the people
everywhere are loudly talking and clamoring against the
powers that be. The unrest is universal, and is becoming
more and more dangerous every year.

The World's Arraignment of the Present Social System

Christendom's social system is also under inspection—
its monetary regulations, its financial schemes and institu-
tions, and, growing out of these, its selfish business policy,
and its class-distinctions based mainly on wealth, with all
that this implies of injustice and suffering to the masses of
men—these are as severely handled in the judgment of this
hour as the civil institutions. Witness the endless discus-
sions on the silver question, and the gold standard, and the
interminable disputings between labor and capital. Like
surging waves of the sea under a rising wind, sound the
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concerted mutterings of innumerable voices against the
present social system, particularly in so far as it is seen to
be inconsistent with the moral code contained in the Bible,
which Christendom, in a general way, claims to recognize
and follow.

It is indeed a notable fact that in the judgment of Chris-
tendom, even by the world at large, the standard of judg-
ment is the Word of God. The heathen hold up the Bible,
and boldly declare, "You are not as good as your book."
They point to its blessed Christ, and say, "You do not fol-
low your pattern." And both the heathen and the masses of
Christendom take up the golden rule and the law of love,
wherewith to measure the doctrines, institutions, policy and
general course of Christendom; and all alike testify to the
truth of the strange handwriting on her festive walls
—"Thou art weighed in the balances, and found wanting."

The world's testimony against the present social system
1s heard everywhere in every land. All men declare it to be
a failure; the opposition is increasingly active, and is
spreading alarm all over the world, "terribly shaking" all
confidence in existing institutions, and ever and anon para-
lyzing industry with panics, strikes, etc. There is not a na-
tion in Christendom where the opposition to the present so-
cial arrangements is not pronounced, obstinate and increas-
ingly threatening.

Says Mr. Carlyle, "British industrial existence seems fast
becoming one huge prison-swamp of reeking pestilence, physi-
cal and moral, a hideous living Golgotha of souls and bodies
buried alive. Thirty thousand needle-women working them-
selves swiftly to death. Three million paupers rotting in forced
idleness, helping said needle-women to die. These are but
items in the sad ledger of despair."

From another paper called The Young Man, we clip the
following article, headed, "Is the World Growing Better?" It
says:
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"Strong men, eager for honest toil, are enduring the agonies
of hunger and exposure, and in many cases the additional sor-
row of beholding the sufferings of their families. On the other
hand, overwhelming wealth is often allied with avarice and
immorality; and while the poor starve by inches, the rich, to a
large extent, ignore the needs of their brethren, and are only
solicitous that Lazarus should not become inconveniently
prominent. Thousands of young men are forced to slave in
stuffy shops and cheerless warehouses for seventy and eighty
hours a week, with never an interval for physical or mental
recreation. At the East End women sew shirts or make match-
boxes all day for a wage which is insufficient for the rent of a
bed—not to speak of a separate room—and are often com-
pelled to choose between starvation and vice. At the West End
whole thoroughfares are in the possession of the rouged and
painted sirens of sensuality and sin—every one a standing re-
buke to the weakness and wickedness of man. As for the young
men, thousands are gambling themselves into jail or drinking
themselves into early graves; and yet every respectable news-
paper is occupied with long reports of horse races, and Chris-
tian (?) Government permits a public house to be planted at the
corner of every street. Sin is made easy, vice is made cheap,
trickery prevails in trade, bitterness in politics and apathy in
religion."

The Philadelphia Press some time ago published the
following:

"Danger Ahead! There is no doubt about it that New York is
divided into two great classes, the very rich and the very poor.
The middling classes of reputable, industrious, fair-to-do people
are gradually disappearing, going up in the scale of worldly
wealth or down into poverty and embarrassment. It seems un-
questioned that between these classes exists, and is rapidly
growing, under intentional fostering of evil men, a distinct, pro-
nounced, malignant hatred. There are men here who are worth
$10,000,000 and $20,000,000, of whom you know nothing. I
know one lady, living in a magnificent house, whose life is as
quiet as that of a minister should be, who has given away not less
than $3,000,000 in five years, whose benefactions prior to her
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death will reach not less than $7,000,000, who has in her home
paintings, statuary, diamonds, precious stones, exquisite speci-
mens of gold and silver, with costly works of every imaginable
art, an inside estimate of which is $1,500,000, and she is not as
rich as many of her neighbors by several million dollars. There
are men here who twenty years ago sold clothes on Chatham
street, who today live at an annual expense of $100,000, who
wear jewels costing in reasonable stores $25,000.

"Come with me in a Madison avenue car any day, rain or
shine, between the hours of ten o'clock in the morning and 5 or
6 in the afternoon, and I will find you car after car closely
packed with ladies in whose ears are diamonds worth from
$500 to $5,000 each, on whose ungloved hands, red and flufty,
sparkle fortunes. Walk with me from Stewart's old store, at the
corner of Ninth street and Broadway to Thirtieth street and
Broadway any day. I do not mean Sundays, holidays, or spe-
cial occasions, but all times, and I will show you on block after
block women in sealskin circulars down to their heels, worth
from $500 to $1,000 each, with diamond earrings and with dia-
mond finger rings, and other precious stones as well, carrying
in their hands dainty pocket books stuffed with money. They
represent the new rich with which New York is filling up.

"On that same street, at that same time, I can show you men
to whom a dollar would be a fortune, whose trousers, torn and
disgraceful in their tatters, are held about their pinched waists
by ropes or twine or pins, whose stockingless feet shuffle
along the pavement in shoes so ragged that they dare not lift
them from the pavement, whose faces are freckled, whose
beards are long and straggling, as is their hair, while their red-
dening hands taper at the nails like claws. How long before
those claws will fasten on the newly rich? Make no mistake
about it, the feeling is born, the feeling is growing, and the
feeling, sooner or later, will break forth.

"Only last night I walked through Fourteenth street, on
which there are but few residences left, and in front of one,
leading from the door to the curbstone, was a canopy, under
which charmingly attired ladies, accompanied by their es-
corts, went from their carriages to the open door, through
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which floods of light and sounds of music came. I stood with
the crowd, a big crowd, a moment, and there was born this
idea of an inevitable outbreak unless something is done, and
speedily done, to do away with the prejudice which not only
exists, but is intentionally fostered, against the very rich by the
very poor. It would make you shudder to hear the way the
women spoke. Envy, jealousy, malignant ferocity, every ele-
ment needed, was there. All that is wanted is a leader."

The world is contrasting with the horrid conditions of
the Sweater System of human slavery and with the miseries
of the vast army of people out of work, and another vast
army of underpaid workers, the luxury and extravagance of
immense wealth, as did a London journal some time ago—
thus:

"A Millionaire's Modest Home. We learn from New York
that Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, the New York millionaire and
railway king, has just opened his new palace with a grand ball.
This modest home, which is to shelter about ten people during
six months of the year, and to remain closed during the other
six, stands at the corner of Fifty-seventh street and Fifth Av-
enue, and has cost its owner #1,000,000. It is of Spanish de-
sign outside, built of grey stone, with red facings, turrets and
battlements. It is three stories high with a lofty attic. The ball
room is the largest private ball room in New York, being 75 ft.
long by 50 ft. wide, decorated in white and gold, Louis xiv.
style. The ceiling cost a fortune, and is made in the form of a
double cone, covered with painted nymphs and cupids. Round
the cornice are delicately modeled flowers, each with an elec-
tric light in its heart, while an immense crystal chandelier
hangs from the centre. The walls on the night of the opening
ball were covered from floor to ceiling with natural flowers, at
a cost of #1,000; and the entertainment is said to have cost the
host #5,000. Adjoining the mansion is the most expensive gar-
den for its size in the world, for although it is only the size of
an ordinary city lot, the sum of #70,000 was paid for it, and a
house which had cost #25,000 to build was torn down to make
room for the few flower beds."
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A San Francisco, Calif., journal, Industry, published the
following comment on the extravagance of two wealthy
men of this country:

"The Wanamaker dinner in Paris, and the Vanderbilt dinner at
Newport, costing together at least $40,000, perhaps a good deal
more, are among the signs of the times. Such things presage a
change in this country. This, which is only typical of a hundred
more cases of like ostentatious money show, may well be likened
to a feast in Rome before the end came, and the luxury in France
that a century ago was the precursor of a revolution. The money
spent annually by Americans abroad, mostly for luxury and
worse, is estimated at a third as much as our National revenue."

The following very interesting bit of information, quoted
in the National View, is from Ward McAllister, once a great
New York Society leader:

"The average annual living expenses of a family of average
respectability, consisting of husband and wife and three chil-
dren, amounts to $146,945, itemized as follows: Rent of city
house, $29,000; of country house, $14,000; expenses of coun-
try house, $6,000; indoor servants' wages, $8,016; household
expenses, inclusive of servants' wages, $18,954; his wife's
dressing, $10,000; his own wardrobe, $2,000; children's cloth-
ing and pocket money, $4,500; three children's schooling,
$3,600; entertaining by giving balls and dances, $7,000; enter-
taining at dinner, $6,600; opera box, $4,500; theater and sup-
per parties after theater, $1,200; papers and magazines, $100;
jeweler's running account, $1,000; stationery, $300; books,
$500; wedding presents and holiday gifts, $1,400; pew in
church, $300; club dues, $425; physician's bill, $800; dentist's
bill, $500; transportation of household to country and return,
$250; traveling in Europe, $9,000; cost of stables, $17,000."

Chauncey M. Depew is quoted as having said:

"Fifty men in the United States have it in their power by
reason of the wealth they control, to come together within
twenty-four hours and arrive at an understanding by which ev-
ery wheel of travel and commerce may be stopped from re-
volving, every avenue of trade be blocked and every electric
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key struck dumb. Those fifty can control the circulation of the
currency and create a panic whenever they will."

The World's Judgment of the Ecclesiastical Powers

The criticism of Ecclesiasticism is fully as severe as that
of Monarchy and Aristocracy; for they are recognized as
one in interest. Of these sentiments the following will serve
as illustrations.

The North American Review some years ago contained a
brief article by John Edgerton Raymond, on "The Decline
of Ecclesiasticism." Describing the forces which are op-
posed to the church, and which will eventually accomplish
its overthrow, he said:

"The Christian Church is in the midst of a great conflict.
Never since the organization of Christianity have so many
forces been arrayed against her. What certain theologians are
pleased to call the 'world power' was never stronger than it is
today. No longer is the church opposed by barbaric races, by
superstitious philosophers, by priests of mythical religions, but
by the highest culture, the deepest learning and the profoundest
wisdom of enlightened nations. All along the line of her
progress she is resisted by the 'world power,' which represents
the highest attainments and the best ideals of the human mind.

"Nor are all her opponents found beyond the pale. Within
her solemn shades, robed in her vestments, voicing her com-
mands, representing her to the world, stand many who are
ready to cast off her authority and dispute her supremacy. Mul-
titudes who yet obey her decrees are beginning to question;
and doubt is the first step towards disobedience and desertion.
The world will never know how many honest souls within the
church groan in spirit and are troubled, yet keep a seal upon
their lips and a chain upon their tongues 'for conscience sake,'
lest they 'cause their brother to offend.' They are silent, not for
fear of rebuke, for the time has gone by when to speak freely
was to suffer persecution, and when to suggest that the church
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might not be infallible was to be accused of infidelity."

He says the demand is not for a new gospel, but for an
old gospel with a new meaning:

"Everywhere the demand is made for a more literal and faith-
ful proclamation of the precepts of the founder of Christianity.
"The Sermon on the Mount' is to many the epitome of divine phi-
losophy. 'Preach it! preach it!' cry reformers of every school ev-
erywhere; mot only preach it, but exemplify it!" 'Show us,' they
say, 'that your practices conform to these precepts, and we will
believe you! Follow Christ, and we will follow you!"

"But just here lies the controversy. The church professes to
teach the precepts of Christ, to preach his gospel. The world lis-
tens, and replies: "You have perverted the truth!" And behold the
spectacle of an unbelieving world teaching a believing church
the true principles of her religion! This is one of the most strik-
ing and significant signs of the age. And it is altogether new. The
world has been familiar from the beginning with the retort:
'Physician, heal thyself." But only in modern times have men
ventured to say: 'Physician, let us prescribe the medicine!'

"When the poor and needy, the oppressed and sorrowing,
who are taught to look to heaven for future recompense, saw
holy priests and favored princes robed in purple and fine linen
and faring sumptuously every day; saw them laying up trea-
sures on earth in defiance of moth and rust and thieves; saw
them, with easy consciences, serving God and mammon, they
began to doubt their sincerity.

"And presently they began to affirm that all truth does not
dwell under a church spire, that the church is powerless; that she
cannot prevent misfortune, cannot heal the sick, cannot feed the
hungry and clothe the naked, cannot raise the dead, cannot save
the soul. Then they began to say that a church so weak, so worldly,
could not be a divine institution. And soon they began to desert
her altars. They said: 'To deny the infallibility of the church, the
efficacy of her ordinances, or the truth of her creeds, is not to deny
the efficacy of religion. We are not at war with Christianity, but
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with the church's exposition of Christianity. Reverence for di-
vine truth is compatible with the most profound contempt for
ecclesiasticism. For the sublime Person who trod the earth,
whose touch was life and whose smile was salvation, we have
only veneration and love, but no longer for the institution that
claims to represent him.

"The church denounces her accusers as unbelievers, and
goes on her way amassing treasure, building temples and
palaces, making compacts with kings and covenants with
mighty men, while the forces arrayed against her are increas-
ing in numbers and power. She has lost her supremacy, her au-
thority has passed away. She is but a sign, a shadow. And it is
impossible for her to regain her lost ascendancy, or to return to
her throne. Dreams of her universal dominion are a delusion.
Her scepter has been broken forever. Already we are in a tran-
sition period. The revolutionary movement of the age is uni-
versal and irresistible. Thrones are beginning to totter. A vol-
cano smoulders beneath the palaces of kings, and when thrones
topple over, pulpits will fall.

"There have been revivals of religion in the past, more or
less local and temporary. There is yet to be a revival of religion
which is to be world-wide—a restoration of faith in God and
love for man—when the brightest dreams of universal brother-
hood shall be realized. But it will come in spite of, rather than
through, the church. It will come as a reaction against ecclesias-
tical tyranny; as a protest against mere forms and ceremonials."

In an article in The Forum of October, 1890, on "Social
Problems and the Church," by Bishop Huntington, we
have his comment on a very notable and significant fact, as
follows:

""When a great mixed audience in one of the public
halls in New York cheered the name of Jesus Christ and
hissed the name of the church, it settled no question,
solved no problem, proved no proposition, expounded no
Scripture, but it was as significant as half the sermons that
are preached.' He then referred to the fact that the time was
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when the people heard the words, 'Christ and the church,' with
reverent silence if not with enthusiastic devotion, and then
remarked: 'Only in these latter days when workingmen think,
read, reason and reflect, does a promiscuous crowd rudely,
rather than irreverently, take the two apart, honoring the one
and scouting the other."

Other significant expressions through the press, of the
popular judgment, are as follows:

"The Catholic Review and some other papers insist that
there should be 'religious instruction in the prisons." That's
right. We go further than that. There should be religious in-
struction in other places besides the prisons—in the homes, for
instance, and in the Sunday schools. Yes, we will not be out-
done in liberality, we favor religious instruction in some
churches. You can't have too much of a good thing if you take
it in moderation."

"The Chaplain of a certain penitentiary said that twenty
years ago only about five percent of prisoners had previously
been Sunday school pupils, but that now seventy-five percent
of actual and suspected criminals have been such. A certain
pastor also gives an account of an inebriate asylum where the
percent is eighty, and another of fallen women where all have
been in Sunday schools. The press comment on these facts was
that the term formerly applied to the school, 'the nursery of the
church,' is getting to be a ghastly satire. What shall be done?"

In the discussions with reference to the opening of the
World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago, on Sundays, the
following was elicited:

"Some Comfort Left. If the worst comes to the worst and
fairs, like theaters and saloons, are opened on Sundays in
Chicago, it is a very comforting reflection that not a single
American citizen is obliged to go. Nobody is worse off in
this respect than were the apostles and the early Christians.
They were not allowed the use of a policeman or of the Ro-
man legions for the purpose of propagating their opinions
and compelling their neighbors to be more godly than they
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wanted to be. And yet it was that primitive Christianity with no
aid from the State—nay, a Christianity persecuted and suffer-
ing—which really conquered the world."

In the general commotion of these times, many in the
church as well as in the world are greatly perplexed and be-
wildered by the great confusion. The sentiments of such
were clearly voiced some time ago in the New York Sun,
which said:

"The question, "Where are we?' '"Where are we?' is becom-
ing a pregnant religious one. Professors sit in the chairs of
seminaries teaching doctrines far enough removed from the
originals to make the ancient benefactors turn in their graves;
clergymen sign pledges on ordination which they probably
know the administrator does not believe himself; the standards
are in many cases only the buoys which show how far the
ships of the churches have gotten away from the mapped out
channels. It is the age of 'go as you please,' of 'every man for
himself,' and all that. Nobody knows where it is all to end, and
those who are interested most seem to care the least."

Not only are the conduct and influence of the churches
thus severely criticised, but their most prominent doctrines
also. Note, for instance, how the blasphemous doctrine of
eternal torment for the great majority of our race, by which
men have long been held in control through fear, is simi-
larly slurred by the thinking public. On this subject the
clergy begin to see a very urgent necessity for emphasis, in
order to counteract the growing sentiments of liberalism.

The Rev. Dr. Henson of Chicago some time ago venti-
lated his views of this subject; and as reporters interviewed
other clergymen with reference to it, their flippant, heart-
less, jesting way of dealing with a subject about which they
evidently know nothing, but which they claim to believe in-
volves the eternal interests of millions of their fellowmen,
was indeed worthy of the persecuting spirit of Romanism.
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Rev. Dr. Henson said, "The hades of the New Version is
only hell in disguise; death is death though we call it sleep, and
hell is hell though we call it hades; hell is a reality, and is in-
fernally horrible. In hell we shall have bodies. The resurrection
of the body implies place and implies physical torment. But
physical is not the worst. Mental pain, remorse, anticipation,
that makes the soul writhe as the worm writhes on glowing
embers, is the worst; and this sinners will have to suffer. Thirst
with no water to quench; hunger with no food to satisfy; a
knife thrust into the heart, but to be thrust there again—end-
less, awful. This is the hell we have to meet. Death offers a re-
lease from life's treadmill, but there is no relief in hell."

What impression did the "Doctor's" sermon make? Per-
haps one may judge from the following interviews of re-
porters and ministers next morning:

""What do you think of hell, and are we all going to be bap-
tized in a lake of molten brimstone and pig-iron if we do not
mend our ways?' said a reporter to Prof. Swing, one of Chicago's
famous preachers. Then it was that Prof. Swing laughed a hearty
side-splitting laugh, until his rugged cheeks became as rosy as a
school girl's. The eminent preacher drums a tattoo on the edge of
an inlaid table, and the chimney on his little study lamp rattles
and seems to laugh too. 'In the first place,' said he, T suppose
you realize that this subject of hell and future punishment is
something about which we actually know very little. Now, my
method for making everything harmonize in the Bible is to spiri-
tualize it. My idea is that the punishment will be graded accord-
ing to the sins; but as the next world is to be spiritual, so must
the rewards and punishments be spiritualized.'

"The Rev. M. V. B. Van Ausdale laughed when he read a re-
port of Dr. Henson's sermon, and said: "Why, he must be right.
I have known Dr. Henson for some time, and would vote for
him with my eyes closed. We admit, all of us, that there is a
hell or a place of retribution, and it combines all the properties
assigned to it by Dr. Henson.'

"Dr. Ray had seen the sermon in print and thought Dr.
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Henson expressed the same views he himself would take on
the subject.

"The Congregational ministers, assembled at the Grand
Pacific in regular session, with doors closed and securely
sentried, admitted an Evening News reporter who, after the
meeting ended, propounded the query: 'Have you read or
heard about Dr. P. S. Henson's sermon on hell, preached last
night?'

"An interested spectator during the meeting was Dr. H. D.
Porter, of Peking, China. He arose early this morning, and read
in the papers Dr. Henson's sermon in brief. He said, "I do not
know Dr. Henson, but I think the sentiments attributed to him
are about right. Over in China I shall not preach the brimstone
and real physical torture, nor shall I say hell will be a place
where all sufferings of a real nature will give place to intense
mental suffering and anguish of mind alone, but I will take the
medium view, which portrays hell as a place of retribution,
combining the physical and mental suffering and embodying
the principles generally accepted by modern ministers.'

"Another stranger, the Rev. Spencer Bonnell, of Cleveland,
0., agreed with Dr. Henson in every detail. "There is coming a
time,' he said, 'when some universal idea of hell should be
advanced, so as to bring all minds into a state of equilibrium.’
The Rev. H. S. Wilson had little to say, but admitted that he
agreed with Dr. Henson. The Rev. W. A. Moore expressed the
same sentiments.

"The Rev. W. H. Holmes wrote: 'Dr. Henson is a brilliant
preacher who understands well his own positions and is able to
express them clearly and pointedly. This abstract indicates that
he gave the people, as usual, a very interesting sermon. His po-
sitions therein were generally well taken. About the body of
flesh I do not know—'

""You do not know?'

"'No. A man might die and find out for certain.'

"The Baptist ministers think that Dr. Henson's orthodox
sermon on hell was just about the right thing, and those who
discussed it at the morning meeting praised it warmly.
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An Evening News reporter showed the report of the sermon to
a dozen of the ministers, but while all of them said they agreed
with the sermon, but four were found who would discuss it at
all. The Rev. C. T. Everett, publisher of the Sunday-School
Herald, said that the views as expressed by Dr. Henson were
generally held by Baptist ministers. 'We teach eternal and fu-
ture punishment for the sins of this world,' he said, but as for
the real hell of fire and brimstone, that is something that is not
talked of to any great extent. We believe in the punishment and
know it is severe, but a great many of us realize that it is im-
possible to know in what way it is given. As Dr. Henson says,
it is only brutish men who think that hell implies physical pun-
ishment altogether; mental pain is the worst, and this poor sin-
ners will have to suffer. Dr. Perrin said, with great emphasis,
that it was almost useless to deny that whatever Dr. Henson
preaches would be found in the Bible, and just about right.

"The Rev. Mr. Ambrose, an old-time minister, was greatly
pleased with the sermon. He believed every word of what Dr.
Henson had said about future torment for poor sinners. 'Hell is
what most Baptist preachers believe in,' he said, 'and they
preach it, too.'

"The Rev. Mr. Wolfenden said he had not seen the report of
the sermon, but if there was anything in it about a hell of future
punishment he agreed with the Doctor, and he thought most
Baptist ministers held the same views, although there were a
few who did not believe in hell in the strict orthodox sense.

"From what the reporter gathered it is safe to say that,
should the question come to an issue, the Baptist ministers
would not be at all backward in supporting every argument for
Dr. Henson's real, old-fashioned, orthodox hell."

The clergy thus express their views, as if the eternal tor-
ture of their fellowmen were a matter of only trivial conse-
quence, to be discussed with flippant jest and laughter, and
declared as truth without a particle of evidence or Bible in-
vestigation. The world marks this presumptive arrogance,
and draws its own conclusions in the matter.
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The Globe Democrat says: "Good news comes from New
York that the American Tract Society proposes to call in the pab-
ulum it has offered for the last fifty years, and revise its religion
altogether. The fact is the world has outgrown the redhot and
peppery dishes that suited the last generation, and it is quite be-
yond the power of a very few solemn gentlemen to produce a re-
action. The churches also are ambling along pleasantly with the
rest of the world, preaching toleration, humanity, forgiveness,
charity and mercy. It may be all wrong, and that these prophe-
cies of a blue-black sort are just the proper thing for us to con-
tinue to believe and read, but then the people don't, and won't."

Another journal states:

"Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond, in opposing sending contributions to
the American Board of Foreign Missions, said pretty energetically: 'l
am sick and tired of going to the American Board in sufferance to aid
in supporting missionaries who believe out and out in the damnation
of all the heathen and that damnable heresy that God doesn't love the
heathen. I am tired of the whole miserable humbug, and I won't give a
cent to spread the news of damnation. I won't let the doctrine be dis-
seminated by my money. That God is love is good news, but it is
made stale old stuff by these men who drag a Juggernaut car over the
heathen and want us to feed the beasts that haul it. It is my Christian
duty not to give to any concern that will teach the heathen that their
fathers went to hell."

We thus see the present order of things trembling in the
balances of public opinion. The appointed time for its over-
throw having come, the great Judge of all the earth lifts up
the scales of human reason, points to the weights of truth
and justice, and, turning up the light of increasing knowl-
edge, invites the world to test and prove the righteousness
of his decision in condemning to destruction the hollow
mockery of Christendom's false pretensions. Gradually, but
rapidly, the world is applying the test, and in the end all will
arrive at the same decision; and as a great millstone, Babylon,
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the great city of confusion, with all her boasted civil and
ecclesiastical power, and with all her assumed dignity, her
wealth, her titles, her influence, her honors, and all her
vain glory, will be cast into the sea (the restless sea of un-
governable peoples) to rise no more. Rev. 18:21; Jer.
51:61-64

Her destruction will be fully accomplished by the end of
the appointed "Times of the Gentiles"—1915. Events are
rapidly progressing toward such a crisis and termination.
Though the trial is not yet completed, already many can
read the handwriting of her doom—"Thou art weighed in
the balances and found wanting!" and by and by the fearful
doom of Babylon, Christendom, will be realized. The old
superstitions that have long upheld her are fast being re-
moved: old religious creeds and civil codes hitherto rever-
enced and unhesitatingly endorsed are now boldly ques-
tioned, their inconsistencies pointed out, and their palpable
errors ridiculed. The trend of thought among the masses of
men, however, is not toward Bible truth and sound logic,
but rather toward infidelity. Infidelity i1s rampant, both
within and outside the church nominal. In the professed
Church of Christ the Word of God is no longer the standard
of faith and the guide of life. Human philosophies and theo-
ries are taking its place, and even heathen vagaries are be-
ginning to flourish in places formerly beyond their pale.

Only a few in the great nominal church are sufficiently
awake and sober to realize her deplorable condition, except
as her numerical and financial strength is considered, the
masses in both pews and pulpits being too much intoxi-
cated and stupefied by the spirit of the world, so freely
imbibed, even to note her spiritual decline. But numerically
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and financially her waning condition is keenly felt; for with
the perpetuity of her institutions are linked all the interests,
prospects and pleasures of the present life; and to secure
these the necessity is felt of keeping up a fair showing of
fulfilling what is believed to be her divine comission—to
convert the world. Her measure of success in this effort we
will note in a succeeding chapter.

While we thus see Babylon arraigned to answer for her-
self in the presence of an assembled world, with what force
does the Psalmist's prophecy of this event, quoted at the be-
ginning of this chapter, recur to the mind! Though God has
kept silence during all the centuries wherein evil triumphed
in his name and his true saints suffered persecution in multi-
plied forms, he has not been oblivious to those things; and
now the time has come whereof he spoke by the prophet,
saying, "But I will reprove thee, and set them in order before
thine eyes." Let all who would be awake and on the right side
in these times of tremendous import mark well these things
and see how perfectly prophecy and fulfilment correspond.
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STUDY V

BABYLON BEFORE THE GREAT COURT
HER CONFUSION—NATIONAL

The Civil Powers in Trouble, Seeing the Judgment is Going Against
Them—In Fear and Distress They Seek Alliance One with An-
other, and Look in Vain to the Church for Her Old-Time Power—
They Increase Their Armies and Navies—Present War Prepara-
tions—The Fighting Forces on Land and Sea—Improved Imple-
ments of War, New Discoveries, Inventions, Explosives, Etc.—
Wake Up the Mighty Men; Let the Weak Say, I am Strong; Beat
Plowshares into Swords and Pruning Hooks into Spears, Etc.—
The United States of America Unique in her Position, Yet Threat-
ened With Even Greater Evils than the Old World—The Cry of
Peace! Peace! When There is no Peace.

"FOR these be the days of vengeance, that all things which
are written may be fulfilled....Upon the earth distress of na-
tions, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those
things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of
man coming in a cloud with power and great glory."

"Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven. And this word, yet once more signifieth the remov-
ing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are
made, that those things which cannot be shaken may re-
main....For our God is a consuming fire." Luke 21:22,25-
27; Heb. 12:26-29

That the civil powers of Christendom perceive that the
judgment is going against them, and that the stability of
their power is by no means assured, is very manifest. Dis-
raeli, when Prime Minister of England, addressed the British
Parliament, July 2, 1874 (just in the beginning of this
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harvest period or judgment day), saying, "The great crisis
of the world is nearer than some suppose. Why is Christen-
dom so menaced? I fear civilization is about to collapse."
Again he said, "Turn whatever way we like, there is an un-
comfortable feeling abroad, a distress of nations, men's
hearts failing them for fear....No man can fail to mark these
things. No man who ever looks at a newspaper can fail to
see the stormy aspect of the political sky that at present en-
velops us....Some gigantic outburst must surely fall. Every
cabinet in Europe is agitated. Every king and ruler has his
hand on his sword hilt;...we are upon times of unusual
ghastliness. We are approaching the end!"

If such was the outlook as seen in the very beginning of
the judgment, how much more ominous are the signs of the
times today!

From an article in the London Spectator, entitled "The
Disquiet of Europe," we quote the following:

"To what should we attribute the prevailing unrest in Eu-
rope? We should say that though due in part to the condition
of Italy, it is mainly to be ascribed to the wave of pessimism
now passing over Europe, caused partly by economic troubles
and partly by the sudden appearance of anarchy as a force in
the world. The latter phenomenon has had far greater influ-
ence on the Continent than in England. Statesmen abroad are
always anticipating danger from below—a danger which
bomb-throwing brings home to them. They regard the anar-
chists as, in fact, only the advance guard of a host which is ad-
vancing on civilization, and which, if it cannot be either con-
ciliated or defied, will pulverize all existing order. They
prophesy to themselves ill of the internal future, the existing
quiet resting, as they think, too exclusively on bayonets. Judg-
ing the internal situation with so little hope, they are naturally
inclined to be gloomy as to the external one, to think that it
cannot last and to regard any movement...as proof that the end
is approaching rapidly. In fact, they feel, in politics the dispo-
sition toward pessimism which is so marked in literature
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and society. This pessimism is for the moment greatly deep-
ened by the wave of economic depression."

The following from another issue of the same journal is
also to the point:

"THE TRUE CONTINENTAL DANGER—M. Jules
Roche has given us all a timely warning. His speech of Tues-
day, which was received in the French Chamber with profound
attention once more reminded Europe of the thinness of the
crust which still covers up its volcanic fires. His thesis was that
France, after all her sacrifices—sacrifices which would have
crushed any Power less wealthy—was still unprepared for war;
that she must do more, and above all, spend more, before she
could be considered either safe or ready. Throughout he treated
Germany as a terrible and imminent enemy against whose in-
vasion France must always be prepared, and who at this mo-
ment was far stronger than France. Under his last Military Bill
the Emperor William II (said M. Roche) had succeeded not only
in drawing his whole people within the grip of the conscription,
but he had raised the army actually ready for marching and
fighting to five hundred and fifty thousand men, fully officered,
fully equipped, scientifically stationed—in short, ready when-
ever his lips should utter the fatal decision which his grandfa-
ther embodied in the two words 'Krieg-Mobil." France, on the
contrary, though the net of her conscription was equally wide,
had only four hundred thousand men ready, and to save money,
was steadily reducing even that proportion. In the beginning of
the war, therefore, which now usually decides its end, France,
with enemies on at least two frontiers, would be a hundred
and fifty thousand men short, and might, before her full re-
sources were at her Generals' disposal, sustain terrible or even
fatal calamities. The deputies, though far from devoted to M.
Jules Roche, listened almost awe-struck, and Mr. Felix Faure
has decided that, for the first time in six years, he will exert a
forgotten prerogative granted to the President of the Republic,
and preside at the meeting of the Supreme Military Council, to
be held on March 20th. He evidently intends, as a trained man
of business, to 'take stock' of the military situation, to
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ascertain clearly what France possesses in the way of guns,
horses and men ready to move at once on an alarm, and if he
finds the stock insufficient, for the great market, to insist on
purchasing some more. Rich as the firm is, he may find its cap-
ital insufficient for that enterprise, these collections of fresh
stock being costly beyond measure; but, at all events, he in-
tends to know the precise truth.

"M. Faure is a sensible man; but what a revealing light does
his action, following on M. Roche's words, throw on the situa-
tion in Europe! Peace is supposed to be guaranteed by the fear
of war; and yet the moment war is openly mentioned, the prepa-
rations for it are seen to be, now as much as at any time since
1870, the first preoccupation of statesmen. We know how little
resistance the German Emperor encountered last year in secur-
ing the changes which so alarmed M. Jules Roche. The people
hardly liked them in spite of the immense bribe of a reduced
term of service, and they did not like paying for their cost; but
they recognized the necessity; they submitted; and Germany is
now ready for war at twenty-four hours' notice. France will sub-
mit also, however despairingly, and we shall see preparations
made and moneys voted, which, but for an overpowering sense
of danger, would be rejected with disgust. The French, even
more than the Germans, are tired of paying, but for all that
they will pay, for they think that on any day an army stronger
than their own may be marching upon Paris or on Lyons. The
philosophers declare that the 'tension' between France and
Germany has grown perceptibly lighter, the diplomatists as-
sert that all is peace; the newspapers record with gratitude the
Kaiser's civilities; France even takes part in a ceremonial in-
tended to honor Germany and her navy; but all the same the
nation and its chiefs are acting as if war were immediately at
hand. They could not be more sensitive, or more alarmed, or
more ready to spend their wealth, if they expected war as a
certainty within a month. Nothing, be it remembered, has oc-
curred to accentuate the jealousy of the two nations. There has
been no 'incident' on the frontier. The Emperor has threatened
no one. There is no party even in Paris raging for war. Indeed,
Paris seems to have turned its eyes away from Germany, and to
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be emitting glances, fiery at once with hate and greed, in the
direction of Great Britain. And, finally, there has been no sign
or hint of sign in Russia that the new Czar wishes war, or ap-
prehends war, or is specially preparing for war; and yet the
least allusion to war shows Germany prepared to the last point,
and France alarmed, furious, and disturbed lest she should not
be prepared also. It is not any news' which is in question; it is
the permanent situation which happens, almost accidentally, to
be discussed; and it is at once admitted on all hands that this
situation compels Germany and France to be ready for a war of
invasion at twenty-four hours' notice. 'Double your tobacco
tax, Germans,' cries Prince Hohenlohe this week, 'for we must
have the men.' 'Perish economy,' shrieks M. Roche, 'for we are
a hundred and fifty thousand men short." And observe that in
neither country do these exhortations produce any panic or
'crash' or notable disturbance of trade. The danger is too
chronic, too clearly understood, too thoroughly accepted as
one of the conditions of life, for anything of that kind; it is al-
ways there; and only forgotten because men grow weary of
hearing one unchanging topic of discourse. That is the most
melancholy fact in the whole business. There is no scare in
Germany or France about war any more than there is scare in
Torre del Greco about Vesuvius, nothing but a dull acknowl-
edgment that the volcano is there, has been there, will be there
unchanged until the eruption comes.

"We do not suppose that anything will happen immediately
in consequence of M. Jules Roche's speech, except more taxes,
and possibly the development of a wrinkle or two on the Presi-
dent's forehead, for he will not like all the results of his stock-
taking, and he has been trained to insist that the needs of his
business shall be provided for, but it is well that Europe should
be reminded occasionally that for rulers and politicians, and
even nations, there can be at present no safe sleep; that the
ships are steering amidst icebergs, and watch must be kept
without a moment's cessation. One hour's neglect, a crash, and
an ironclad may founder. It seems a hard situation for the civi-
lized section of mankind, to be eternally asked for more forced
labor, a larger slice of wages, a greater readiness to lie out in the
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open with shattered bones; but where is the remedy to be
found? The peoples are wild to find one, the statesmen would
help them if they could, and the kings for the first time in his-
tory look on war with sick distaste, as if it had no 'happy
chances' to compensate for its incalculable risks; but they are
all powerless to improve a position which for them all bring
nothing but more toil, more discomfort, more responsibility.
The single alleviation for the peoples is that they are not much
worse off than their brethren in America, where without a
conscription, without fear of war, without a frontier in fact,
the Treasury is overspent as if it were European, the people
are as much robbed by currency fluctuations as if they were at
war, and all men are as carestricken as if they might be sum-
moned at any moment to defend their homes. There has been
nothing like the European situation in history, at least since
private war ceased, and but that we know the way of mankind,
we should marvel that it ever escaped attention; that the peo-
ples should ever be interested in trivilialities, or that a speech
like that of M. Jules Roche should ever be required to make
men unclose their eyes. 'We have two millions of soldiers,'
says M. Jules Roche, 'but only four hundred thousand of them
are idling in barracks, and that is not enough by one hundred
and fifty thousand men,' and nobody thinks that anything but
startingly sensible; and the representatives of the people look
gravely attentive, and the Head of the State snatches up a for-
gotten weapon to compel the heads of the army to tell him
what Frenchmen call the 'true truth." We do not belong to the
Peace Society, being unable to believe in Utopias; but even
we are driven to think sometimes that the world is desperately
foolish, and that anything would be better—even the surren-
der of Elsass-Lothringen by Germany or of Alsace-Lorraine
by France—than this never-ending and resultless mortgaging
of the future in obedience to a fear which those who act on it
all proclaim with one voice to be chimerical. It is not
chimerical, and they only say so to be civil; but could it not be
ended before ruin comes?"

The following is an extract from an address by Jas. Beck,
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Esq., of the Philadelphia Bar, published in The Christian
Statesman. The subject of the address was "The Distress of
Nations"—viewing the past century in retrospect.

"Our own century, commencing with the thunder of
Napoleon's cannon on the plains of Marengo, and drawing to
its close with similar reverberations from both the Orient and
Occident, has not known a single year of peace. Since 1800
England has had fifty-four wars, France forty-two, Russia
twenty-three, Austria fourteen, Prussia nine—one hundred and
forty-two wars by five nations, with at least four of whom the
gospel of Christ is a state religion.

"At the dawn of the Christian era, the standing army of the
Roman Empire, according to Gibbon, numbered about four hun-
dred thousand men, and was scattered over a vast extent of ter-
ritory, from the Euphrates to the Thames. Today the standing
armies of Europe exceed four millions, while the reserves, who
have served two or more years in the barracks, and are trained
soldiers, exceed sixteen millions, a number whose dimensions
the mind can neither appreciate nor imagine. With one-tenth of
the able-bodied men on the Continent in arms in time of peace,
and one-fifth of its women doing the laborious, and at times
loathsome, work of man in the shop and field, one can sadly say
with Burke, 'The age of chivalry has gone....The glory of Europe
has departed.' In the last twenty years these armies have been
nearly doubled, and the national debt of the European nations,
mainly incurred for war purposes, and wrung from the sweat of
the people, has reached the inconceivable total of twenty-three
thousand millions of dollars. If one is to measure the interests of
man by his expenditures, then assuredly the supreme passion of
civilized Europe in this evening of the nineteenth century is war,
for one-third of all the revenues that are drained from labor and
capital is devoted to paying merely the interest on the cost of
past wars, one-third for preparations for future wars, and the re-
maining third to all other objects whatsoever.

"The spear, the lance, the sword, the battle-axe have
been put aside by modern man as playthings of his child-
hood. We have in their stead the army rifle, which can be



[D120]

fired ten times without reloading and can kill at three miles,
and whose long, nickel-plated bullet can destroy three men in
its course before its work of destruction is stayed. Driven as it
is by smokeless powder, it will add to past horrors by blasting
a soldier as with an invisible bolt of lightning. Its effectiveness
has practically destroyed the use in battle of the cavalry. The
day of 'splendid charges' like that of Balaklava is past, and
Pickett's men, if they had to repeat today their wondrous
charge, would be annihilated before they could cross the Em-
mitsburg road. The destructive effects of the modern rifle al-
most surpass belief. Experiments have shown that it will re-
duce muscles to a pulp, and grind the bone to powder. A limb
struck by it is mangled beyond repair, and a shot in the head or
chest is inevitably fatal. The machine gun of today can fire
eighteen hundred and sixty shots a minute, or thirty a second, a
stream so continuous that it seems like a continuous line of
lead, and whose horrible noise is like a Satanic song. A
weapon of Titans is the modern twelve-inch cannon, which can
throw a projectile eight miles and penetrate eighteen inches of
steel, even when the latter is Harveyized, a process by which
the hard surface of the steel is carbonized so that the finest drill
cannot affect it. Of the present navies with their so-called
'commerce destroyers,' nothing need be said. Single ships cost
four million dollars to build, and, armed with steel plates eigh-
teen inches thick, can travel through water with their engines
of eleven thousand horsepower at a rate of twenty-four miles
an hour. One such vessel could have scattered the combined
Spanish, French and English fleets, numbering over one hun-
dred ships, at Trafalgar, like a flock of pigeons, or put the
Spanish Armada to flight like a hawk in a dovecote; and yet in
the unceasing warfare of arms and armament these leviathans
of the deep have been instantancously destroyed, as with a
blast of lightning, by a single dynamite torpedo.

"If these preparations for war, which cover our waters
and darken our lands, mean anything, they indicate that civi-
lized man is on the verge of a vast cataclysm, of which he is
apparently as unconscious as were the people of Pompeii on
the last, fatal day of their city's life, when they witnessed
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with indifference the ominous smoke curl from the crater's
mouth. Our age has sown, as none other, the dragon's teeth of
standing armies, and the human grain is ripe unto the harvest
of blood. It needs but an incendiary like Napoleon to set the
world on fire.

"To deny that such is the evident tendency of these un-
precedented preparations is to believe that we can sow thistles
and reap figs, or expect perennial sunshine where we have
sown the whirlwind. The war between China and Japan, fought
only in part with modern weapons, and with men who but im-
perfectly understood their use, in no way illustrates the possi-
bilities of the future conflict. The greatest of all war corre-
spondents, Archibald Forbes, has recently said, 'It is virtually
impossible for any one to have accurately pictured to himself
the scene in its fullness which the next great battle will present
to a bewildered and shuddering world; we know the elements
that will constitute its horrors, but we know them only as it
were academically. Men have yet to be thrilled by the weird-
ness of wholesale death, inflicted by missiles poured from
weapons, the whereabouts of which cannot be ascertained be-
cause of the absence of powder smoke.' He concludes, 'Death
incalculable may rain down as from the very heavens them-
selves." When we recall that in one of the battles around Metz
the use of the mitrailleuse struck down 6,000 Germans in ten
minutes, and that at Plevna, in 1877, Skobelleff lost in a short
rush of a few hundred yards 3,000 men, and remember that the
mitrailleuse and needle gun have since quintupled in their ca-
pacity for destruction, the prospect is one at which the mind
stands aghast and the heart sickens. Suffice it to say that the
great strategists of Europe believe that the future mortality of
battles will be so great that it will be impossible to care for the
wounded or bury the dead, and many of them will carry as a
necessary part of military equipment a moving crematorium to
burn those who have fallen in battle.

"You may suggest that this dreadful visitation will pass
over peaceful America, as the angel that slew the first-born of
Egypt spared the bloodsplashed portals of the Israelites. God
grant that it prove so! Whence, however, is our assurance?
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So wonderfully have steam and electricity united men in a
community of thought, interest and purpose, that it is possible,
that if a great continental war should come, in which England
would almost necessarily become involved, before it would be
ended, the civilized world might be lapped in universal flame.
Apart from this, upon the world's horizon is now discernible a
cloud, at present no bigger than a man's hand, but which may
some day overcast the heavens. In the Orient are two nations,
China and Japan, whose combined population reaches the
amazing total of five hundred millions. Hitherto these swarm-
ing ant-hills have been ignorant of the art of war, for it is
strangely true that the only two countries, which since the birth
of Christ have experienced in their isolation comparative
'peace on earth,' are these once hermit nations upon whom the
light of Christianity had never shone. But thirty years ago a
mere handful of Englishmen and Frenchmen forced their way,
at the point of the bayonet, to Peking. All this is changed.
Western civilization has brought to the Orient Bibles and bul-
lets, mitres and mitrailleuses, godliness and Gatling guns,
crosses and Krupp cannon, St. Peter and saltpetre: and the Ori-
ent may some day say with Shylock: '"The villainy you teach
me I will execute, and it will go hard, but I will better the in-
struction.' Already they have learned the lesson so well as to
play with deadly effect the awful diapason of the cannonade.
Let once the passion for war, which distinguishes the Occident,
awaken the opulent Orient from its sleep of centuries, and who
shall say that another Genghis Khan, with a barbaric horde of
millions at his back, may not fall upon Europe with the crush-
ing weight of an avalanche?

"It may be argued, however, that these preparations mean
nothing and are guarantees of peace, rather than provocative
of war, and that the very effectiveness of modern weapons
makes war improbable. While apparently there is force in
this suggestion, yet practically it is contradicted by the facts,
for the nations that have the least armies have the most
peace, and those who have the largest forces tremble on the
verge of the abyss. Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Norway,
Sweden and the United States live in substantial
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amity with the world, while France, Russia, Germany, Austria
and Italy, armed to the teeth and staggering under their
equipments, are forever scowling at each other across their
frontiers. In them is found the vast magazine of martial spirit
and international hatred whose explosion requires but the spark
of some trivial incident. Thus when the Empress Augusta re-
cently visited Paris for pleasure her presence alarmed the
world, caused prices to fall upon the bourses and exchanges
and hurried an earnest and nervous consultation of all Euro-
pean cabinets. A single insult offered to her by the most irre-
sponsible Parisian would have caused her son, the young Ger-
man Emperor, to draw his sword. It was thus in the power of
the idlest street gamin to have shaken the equilibrium of the
world. What a frightful commentary upon civilization that the
prosperity, and even the lives, of millions of our fellow-beings
may depend upon the pacific sentiments of a single man!

"No fact can be more clear than that humanity is at the
parting of the ways. The maximum of preparation has been
reached. In Europe men can arm no further. Italy has already
fallen under the burden of bankruptcy thereby occasioned, and
may be at any day plunged into the vortex of revolution. Many
thoughtful publicists believe that the European nations must
therefore either fight or disarm. Well did the Master predict:
'Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity....Men's
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth."

The following from The New York Tribune of May 5,
1895, showed how some of the reigning sovereigns of Eu-
rope regarded the situation:

"KINGS WHO WANT TO RETIRE TO PRIVATE LIFE.
Abdication seems to be in the air. At no time since the
eventful years of 1848-49, when the whole of Europe may
be said to have been in open insurrection against the medi-
aevally autocratic tendencies of its rulers, have there been
so many reigning sovereigns who are declared to be on the
point of abandoning their thrones. In 1848 the monarchs
were mostly princes born in the previous century and reared
within the influence of its traditions, utterly incapable,
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therefore, of comprehending such new-fangled notions as
popular government and national constitutions. Sooner than to
lend their names to any such subversive ideas, which they re-
garded as synonymous with sanguinary revolution of the char-
acter that brought Louis xvi. and Marie Antoinette to the
scaffold, they preferred to abdicate; and it was during those
two eventful years that the thrones of Austria, Sardinia,
Bavaria, France and Holland were vacated by their occupants.
If today, half a century later, their successors desire in their
turn to abdicate, it is that they, too have become firmly con-
vinced that popular legislation is incompatible with good
government—that is, as viewed from the throne—and that it
is impossible to reconcile any longer two such diametrically
opposed institutions as Crown and Parliament. In this perhaps,
they are not far wrong; for there is no doubt that the develop-
ment of popular government in the direction of democracy
must naturally tend to diminish the power and prestige of the
throne. Every new prerogative and right secured by the people
or by their constitutional representatives is so much taken
away from the monarch; and as time goes by it is becoming
more and more apparent that, from a popular point of view,
kings and emperors are superfluous, an anachronism, mere
costly figureheads whose very weakness and lack of power
render them an object of ridicule rather than of reverence, or
that they constitute serious obstacles to political, commercial
and even intellectual development. Indeed, there seems to be
no place left for them in the coming century unless it be that
of mere social arbiters, whose power is restricted to the de-
creeing of the laws of fashion and of conventionality, and
whose authority is exercised not by virtue of any written law,
but merely by means of tact.

"Of the sovereigns reported to be on the eve of abdica-
tion we have in the first place King George of the Hellenes,
who declares himself sick and tired of his uncomfortable
throne, and does not hesitate to declare that, the very atmos-
phere of Greece having ceased to be congenial to him, he is
anxious to surrender as soon as possible his scepter to his
son Constantine. He is no longer in touch with his subjects,
has no friends at Athens save visitors from abroad,
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and is constantly forced by the somewhat disreputable policy
of the Cabinets that succeed one another with such rapidity in
his dominion to place himself in an awkward and embarrassing
position with regard to those foreign courts to which he is
bound by ties of close relationship.

"King Oscar is also talking of resigning his crown to his el-
dest son. In his case there is not one but there are two Parlia-
ments with which to contend; and as that at Stockholm is al-
ways in direct opposition to that at Christiania, he cannot con-
tent the one without offending the other, the result being that
Norway and Sweden are now according to his own assertions,
on the point of civil war. He is convinced that the conflict be-
tween the two countries is bound to culminate in an armed
struggle, rather than countenance which he has determined to
abdicate. He declares that he has done his best, like King
George of Greece, to live up to the terms of the Constitution by
virtue of which he holds his scepter, but that it is absolutely
impossible to do so any longer, and that it is a question with
him either of violating his coronation oath or of stepping down
and making way for his son.

"Then, too, there is King Christian of Denmark, who, at
the age of eighty, finds himself, as the result of the recent
general election, face to face with a National Legislature in
which the ultra-Radicals and Socialists, hostile to the throne,
possess an overwhelming majority, out-numbering the mod-
erate Liberals and the infinitesimal Conservative party com-
bined by three to one. He had been led to believe that the bit-
ter conflict which has been raging between Crown and Parlia-
ment in Denmark for nearly twenty years had come to an end
last summer, and that, after he had made many concessions
with the object of settling all differences, everything would
henceforth be plain sailing. Instead of this he now finds ar-
rayed against him an overpowering majority in Parliament,
which has already announced its intention of enforcing what
it regards as popular rights and of exacting compliance on
the part of the Crown with its conception of the terms of the
Constitution. Broken by age and infirmity, shaken by the ill-
ness of his strong-minded wife, who has been his chief moral
support throughout his reign, and deprived, too, of the
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powerful backing of his son-in-law, the late Emperor Alexan-
der of Russia, he feels himself no longer capable of coping
with the situation, and announces that he is about to make way
for his son.

"To these three kings must be added the name of King Hum-
bert of Italy, who is forced to submit to a Prime Minister person-
ally abhorrent both to himself and to the Queen, and to lend his
name to a policy of which he disapproves at heart, but which ac-
cords with the views of the Legislature. It is no secret that the
whole of his private fortune is already invested abroad, in antici-
pation of his abandonment of the Italian throne, and that he finds
more intolerable than ever a situation which compels him to sur-
round himself with people uncongenial to him and to his con-
sort, and to remain in a position toward the Church which is not
only diametrically opposed to the sincere religious feelings of
the Queen and of himself, but likewise places the reigning house
of Italy in a very awkward and embarrassing position with re-
gard to all the other courts of the Old World. King Humbert is a
very sensitive man and keenly alive to the many slights to which
he has been subjected by all those foreign royalties who, on
coming to Rome, have pointedly abstained from calling at the
Quirinal for fear of offending the Vatican.

"Had it not been for Queen Marie Amelie of Portugal, a
strong-minded woman like her mother, the Countess of Paris,
King Carlos would have long since relinquished his throne to his
son, with his younger brother as Regent, while King Charles of
Roumania and the Prince Regent of Bavaria are each credited
with being on the eve of making way for their next of kin. Fi-
nally there is Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria, who has been
strongly urged by his Russophile friends to abdicate, they under-
taking to have him re-elected under Muscovite protection. But he
has thus far refrained from yielding to their solicitations, realiz-
ing that there is many a slip between the cup and the lip, and that,
if he were once voluntarily to surrender his crown, many things
might interfere to prevent his recovering possession thereof.

"Thus, taking one thing and another, the cause of the
people, from their own point of view, is not likely to be in



[D127]

any way improved or furthered by the impending abdications,
which, on the contrary, will probably involve a renewal of the
struggle of fifty years ago for constitutional rights and parlia-
mentary privileges."

Noisy demonstrations of Socialism in the German Re-
ichstag, the Belgian Parliament and the French Chamber of
Deputies were by no means calculated to allay the fears of
those in authority. The German Socialist members refused
to join in a cheer for the Emperor at the instance of the
President, or even to rise from their seats; Belgian socialists
in reply to a proposal of cheers for the king, whose sympa-
thies were understood to be on the side of aristocracy and
capital, cried, "Long live the people! Down with the capi-
talists!" and French members of the Chamber of Deputies,
disappointed in a measure tending to favor the Socialist
cause, declared that revolution would yet accomplish what
was peaceably asked, but refused.

It is significant, too, that a bill tending to check the
growth of Socialism in Germany, which was introduced in
the Reichstag, failed to become a law; the reasons for the
rejection of the bill being as follows, as reported by the
press:

"The recent rejection by the Reichstag of the 'anti-revolu-
tion bill,' the latest measure elaborated by the German govern-
ment to combat Socialism, makes an interesting chapter in the
history of a nation with which, despite differences of language
and institutions, we ourselves have much in common.

"It is now many years since attention began to be attracted
to the remarkable increase of the Socialistic party in Germany.
But it was not until 1878, in which two attempts were made
upon the life of the Emperor, that the government determined
upon repressive measures. The first law against the socialists
was passed in 1878 for a period of two years, and was renewed
in 1880, 1882, 1884, 1886.

"By this time additional legislation was deemed neces-
sary, and in 1887 Chancellor Bismarck proposed to the
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Reichstag a new law which gave the authorities the power
to confine the socialistic leaders within a given locality, to
deprive them of their rights as citizens, and to expel them
from the country. Parliament declined to accept the chan-
cellor's proposals; it contented itself by renewing the old
law.

"It was now hoped in some quarters that the occasion for fur-
ther repressive legislation would pass away. But the continued
growth of the Socialistic party, the increased boldness of its
propaganda, together with the occurrence of anarchistic outrages
in Germany and other parts of Europe, impelled the government
to further intervention. In December, 1894, the emperor inti-
mated that it had been decided to meet with fresh legislation the
acts of those who were endeavoring to stir up internal disorder.

"Before the end of that year the anti-revolution bill was laid
before the popular assembly. It consisted of a series of amend-
ments to the ordinary criminal law of the country, and was pro-
posed as a permanent feature of the criminal code. In these
amendments, fines or imprisonment were provided for all who,
in a manner dangerous to the public peace, publicly attacked
religion, the monarchy, marriage, the family, or property, with
expressions of abuse, or who publicly asserted or disseminated
statements, invented or distorted, which they knew, or accord-
ing to the circumstances, must conclude to be invented or dis-
torted, having in view to render contemptible the institutions of
the state or the decrees of the authorities.

"The new law also contained provisions of similar char-
acter aimed at the socialistic propaganda in the army and
navy.

"Had the opposition proceeded only from the Socialists in
and out of Parliament, the government would have carried its
bill in triumph. But the character of the offenses specified, to-
gether with the extent to which the interpretation of the law
was left to police judges, awoke the distrust, even the alarm, of
large sections of the people, who saw in its provisions a men-
ace to freedom of speech, freedom of teaching, and freedom of
public assembly.

"Accordingly, when the Reichstag took up the consideration
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of the measure, a movement began the like of which is not of-
ten seen in the fatherland. Petitions from authors, editors,
artists, university professors, students and citizens poured into
Parliament until, it is asserted, more than a million and a half
protesting signatures had been received.

"Great newspapers like the Berliner Tageblatt forwarded to
the Reichstag petitions from their readers containing from
twenty thousand to one hundred thousand names. Meanwhile
the opposition of four hundred and fifty German universities
was recorded against the bill at a mass-meeting of delegates
held in the capital.

"The rejection of a measure thus widely opposed was
inevitable, and the Socialist party will doubtless make the
most of the government defeat. Yet the Reichstag con-
demned the bill, not because it was aimed at the Socialists,
but because, in striking at anarchical tendencies, the mea-
sure was believed to endanger the rights of the people at
large."

In London it is said that Socialism is constantly gaining
ground while Anarchism is apparently dead. The Indepen-
dent Labor Party, which was the greatest power of orga-
nized labor in England, is now avowedly a socialistic orga-
nization. It expects a bloody revolution to come ere long,
which will result in the establishment of a Socialistic repub-
lic upon the ruins of the present monarchy.

Noting these facts and tendencies, it is no wonder that
we see kings and rulers taking extra precautions to protect
themselves and their interests from the threatening dangers
of revolution and world-wide anarchy. In fear and distress
they seek alliance one with another, though so great is their
mutual distrust that they have little to hope for in any al-
liance. The attitude of every nation toward every other na-
tion is that of animosity, jealousy, revenge and hatred, and
their communications one with another are based only
upon principles of self-interest. Hence their alliances one
with another can only be depended upon so long as their
selfish plans and policies seem to run parallel. There is no
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love or benevolence in it; and the daily press is a constant
witness to the inability of the nations to strike any line of
policy which would bring them all into harmonious cooper-
ation. Vain is the hope, therefore, to be expected from any
coalition of the powers.

Ecclesiasticism No Longer a Bulwark!

Realizing this as they do, to some extent at least, we see
them anxiously looking to the church (not the faithful few
saints known and recognized of God as his church, but the
great nominal church, which alone the world recognizes) to
see what of moral suasion or ecclesiastical authority can be
brought to bear upon the great questions at issue between
the rulers and the peoples. The church, too, is anxious to
step into the breach, and would gladly assist in restoring
amicable relations between princes and peoples; for the in-
terests of the ecclesiastical aristocracy and the civil aristoc-
racy are linked together. But in vain is help looked for from
this source; for the awakened masses have little reverence
left for priestcraft or statecraft. Nevertheless, the expedi-
ency of soliciting the aid of the church is being put to the
test. The German Reichstag, for instance, which, through
the influence of Prince Bismarck, banished the Jesuits from
Germany in 1870, deeming them inimical to the welfare of
Germany, afterwards repealed the measure, hoping thus to
conciliate the Catholic party and gain its influence in sup-
port of the army measures. A significant remark was made
on the occasion of the debate of the question, which, though
it will prove most true as a prophecy, at the time served
only to convulse the house with laughter. The remark was
that the recall of the Jesuits would not be dangerous, since
the deluge (Socialism—Anarchy) was sure to come soon
and drown them too.
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In the attempted reconciliations of the king and govern-
ment of Italy with the Church of Rome the motive has evi-
dently been fear of the spread of anarchy and the prospects
of social warfare. With reference to this Premier Crispi, in a
notable speech beginning with a historical review of current
[talian politics, and closing with a declaration as to the so-
cial problems of the day, especially the revolutionary
movement, said:

"The social system is now passing through a momentous
crisis. The situation has become so acute that it seems abso-
lutely necessary for civil and religious authority to unite and
work harmoniously against that infamous band on whose flag
is inscribed, 'No God, no king!" This band, he said, had de-
clared war on society. Let society accept the declaration, and
shout back the battle-cry, 'For God, king and country!""

This same fearful foreboding on the part of the civil
powers throughout all civilized nations is that upon which
is based the recent conciliatory attitude of all the civil pow-
ers of Europe toward the Pope of Rome, and which now be-
gins to look quite favorable to his long-cherished hope of
regaining much of his lost temporal power. This attitude of
the nations was most remarkably illustrated in the costly
gifts presented to the Pope, on the occasion of the Papal Ju-
bilee some years ago, by the heads of all the governments
of Christendom. Feeling their own incompetency to cope
with the mighty power of the awakening world, the civil
authorities, in sheer desperation, call to mind the former
power of Papacy, the tyrant, which once held all Christen-
dom in its grasp; and though they hate the tyrant, they are
willing to make large concessions, if by this means they
may succeed in holding in check the discontented peoples.

Many acknowledge the claim so earnestly set forth by
the Roman Catholic Church, that it will be the only reliable
bulwark against the rising tide of Socialism and Anarchism.
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In reference to this delusion a former member of the Jesuit
order, Count Paul von Hoensbrouck, now a convert to
Protestantism, points to Catholic Belgium and the progress
of Social Democracy there to show the hopelessness of any
help from that quarter. In his article which appeared in the
Preussische Jahrbuch, Berlin, 1895, he said:

"Belgium has for centuries been Catholic and Ultra-mon-
tane to the core. This country has a population of more than six
millions, of whom only fifteen thousand are Protestant and
three thousand Jews. All the rest are Catholic. Here is confes-
sional solidity. The Catholic church has been the leading factor
and force in the life and history of Belgium, and here she has
celebrated her greatest triumphs and has again and again
boasted of them. With some few exceptional cases she has
controlled the educational system of the country, especially the
elementary and public schools...

"Now, how has Social Democracy fared in Catholic Bel-
gium? This the last elections have shown. Nearly one-fifth of
all the votes cast have been given for the candidates of the So-
cial Democrats, and we must remember that on the side of
non-Socialistic candidates are found a great many more 'plural
votes' than on the side of the Social Democrats—it being the
rule in Belgium that the wealthy and educated exercise the
right of 'plural votes,' i.e., their votes are counted two or three
times. The Ultra-montanes indeed claim that this increase in
the Socialistic vote is to be attributed to the growth from the
Liberal Party. To a certain extent this is the case, but the claims
of the Clericals that it is the bulwark against Socialism, irreli-
gion and moral degeneracy thereby become none the less ab-
surd. Whence did these Liberals come, if the Catholic church
is the physician for all the ills the state and society are heir to?

"Catholicism can save the people as little from 'Atheistic
Liberalism' as it can from Social Democracy. In the year
1886 a circular letter was sent to representative men in all
the different stations in life with questions pertaining to the
condition of the workingmen. Three-fourths of the replies
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declared that religiously the people 'deteriorated,’ or 'had disap-
peared altogether,’ or 'Catholicism was losing its hold more
and more.' Liege, with its thirty-eight churches and thirty-five
cloisters returned a hopeless answer; Brussels declared that
'nine-tenths of the children are illegitimate, and immorality be-
yond description.' And all this is so, although the Belgian So-
cial Democrat, in so far as he has attended a school at all, has
been a pupil in the Catholic Ultra-montane public schools, and
in a country in which each year more than half a million
Catholic sermons and catechetical lectures are delivered. The
country which, with right and reason has been called the 'land
of cloister and the clergy,' has become the Eldorado of Social
Revolution."

Extravagant Preparations for War

The fear of impending revolution is driving every nation
in "Christendom" to extravagant preparations for war. A
metropolitan journal says, "Five of the leading nations of
Europe have locked up in special treasuries 6,525,000,000
francs for the purpose of destroying men and material in
war. Germany was the first of the nations to get together a
reserve fund for this deadly purpose. She has 1,500,000,000
francs; France has 2,000,000,000 francs, Russia, despite the
ravages of cholera and famine, 2,125,000,000 francs; Aus-
tria, 750,000,000 francs; Italy, the poorest of all, less than
250,000,000 francs. These immense sums of money are ly-
ing idle. They cannot or will not be touched, except in case
of war. Emperor William of Germany said he would rather
that the name of Germany be dishonored financially than
touch a single mark of the war fund."

Even as early as 1895 the U.S. War Dept.'s prepared fig-
ures showed the size of the armies of foreign countries as
follows: Austro-Hungary, 1,794,175; Belgium, 140,000;
Colombia, 30,000; England, 662,000; France, 3,200,000;
Germany, 3,700,000; Italy, 3,155,036; Mexico, 162,000;
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Russia, 13,014,865; Spain, 400,000; Switzerland, 486,000.
It costs $631,226,825 annually to maintain these troops.

The militia force of the United States, as reported by the
Secretary of War to the House of Representatives in the
same year aggregates a body of 141,846 men, while its
available, but unorganized, military strength, or what, in
European countries, is called the "war footing" of the
country, the Secretary places at 9,582,806 men.

Said a correspondent for the New York Herald, having
just returned from a tour in Europe:

"The next war in Europe, come when it may, will be of a de-
structive violence unknown up to this day. Every source of rev-
enue has been strained, if not drained, for the martial effect. It
would be idle to say that the world has not yet seen the like, be-
cause never before has it had such destructive warlike means.
Europe is a great military camp. The chief Powers are armed to
the teeth. It is the combination of general effort, and not for pa-
rade or amusement. Enormous armies in the highest condition
of discipline and armed to perfection, leaning on their muskets
or bridle in hand, are waiting in camp and field for the signal to
march against each other. A war in Europe settles only one thing
definitely, and that is the necessity for another war.

"It is said that large standing armies are guarantees of peace;
this may be so for a time, but not in the long run: for armed in-
activity on such an enormous scale involves too many sacri-
fices, and the heavy burdens will inevitably force action."

Modern Implements of War

A correspondent of the Pittsburgh Dispatch writes from
Washington, D.C.:

"What a ghastly curiosity shop are the stores of arms and
projectiles and warlike models of all kinds in various nooks
and corners of the War and Navy Departments! They are
scattered and meager by comparison, to be sure, but they are
enough to set the most thoughtless a-thinking as to
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what we are coming to, and what will be the end of the won-
derful impetus of invention in the direction of weapons for the
destruction of human kind. All that we possess up to this time,
in this our new country, in the way of examples of such inven-
tion, would hardly compare in interest or volume with a single
room of the vast collection in the old Tower of London, but it
1s enough to tell the whole story. To look at all this murderous
machinery one would think the governors of the world were
bent on the extermination of the human race, instead of its im-
provement and preservation.

"Along with the modern inventions which enable one man to
kill 1,000 in the twinkling of an eye are the crude weapons of
those simpler days when men fought hand to hand in battle. But
we need not refer to them to illustrate progress in the art of war-
fare. Even the machinery used in the very latest of the great wars
is now antiquated. Were a new civil war to begin tomorrow in the
United States, or were we to become involved in a war with a for-
eign country, we would as soon think of taking wings and battling
in the air as to fight with the weapons of a quarter of a century
ago. A few of the guns and ships which came into vogue towards
the closing days of the war, remodeled and improved almost out
of their original shape, might be employed under some condi-
tions, but the great bulk of the murderous machinery would be
supplanted with entirely new inventions, compared with which
the best of the old would be weak and wholly powerless. I never
was more forcibly reminded of this progress in the domain of the
horrific than yesterday when on an errand to the Navy Depart-
ment [ was shown the model and plans of the new Maxim auto-
matic mitrailleuse. It (and the Maxim gun with other names) is
certainly the most ingenious and the wickedest of all the curious
weapons of warfare recently invented. It is the intention to manu-
facture them up to the size of a six-inch cannon, which will auto-
matically fire about 600 rounds in a minute. This, of course, has
been exceeded by the Gatling and other guns, carrying very small
projectiles, but these, compared with the Maxim, are cumbersome
to operate, require more attendants, are much heavier and far
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less accurate. One man can operate the Maxim gun, or one
woman, or one child, for that matter, and after setting it going
the gunner can stroll away for a quick lunch while his gun is en-
gaged in killing a few hundred people. The gunner sits on a seat
at the rear of the gun behind his bullet proof shield, if he desires
to use one. When he wants to mow down an army in a few min-
utes he simply waits till the aforesaid army gets into a position
favorable for his work. Then he pulls a crank which fires the
first cartridge, and the work of the automatic machinery begins.
The explosion of the first cartridge causes a recoil which throws
the empty shell out of the breach, brings another shell into place
and fires it. The recoil of that explosion does a similar service,
and so on to infinity. It is murder in perpetual motion.

"One of Mr. Maxim's inventions is called the 'riot gun,' a
light little affair that can be transported in one's arms with
enough ammunition to drive any ordinary mob out of the
streets or out of existence. It is curious how all of the most re-
cent inventions in this line look toward a certainty of riotous
mobs. Since when did the inventor turn prophet? Well, this
'riot gun' can be worked at the rate of ten murderous shots a
second, with the gunner all the time concealed, and in perfect
safety, even from a mob armed with guns or even pistols, pro-
vided that same mob does not conclude to make a rush and
capture gun and gunner. It seems to be expected by inventors
like Mr. Maxim that modern mobs will stand in the streets to
be shot down without acting either on the defensive or the ag-
gressive, and that they will not stand around safe corners with
bombs, or blow up or burn a city in their frenzy. However this
may be, he has done all he can in the way of a gun for mobs.
This little weapon can carry enough ammunition with it to
clean out a street at one round, and in a few seconds, and it can
be operated from walls or windows with as great facility as in
the open street. With a twist of the wrist it can be turned up or
down on the point of its carriage, and made to kill directly
above or below the gunner without endangering the life or
limb of that devotee of the fine art of murder.

"While this is one of the latest and most destructive of the
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recent inventions, it by no means follows that it is the last or
most effective that will be contrived. It gradually dawns on the
mind of one whose attention is called to this matter that we are
but well begun in this thing. We have been trying to keep pace
in the matter of defenses with the progress of the means of ef-
fective attack, but in vain. No vessel can be constructed to
float that will withstand an explosion of the modern torpedo.
No nation is rich enough to build forts that cannot be destroyed
in a short time with the latest and most villainous form of dy-
namite projectile. Balloons can now be steered with almost the
same facility as a vessel in the water, and will be extensively
used, in the wars soon to occur, for the destruction of armies
and forts. Death-dealing machinery is being made so simple
and inexpensive that one man can destroy an army. If the
strong are more fully equipped to destroy the weak, on the
other hand the weak may easily be made strong enough to de-
stroy the strongest. On both sides war will mean annihilation.
The armies of the land, the monsters of the sea and war cruis-
ers of the air will simply wipe each other out of existence if
they come to blows at all."

But there is a still more recent improvement. The New
York World gives the following account of the gun and
powder:

"Maxim, the gun maker, and Dr. Schupphaus, the gunpow-
der expert, have invented a new cannon and torpedo powder,
which will throw a huge cannon-ball full of explosives ten
miles, and where it strikes it will smash into kindling-wood ev-
erything within hundreds of feet.

"The discovery is called the 'Maxim-Schupphaus system
of throwing aerial torpedoes from guns by means of a special
powder, which starts the projectile with a low pressure and
increases its velocity by keeping the pressure well up
throughout the whole length of the gun.' Patents on the sys-
tem have been taken out in the United States and European
countries.

"The special powder employed is almost pure gun cotton,
compounded with such a small percent of nitro-glycerine
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as to possess none of the disadvantages of nitro-glycerine
powders, and preserved from decomposition through a slight
admixture of urea. It is perfectly safe to handle, and can be
beaten with a heavy hammer on an anvil without exploding.
The secret of its remarkable power lies in a single mathemati-
cal truth which no one had previously thought of. High explo-
sive powder is now loaded into cannon in the form of strips,
small cubes or solid cylindrical rods from one-half to three-
fourths of an inch in diameter, several feet in length and look-
ing like a bundle of sticks of dark beeswax. When the powder
is touched off the ends and circumference of each rod of pow-
der ignites instantly and burn toward the center.

"The volume of gases generated by combustion grows con-
stantly less, because the burning surface is less, and as it is the
volume of gas which gives velocity to the projectile shot from
the gun, a loss of velocity is the inevitable result. The projec-
tile does not go so far as it would if the pressure of the gases
had increased, or had at least been maintained.

"In each piece of the Maxim and Schupphaus powder is
a lot of small holes running through the entire length of the
rod. When the powder is ignited the flame spreads insta-
neously not only over the circumference of each rod, but
throughout the perforations as well. These little holes are
burnt out with such rapidity that the difference in the vol-
ume of explosive gases generated at the beginning and at
the end of the bore of the gun is about in the ratio of sixteen
to one.

"The projectile therefore leaves the gun with terrific velocity,
and each little hole in the rods of the powder does its share to-
ward hurrying it on its mission of destruction miles away from
the scene. With a big gun the havoc wrought by this new wonder
of modern ordnance would be incalculable. This new death-
dealing powder has been fired in field-guns and in the heavy
coast-defense rifles at Sandy Hook with surprising results. From
a ten-inch gun loaded with 128 pounds of this powder, a projec-
tile weighing 571 pounds was thrown eight miles out to sea. The
pressures on the rods of powder were more uniform than any yet
recorded, which is a most important point in deciding the
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value of a high explosive powder. Without uniform pressures
accuracy of aims is impossible.

"The big gun which Messrs. Maxim and Schupphaus pro-
pose to construct will be a twenty-inch gun, especially adapted
for coast defense. This gun will show some peculiarities. It
will not be built up, that is, composed of many pieces of steel
bound together, but will consist of a single thin steel tube
about thirty feet long, with walls not over two inches in thick-
ness, in marked contrast with the mortars whose walls are
made eight or ten inches thick in order to resist the pressure of
the discharge. The recoil of the gun will be offset by hydraulic
buffers underneath, containing water and oil. A twenty-inch
gun of this type, using the new powder, could be planted at the
entrance to New York harbor, either in Ft. Washington or Ft.
Wadsworth and command the entire sea for a radius of ten
miles. So uniform are the pressures and velocities obtained that
a wonderful accuracy of fire is possible. It would only be nec-
essary to train the gun upon any ship sighted by the range-
finder within this radius to insure its complete destruction. The
quantity of explosives thrown would be sufficient to sink a
man-of-war if the projectile exploded in the water within fifty
feet of its side. At one hundred and fifty feet the concussion of
a five hundred pound projectile would be severe enough to
cause dangerous leaks and disable a ship."

Dr. R.J. Gatling, the inventor of the wonderful machine
gun that bears his name, said, with reference to the new in-
vention of smokeless powder:

"People are not yet educated to appreciate the enormous
revolution in future warfare caused by the invention of
smokeless powder. Already it has made obsolete between
3,000,000 and 4,000,000 of muskets in Europe, that were
built to shoot black powder, not to speak of the millions of
cartridges, all of which the countries possessing would be
willing to sell for a song. Here is a vast sum of wasted capi-
tal, but it is the inevitable result of progress. Our army guns
in this country will soon be in the obsolete category, for to
keep pace with the rest of the world we will have to adopt
smokeless powder, too. A gun loaded with it will send a bullet
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just twice as far as the black powder does. Again, the new in-
vention changes military tactics entirely, for in the battles of
the future troops will never display themselves en masse to the
enemy. Open fighting, as has been customary through all the
ages, is a thing of the past, for it would mean utter annihila-
tion. If smokeless powder had been in use during the late civil
strife, the war between the States would not have lasted ninety
days.

""What is the difference between a rapid firing gun and a
machine gun?'

"A rapid firing gun doesn't begin to fire with the rapidity of
a machine gun. The former is usually of one barrel, and is
loaded with shells. It is a great gun for torpedo boats, but fif-
teen times to the minute is pretty good time for one of them. A
machine gun of the Gatling type has from six to twelve barrels,
and with three men to operate, practically never ceases firing,
one volley succeeding another at a speed of 1,200 discharges
per minute. These three men can do more killing than a whole
brigade armed with old-fashioned muskets."

A writer in the Cincinnati Enquirer says:

"The physiognomy of the next war, whenever it happens,
will assume features entirely new, and so horrible as to leave
forever the reproach of barbarism engraved upon the brow of
civilization. The new military organizations which have qua-
druplicated the armies, the smokeless and terrible new powder
that nothing can resist, the present fulminant artillery and rifle
magazine which will mow down the armies like a tornado
shakes down the apples of a tree, the balloon observatories and
balloon batteries which will drop masses of powder on cities
and fortresses, laying them waste in a short time and much
more effectively than a bombardment; the movable railways
for artillery, the electric light and telephone, etc., have reversed
all tactics of warfare. The next war will be conducted upon an
entirely different system, unexperimented on as yet, and from
which will arise great surprises. 'We arm for defense and not
for offense,' says every power; 'our strength is our safeguard: it
imposes peace on our neighbors and inspires all with the re-
spect due us.'
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"But every power follows on the same policy, which is
equivalent to saying that all that formidable, murderous dis-
play is directed to only protect peace from the clutches of war.
Though this be the climax of irony, I sincerely believe it, be-
cause it is evident, and I think peace well guarded against war
by the very instruments of the latter, or rather by the apprehen-
sion caused by their magnitude and ugliness. But those unre-
lenting armaments are like an ever-absorbing vortex into
which the public fortune is drifting, and going, as it were, to
fill up a fathomless volcano in the form of an explosive sub-
stance. Strange as it may be, this is the true situation. Europe is
lying upon a vast volcano dug out by herself, and which she la-
boriously fills up with the most dangerous element. But con-
scious of its danger, she diligently keeps all firebrands away
from the crater. But whenever her caution relaxes and the ex-
plosion occurs, mind this, the entire world will feel the shock,
and shudder. Barbarism will exhibit so much ugliness that a
universal curse will spread from one nation to another, and will
cause the peoples to devise some means more worthy of our
time to settle international affairs, and war will be buried by
her own hands beneath the ruins she will have raised."

Another Peace-Compelling Gun

Wake up the mighty men. Let all the men of war draw
near. Gather ye together in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (the
valley of death). Let the weak say, I am strong. Beat your
pruning-hooks into spears and your plowshare steel use for
swords. Joel 3:10

What it will by and by mean to go to war may be
guessed at from the description of the gun given below. In
connection with this preparation for war between nations let
us not overlook the fact that governments and generals are
becoming afraid of their troops. As the militia declined to
serve in Ohio in connection with the strike disturbances,
and as the marines rebelled against the government in
Brazil, and the soldiers of Portugal against their generals,
so it may soon be in every land in the world.

Germany with her great army is becoming fearful because
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Socialism is gradually making its way amongst the soldiers.
And even in Great Britain it was recently found necessary
to disarm some of the militia or yeomanry. The secret of all
this insubordination is knowledge, and behind the knowl-
edge lies education, and behind education the printing press
and God's wonderful enlightening power, lifting the veil of
ignorance and preparing mankind for the great day of Mes-
siah with its prelude of trouble.

We wondered some time ago how the insurrection, such
as the Scriptures seemed to imply, could ever sweep over
the whole earth; how anarchy could break loose in spite of
all the combined power and influence of capital and civi-
lization opposed to it. But now we see that education
(knowledge), is preparing the way for the world's great
disaster, which the Scriptures seem to indicate may be ex-
pected within the next few years. Now we can see that the
very men who have been trained to use the most up-to-date
apparatus for the destruction of human life may be found
amongst those who have the charge and care of the ar-
mories and ammunitions of war. Following is the article re-
ferred to:

"This gun, weighing less than twenty pounds, and manipu-
lated like an ordinary fowling piece, pours out a stream of bul-
lets when in action at the rate of 400 shots per minute. The
new arm is called the Benet-Mercier, and is of French inven-
tion. It has a stock that is placed against the shoulder. In action
the soldier lies on the ground, resting the gun on two supports.
This gives an advantage in safety over the Hiram Maxim
rapid-firing model, since the operator of that gun is compelled
to stand in feeding it. This brings him into full sight of the en-
emy—or rather it brings all three men into sight, for three are
required for the manipulation of this heavier weapon."

The prophecy of Joel (3:9-11) is surely being fulfilled
in the wonderful preparations for war now being made
among the nations. Prophetically, he voiced the sentiments
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of these times, saying, "Proclaim ye this among the Gen-
tiles: Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men
of war draw near; let them come up. Beat your plowshares
into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears: let the
weak say, [ am strong. Assemble yourselves and come, all
ye nations, gather yourselves together round about." Is not
this the world-wide proclamation of the present time? Are
not the mighty and the weak all nerving themselves for the
coming conflict? Is not even the professed church of Christ
marshalling the young boys and inspiring them with the
spirit of war? Are not the men who otherwise would be fol-
lowing the plow and pruning the trees forging and handling
instead the weapons of war? And are not the nations all as-
sembling their mighty hosts and draining their financial re-
sources beyond the powers of long endurance, in order thus
to prepare for the exigencies of war—the great trouble
which they see fast approaching?

The United States Unique in Her Position, Yet
Threatened with Even Greater Evils Than the Old World

The position of the United States of America among the
nations is unique in almost every respect; and so much so
that some are inclined to regard this country as the special
child of divine providence, and to think that in the event of
world-wide revolution it will escape. But such fancied se-
curity is not consistent with sound judgment, in view of ei-
ther the signs of the times or the certain operations of those
just laws of retribution by which nations, as well as indi-
viduals, are judged.

That the peculiar circumstances of the discovery of this
continent and the planting of this nation on its virgin soil,
to breathe its free air and develop its wonderful resources,
was a step in the course of divine providence, the thought-
ful and unbiased cannot doubt. The time and circumstances
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all indicate it. Emerson once said, "Our whole history
looks like the last effort by Divine Providence in behalf of
the human race." He would not have said that, however,
had he understood the divine plan of the ages, in the light
of which it is quite clear that it is not a "last effort of di-
vine providence," but a well defined link in the chain of
providential circumstances for the accomplishment of the
divine purpose. Here has been afforded a refuge for the op-
pressed of all lands from the tyranny of civil and ecclesias-
tical despotism. Here, separated from the old despotisms
by the vast ocean wilderness, the spirit of liberty found a
breathing place, and the experiment of popular govern-
ment became a reality. Under these favoring circumstances
the great work of the Gospel age—the selecting of the true
Church—has been greatly facilitated; and here we have
every reason to believe the greatest harvest of the age will
be gathered.

In no other country could the blessed harvest message—
the plan of the ages and its times and seasons and privileges
—have been so untrammeled in its proclamation and so
widely and freely heralded. And nowhere, except under the
free institutions of this favored land, are so many minds
sufficiently released from the fetters of superstition and re-
ligious dogmatism as to be able to receive the truth now
due, and in turn to bear its good tidings abroad. It was, we
believe, for this very purpose that the providence of God
has been, in a measure, over this country. There was a work
to be done here for his people which could not so well be
done elsewhere, and therefore when the hand of oppression
sought to throttle the spirit of liberty, a Washington was
raised up to lead the impoverished but daring liberty-lovers
on to national independence. And again when disruption
threatened the nation, and when the time had come for the
liberation of four millions of slaves God raised up another
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brave and noble spirit in the person of Abraham Lincoln,
who struck off the shackles of the enslaved and preserved
the unity of the nation.

Yet the nation, as a nation, has not, and never had, any
claims upon divine providence. The providential overruling
in some of its affairs has been only in the interests of the
people of God. The nation, as a nation, is without God and
without hope of perpetuity when, through it, God shall have
served his own wise purposes for his people—when he
shall have gathered "his elect." Then the winds of the great
tribulation may blow upon it, as upon the other nations,
because, like them, it is one of the "kingdoms of this world"
which must give place to the Kingdom of God's dear Son.

While the conditions of the masses of the population
here are much more favorable than those of any other land,
there is an appreciation of comfort and of individual rights
and privileges here among the poorer classes which does
not exist to the same extent in any other land. In this coun-
try, from the ranks of its humblest citizens, imbued with the
spirit of its institutions—the spirit of liberty, of ambition, of
industry and intelligence—have come many of the wisest
and best statesmen—ypresidents, legislators, lawyers, jurists
and distinguished men in every station. No hereditary aris-
tocracy here has enjoyed a monopoly of offices of trust or
profit, but the child of the humblest wayfarer might aspire
to and win the prizes of honor, wealth and preferment.
What American schoolboy has not been pointed to the pos-
sibilities of his one day becoming president of the country?
In fact, all the attainments of great men in every rank and
station have been viewed as the future possibilities of the
American youth. Nothing in the spirit of its institutions has
ever checked such ambition; but, on the contrary, it has al-
ways been stimulated and encouraged. The influence of
these open avenues to the highest and to all the intermediate
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positions of honor and trust in the nation has been to the el-
evation of the whole people, from the lowest strata upward.
It has stimulated the desire for education and culture, and as
well all the demands of education and culture. The free
school system has largely met this demand, bringing all
classes into intelligent communication through the daily
press, books, periodicals, etc., thus enabling them, as indi-
viduals, to compare notes and to judge for themselves on all
questions of interest, and accordingly to wield their influ-
ence in national matters by the use of the ballot.

A sovereign people, thus dignified and brought to an ap-
preciation of the rights of manhood, is therefore naturally
one of the first to resist, and that most determinedly, any
apparent tendencies to curb its ambition or to restrain its
operations. Even now, notwithstanding the liberal spirit of
its institutions and the immense advantages they have con-
ferred upon all classes of the nation, the intelligence of the
masses begins to discern influences at work which are des-
tined are long to bring them into bondage, to despoil them
of their rights as freemen and to deprive them of the bless-
ings of bountiful nature.

The American people are being aroused to a sense of
danger to their liberties, and to action in view of such dan-
ger, with the energy which has been their marked character-
istic in every branch of industry and every avenue of trade,
though the real causes of their danger are not clearly
enough discerned by the masses to direct their energies
wisely. They only see that congested wealth is impoverish-
ing the many, influencing legislation so as to still further
amass wealth and power in the hands of the few, and so cre-
ating an aristocracy of wealth whose power will in time
prove as despotic and relentless as any despotism of the Old
World. While this is, alas! only too true, it is not the only
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danger. A religious despotism, whose hateful tyranny can
best be judged by the records of the past days of its power,
also threatens this country. That danger is Romanism.* Yet
this danger is not generally discerned, because Rome is
making her conquests here by cunning art and base flat-
tery. She professes great admiration for the free institutions
and self-government of the United States; she courts and
flatters the Protestant "heretics" who form so large a pro-
portion of the intelligent population, and now calls them
her "separated brethren," for whom she has an "undying
affection"; and yet, at the same time, she lays her clammy
hand upon the public school system, which she is anxious
to turn into an agent for the further propagation of her doc-
trines and the extension of her influence. She is making
her influence felt in both political and religious circles, and
the continuous tide of immigration to this country is
largely of her subjects.

The danger of Romanism to this country was foreseen
by Lafayette, who, though himself a Roman Catholic,
helped to win, and greatly admired, the liberty of this coun-
try. He said, "If the liberties of the American people are
ever destroyed, they will fall by the hands of the Romish
clergy." Thus from congested wealth, from Romanism and
from immigration, we see great dangers.

But alas! the remedy which the masses will eventually
apply will be worse than the disease. When the social revo-
lution does come here, it will come with all the turbulence
and violence which American energy and love of liberty
can throw into it. It is by no means reasonable, therefore, to
expect that this country will escape the fate of all the nations
of Christendom. Like all the rest, it is doomed to disruption,

*Vol. II, Chapter 10.



[D148]

overthrow and anarchy. It also is a part of Babylon. The
spirit of liberty fostered here for several generations, al-
ready threatens to run riot with a vehemence and speed un-
equaled in the old world, and unrestrained by the more po-
tent agencies of the monarchical governments.

That many men of wealth see this, and to some extent
fear that the threatening troubles may culminate here first,
1s manifest from various indications, of which the follow-
ing, from The Sentinel, Washington, D.C., of some years
ago, is an illustration:

"EMIGRATING FROM THE UNITED STATES—Mr.
James Gordon Bennett, owner of the New York Herald, says the
National Watchman, has resided so long in Europe as to be con-
sidered an alien. Mr. Pulitzer, owner of the New York World, it is
said has taken up his permanent residence in France. Andrew
Carnegie, the millionaire iron king, has bought a castle in Scot-
land and is making it his home. Henry Villard, the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad magnate, has sold his holdings and gone perma-
nently to Europe with about $8,000,000. W. W. Astor has re-
moved from New York to London, where he has bought a mag-
nificent residence, and made application to become a British
subject. Mr. Van Alen, who recently secured the ambassadorship
to Italy by a $50,000 contribution to the Democratic campaign
fund, is a foreigner to all intents and purposes, and declares this
country unfit for a gentleman to live in."

But in vain will protection and security be sought under
any of the kingdoms of this world. All are now trembling
with fear and alarm, and realize their inability to cope with
the mighty, pent-up forces with which they will have to
deal when the terrible crisis arrives. Then indeed "The lofti-
ness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of
men shall be made low." "In that day [now so very close at
hand—'even at the door'] a man shall cast his i1dols of silver
and his 1dols of gold...to the moles and to the bats, and to
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go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged
rocks, for fear of the Lord and for the glory of his majesty
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth." Isa. 2:17-21

Then "All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be
weak as water. They shall also gird themselves with sack-
cloth, and horror shall cover them, and shame shall be upon
all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. They shall cast
their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed.
Their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them
in the day of the wrath of the Lord." Ezek. 7:17-19

Of little avail will be the protection which any govern-
ment can provide, when the judgments of the Lord and the
fruits of their folly are precipitated upon them all. In their
pride of power they have "treasured up wrath against the
day of wrath:" they have selfishly sought the aggrandize-
ment of the few, and have been heedless of the cries of the
poor and needy, and their cries have entered into the ears of
the Lord of armies, and he has espoused their cause; and he
declares, "I will punish the world for their evil and the
wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of
the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the
terrible. I will make a man more precious than fine gold,
even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir." Isa. 13:11,12

Thus we are assured that the Lord's overruling provi-
dence in the final catastrophe shall bring deliverance to the
oppressed. The lives of multitudes will not then be sacri-
ficed nor will the inequalities of society that now exist be
perpetuated.

Truly this is the predicted time of distress of nations
with perplexity. The voice of the discontented masses is
aptly symbolized by the roaring of the sea, and the hearts of
thinking men are failing them for fear of the dread calamity
which all can now see rapidly approaching; for the
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powers of heaven (the present ruling powers) are being ter-
ribly shaken. Indeed some, instructed by these signs, and
calling to mind that scripture, "Behold, he cometh with
clouds," are already beginning to suggest the presence of
the Son of man, although they greatly misapprehend the
subject and God's remedy.

Said Prof. Herron in a lecture given in San Francisco on
"The Christian Revival of the Nation"—"CHRIST IS HERE!
AND THE JUDGMENT IS TODAY! Our social conviction
of sin—the heavy hand of God on the conscience—shows
this! Men and institutions are being judged by his teachings!"

But amidst all the shaking of the earth (organized soci-
ety) and of the heavens (the ecclesiastical powers) those
who discern in it the outworking of the divine plan of the
ages rejoice in the assurance that this terrible shaking will
be the last that the earth will ever have or need; for, as the
Apostle Paul assures us, it signifieth the removing of those
things that are shaken—the overturning of the whole
present order of things—that those things which cannot be
shaken—the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of light and
peace—may remain. For our God is a consuming fire. In
his wrath he will consume every system of evil and op-
pression, and he will firmly establish truth and righteous-
ness in the earth.

The Cry of ""Peace! Peace! When There Is No Peace"

But notwithstanding the manifest judgment of God
upon all nations, notwithstanding the fact that the volume
of testimony from multitudes of witnesses is pressing with
resistless logic against the whole present order of things,
and that the verdict and penalty are anticipated with an al-
most universal dread, there are those who illy conceal
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their fears by cries of "Peace! Peace!" when there is no
peace.

Such a proclamation, participated in by all the nations
of Christendom was that which was issued from the great
naval display on the occasion of the opening of the Baltic
Canal. The canal was projected by the grandfather of the
present German Emperor, and the work was begun by his
father, for the benefit of Germany's commerce, as well as
for her navy. The present Emperor, whose faith in the
sword as a never failing remedy for the interruptions of
peace, and whose accompaniments of cannon and gunpow-
der are equally relied upon, determined to make the open-
ing of the finished canal the occasion of a grand interna-
tional proclamation of peace, and a grand display of the po-
tentialities upon which it must rest. Accordingly, he invited
all the nations to send representative battleships (peace
makers) to the great Naval Parade through the Baltic Canal
on June 20, 1895.

In response to that call there came more than a hundred
floating steel fortresses, including twenty giant "battle-
ships," technically so-called, all fully armed, and all capa-
ble of a speed of at least seventeen miles an hour. "It is
difficult," said the London Spectator, "to realize such a con-
centration of power, which could in a few hours sweep the
greatest seaport out of existence, or brush the concentrated
commercial fleets of the world to the bottom of the ocean.
There is, in fact, nothing on the seaboard of the world
which could even pretend to resist such a force; and Eu-
rope, considered as an entity, may fairly pronounce herself
at once unassailable at sea and irresistible....The fleet as-
sembled at Kiel was probably the highest embodiment pos-
sible of power for fighting, provided that the fight shall
never last longer than its explosive stores."



[D152]

The cost of the vessels and their armaments amounted to
hundreds of millions of dollars. One salute, fired simultane-
ously by 2,500 guns, consumed in an instant thousands of
dollars worth of powder; and the entertainment of the dis-
tinquished guests cost the German people $2,000,000. The
speeches of the German Emperor and foreign representa-
tives dwelt on "the new era of peace" ushered in by the
opening of the great canal and the cooperation of the na-
tions in the demonstration. But the fair speeches, and the
mighty roar of cannon by which the kings and emperors
proclaimed Peace! Peace! with threats of vengeance to any
who refuse it upon their terms, were not interpreted by the
people as the fulfilment of the prophetic message of "Peace
on earth and good will toward men." It had no soothing ef-
fect upon the socialist element; it suggested no panacea for
the healing of social disorders, for lightening the cares or
reducing the burdens of the masses of the poor and unfor-
tunate; nor did it give any assurance of good will on earth,
nor indicate how good will could be secured and main-
tained, either between nation and nation, or between gov-
ernments and peoples. It was therefore a grand farce, a
great, bold, national falsehood; and it was so regarded by
the people.

The London Spectator voiced the sentiments of thinking
people with reference to the display in the following truth-
ful comment:

"The irony of the situation is very keen. It was a grand
festival of peace and constructive industry, but its highest
glory was the presence of the fleets prepared at great sacri-
fice of treasure and of energy solely for war and destruction.
An ironclad has no meaning, unless it is a mighty engine for
slaughter. There is but one phrase which describes fully the
grandeur of that 'peaceful’ fleet, and that is that it could in a
day destroy any port on earth, or sink the commercial
navies of the world, if gathered before it, to the bottom of
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the sea. And what depths of human hatred were concealed under
all that fair show of human amity! One squadron was French,
and its officers were panting to avenge on that exultant Emperor
the dismemberment of their country. Another was Russian, and
its Admirals must have been conscious that their great foe and
rival was the Power they were so ostentatiously honoring, and
had only the day before broken naval rules to compliment the
Emperor's most persistent and dangerous foe. A third was Aus-
trian, whose master has been driven out of the dominion which
has made the canal, and jockeyed out of his half-right in the
province through which the canal in its entire length winds its
way. And there were ships from Denmark, from which Holstein
had been torn by its present owners, and from Holland, where
every man fears that some day or other Germany will, by an-
other conquest, acquire at a blow, colonies, commerce and a
transmarine career. The Emperor talked of peace, the Admirals
hoped for peace, the newspapers of the world in chorus declare
that it is peace, but everything in that show speaks of war just
past, or, on some day not far distant, to arrive. Never was there a
ceremonial so grand in this world, or one so penetrated through
and through with the taint of insincerity."

The New York Evening Post commented as follows:

"In the very gathering of war-vessels there is manifest a
spirit the reverse of peace-loving. Each nation sends its biggest
ships and heaviest guns, not simply as an act of courtesy, but
also as a kind of international showing of teeth. The British
navy despatches ten of its most powerful vessels merely as a
sample of what it has in reserve, and with the air as of one
saying, 'Be warned in time, O ye nations, and provoke not the
mistress of the seas.' French and Russian squadrons, in like
manner, put on their ugliest frown lest host William should
presume upon the jollification to make too friendly advances.
Our own American ships join the fleet with the feeling doubt-
less animating many an officer and sailor on board that it is
time the haughty Europeans learned that there is a rising naval
power across the sea which they had better not trifle with.
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"An especial air of bouffe attaches to the presence of the
French and Russians. As lovers of international peace, espe-
cially as lovers of Germany, they are truly comic. Fury over
the thing in some parts of France is great....

"But the most striking insincerity of all is to be found in the
opening of the Kiel canal itself. It is dedicated to 'the traftic of
the world.' Hence its international significance, hence all the re-
joicing and glorification. But what do Germany and France and
the other continental Powers really think about the traffic of the
world? Why at this very moment, as for twenty years past, they
are straining every nerve to fetter and hinder and reduce as far
as possible the free commercial intercourse of nations....Until
this proscriptive spirit of commercial hostility and jealousy
passes away, or wears itself out through sheer absurdity, you
may open as many inter-oceanic canals as you please, but you
cannot persuade sensible people that your talk about their sig-
nificance for international good feeling and the general love of
peace is anything but a bit of transparent insincerity."

The Chicago Chronicle said:

"It is the purest barbarism, this pageant at Kiel. Held in cel-
ebration of a work of peace, it assumes the form of an apotheo-
sis of war. Mortal enemies gather there, displaying their
weapons while they conceal their enmity behind forced friend-
liness. Cannon planned for war are fired for courtesy. The Em-
peror himself eulogizes the display of armaments. 'The iron-
armed might which is assembled in Kiel harbor,' he said,
'should at the same time serve as a symbol of peace and of the
cooperation of all European peoples to the advancement and
maintenance of Europe's mission of civilization.! Experience
controverts this theory. He who has a gun wishes to shoot with
it. The nation which is fit for war wants to make war. The one
serious menace to European peace today is the fact that every
European nation is prepared for war.

"The digging of the Kiel canal was a distinct service to
civilization; the manner of its celebration is a tribute to bar-
barism. It was dug, theoretically, to encourage maritime
commerce, and most of the vessels gathered to celebrate its
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completion were of the type known as commerce destroyers."

According to The St. Paul Globe, royalty and privilege
rather than industry, were on exhibition at Kiel. It said:

"What is the place of a fleet of ironclads today in the ad-
vancement of civilization? What pirate fleets are there to be
swept from the high seas? What inferior and savage nation ex-
ists to whom we might convey an illuminating influence of
modern civilization by casting upon it the searchlights of a
squadron of war-ships? There is but one assault at this moment
in which the nations might unite their forces heartily on the
plea that they were working for modern civilization. Yet not
one of the governments represented at Kiel would dare to pro-
pose an armed alliance with the others for the purpose of chas-
ing out of Europe the hideous and cruel Turk.

"Would a conflict between the splendid ironclads, or any
two of the nations represented at Kiel, aid in any way the cause
of civilization? Are not these armaments, on the contrary, the
relics and witnesses of surviving barbarism? The most savage
features of any nation are its munitions of war. The purpose of
most of those which Europe provides in such profusion by
taxes upon a burdened people is to keep those people them-
selves in humble subjection to the powers above them."

The "Pageantry of Oppression," is what The Minneapo-
lis Times called the Kiel naval pageant, upon which it com-
mented as follows:

"The fact that the opening of this magnificent waterway is
valued more for its military than for its commercial advantages,
and that it was celebrated by the booming of ordnance from the
assembled war fleets of the world, is an indictment of civiliza-
tion. For if the so-called 'civilized' nations of the world need
such vast enterprises for military operations and such enormous
navies as are now maintained at the expense of the people, then
the human nature of the Caucasian race has not improved in the
least since the time of Columbus or by the great discovery he
made. If such navies are necessary, then liberty is impossible
and despotism is a condition necessary for the human race."
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This loud and united cry of the nations, through their
representatives, of "Peace! Peace! when there is no peace,"
calls forcibly to mind the word of the Lord through the
Prophet Jeremiah, who says:

"From the least of them even unto the greatest of them
every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet
even unto the priest every one practiseth falsehood. And
they heal the breach of the daughter of my people very
lightly, saying, Peace! Peace! when there is no peace. They
should have been ashamed because they had committed an
abomination; but they neither felt the least shame, nor did
they know how to blush: therefore shall they fall among
those that fall; at the time that I punish their sin shall they
stumble, saith the Lord." Jer. 6:13-15

This great international proclamation of peace bearing
on its very face the stamp of insincerity, is a forcible re-
minder of the words of the poet John G. Whittier which so
graphically describe the present peace conditions:

"'Great Peace in Europe! Order reigns
From Tiber's hills to Danube's plains!"
So say her kings and priests; so say
The lying prophets of our day.

"Go lay to earth a list'ning ear;

The tramp of measured marches hear,
The rolling of the cannon's wheel,

The shotted musket's murd'rous peal,

The night alarm, the sentry's call,

The quick-eared spy in hut and hall,
From polar sea and tropic fen

The dying groans of exiled men,

The bolted cell, the galley's chains,

The scaffold smoking with its stains!
Order—the hush of brooding slaves!
Peace—in the dungeon vaults and graves!
Speak, Prince and Kaiser, Priest and Czar!
If this be peace, pray, what is war?

"Stern herald of Thy better day,

Before Thee to prepare Thy way

The Baptist shade of Liberty,

Gray, scarred and hairy-robed must press
With bleeding feet the wilderness!

O that its voice might pierce the ear

Of priests and princes while they hear

A cry as of the Hebrew seer:

Repent! God's Kingdom draweth near."
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STUDY VI

BABYLON BEFORE THE GREAT COURT.
HER CONFUSION—ECCLESIASTICAL

The True Church, Known unto the Lord, has no Share in the Judgments
of Babylon—The Religious Situation of Christendom Presents no
Hopeful Contrast to the Political Situation—The Great Confusion—
The Responsibility of Conducting the Defense Devolves upon the
Clergy—The Spirit of the Great Reformation Dead—Priests and
People in the Same Situation—The Charges Preferred—The De-
fense—A Confederacy Proposed—The End Sought—The Means
Adopted—The General Spirit of Compromise—The Judgment Go-
ing Against the Religious Institutions of Christendom.

"And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I
judge thee, thou wicked servant." Luke 19:22
WHILE we here consider the present judgment of the great
nominal Christian church, let us not forget that there is also
a real Church of Christ, elect, precious; consecrated to God
and to his truth in the midst of a crooked and perverse gen-
eration. They are not known to the world as a compact
body; but as individuals they are known unto the Lord who
judges not merely by the sight of the eye and the hearing of
the ear, but who discerns and judges the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart. And, however widely they may be scat-
tered, whether standing alone as "wheat," in the midst of
"tares," or in company with others, God's eye is always
upon them. They, dwelling in the secret place of the Most
High (sanctified, wholly set apart unto God), shall abide
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under the shadow of the Almighty, while the judgments of
the Lord are experienced by the great religious systems that
bear his name in unfaithfulness. (Psa. 91:1,14-16) These
have no share in the judgment of great Babylon, but are
previously enlightened and called out of her. (Rev. 18:4)
This class is described and blessedly comforted in Psalms
91 and 46. In the midst of much merely formal and sham
profession of godliness, the Lord's watchful eye discerns
the true, and he leads them into the green pastures and be-
side the still waters, and makes their hearts rejoice in his
truth and in his love. "The Lord knoweth them that are his"
(2 Tim. 2:19); they constitute the true Church in his esti-
mation, the Zion which the Lord hath chosen (Psa. 132:13-
16), and of whom it is written, "Zion heard and was glad,
and the daughters of Judah rejoiced, because of thy judg-
ments, O Lord." (Psa. 97:8) The Lord will safely lead them
as a shepherd leads his sheep. But while we bear in mind
that there is such a class—a true Church, every member of
which is known and dear to the Lord, whether known or un-
known to us, these must be ignored here in considering
what professes to be, and what the world recognizes as, the
church, and what the prophets refer to under many signifi-
cant names which designate the great nominal church fallen
from grace, and in noting the judgment of God upon her in
this harvest time of the Gospel age.

If the civil powers of Christendom are in perplexity, and
distress of nations is everywhere manifest, the religious sit-
uation surely presents no hopeful contrast of peace and se-
curity; for modern ecclesiasticism, like the nations, is en-
snared in the net of its own weaving. If the nations, having
sown to the wind the seeds of unrighteousness, are about to
reap an abundant harvest in a whirlwind of affliction, the
great nominal church, ecclesiastical Christendom, which
has shared in the sowing, shall also share in the reaping.
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The great nominal church has long taught for doctrines
the precepts of men; and, ignoring in great measure the
Word of God as the only rule of faith and godly living, it
has boldly announced many conflicting and God-dishonor-
ing doctrines, and has been unfaithful to the measure of
truth retained. It has failed to cultivate and manifest the
spirit of Christ, and has freely imbibed the spirit of the
world. It has let down the bars of the sheepfold and called
in the goats, and has even encouraged the wolves to enter
and do their wicked work. It has been pleased to let the
devil sow tares amongst the wheat, and now rejoices in the
fruit of his sowing—in the flourishing field of tares. Of the
comparatively few heads of "wheat" that still remain there
is little appreciation, and there is almost no effort to prevent
their being choked by the "tares." The "wheat" has lost its
value in the markets of Christendom, and the humble, faith-
ful child of God finds himself, like his Lord, despised and
rejected of men, and wounded in the house of his supposed
friends. Forms of godliness take the place of its power, and
showy rituals largely supplant heart-worship.

Long ago conflicting doctrines divided the church nomi-
nal into numerous antagonistic sects, each claiming to be
the one true church which the Lord and the apostles
planted, and together they have succeeded in giving to the
world such a distorted misrepresentation of our Heavenly
Father's character and plan, that many intelligent men turn
away with disgust, and despise their Creator, and even try
to disbelieve his existence.

The Church of Rome, with assumed infallibility, claims
it to be the divine purpose to eternally torment in fire and
brimstone all "heretics" who reject her doctrines. And for
others she provides a limited torment called Purgatory,
from which a release may be secured by penances, fasts,
prayers, holy candles, incense and well-paid-for "sacrifices"
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of the mass. She thus sets aside the efficacy of the atoning
sacrifice of Christ, and places the eternal destiny of man in
the hands of scheming priests, who thus claim power to
open heaven or close it to whom they please. She substi-
tutes forms of godliness for its vital power, and erects im-
ages and pictures for the adoration of her votaries, instead
of exalting in the heart the invisible God and his dear Son,
our Lord and Savior. She exalts a man-ordained priestly
class to rulership in the church, in opposition to our Lord's
teaching, "Be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your Master,
even Christ, and all ye are brethren. And call no man your
father upon the earth; for one is your Father which is in
heaven." (Matt. 23:8,9) In fact, the Papacy presents a most
complete counterfeit of the true Christianity, and boldly
claims to be the one true church.*

The "Reformation" movement discarded some of the
false doctrines of Papacy and led many out of that iniqui-
tous system. The reformers called attention to the Word of
God and affirmed the right of private judgment in its study,
and also necessarily recognized the right of every child of
God to preach the truth without the authority of popes and
bishops, who falsely claimed a succession in authority
from the original twelve apostles. But ere long that good
work of protest against the iniquitous, antichristian, coun-
terfeit church of Rome was overcome by the spirit of the
world; and soon the protestants, as they were called,
formed new organizations, which, together with the truths
they had found, perpetuated many of the old errors and
added some new ones; and yet each continued to hold a lit-
tle truth. The result was a medley of conflicting creeds, at
war with reason, with the Word of God and with one another.

*Vol. II, Chapter 9 and Vol. III, Chapter 3.
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And as the investigating energy of the Reformation period
soon died out, these quickly became fossilized, and have so
remained to the present day.

To build up and perpetuate these erroncous doctrinal
systems of what they are pleased to call "Systematic The-
ology," time and talent have been freely given. Their
learned men have written massive volumes for other men to
study instead of the Word of God; for this purpose theologi-
cal seminaries have been established and generously en-
dowed; and from these, young men, instructed in their er-
rors, have gone out to teach and to confirm the people in
them. And the people, taught to regard these men as God's
appointed ministers, successors of the apostles, have ac-
cepted their dictum without searching the Scriptures as did
the noble Bereans in Paul's day (Acts 17:11), to see if the
things taught them were so.

But now the harvest of all this sowing has come, the day
of reckoning is here, and great is the confusion and perplex-
ity of the whole nominal church of every denomination, and
particularly of the clergy, upon whom devolves the respon-
sibility of conducting the defense in this day of judgment in
the presence of many accusers and witnesses, and, if pos-
sible, of devising some remedy to save from complete de-
struction what they regard as the true church. Yet in their
present confusion, and in the desire of all the sects from
reasons of policy to fellowship one another, they have each
almost ceased to regard their own particular sect as the only
true church, and now speak of each other as various
"branches" of the one church, notwithstanding their contra-
dictory creeds, which of necessity cannot all be true.

In this critical hour it is, alas! a lamentable fact that the
wholesome spirit of "The Great Reformation" is dead. Protes-
tantism is no longer a protest against the spirit of antichrist,
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nor against the world, the flesh or the devil. Its creeds, at
war with the Word of God, with reason, and with each
other, and inconsistent with themselves, they seek to hide
from public scrutiny. Its massive theological works are but
fuel for the fire of this day of Christendom's judgment. Its
chief theological seminaries are hotbeds of infidelity,
spreading the contagion everywhere. Its great men—its
Bishops, Doctors of Divinity, Theological Professors, and
its most prominent and influential clergymen in the large
cities—are becoming the leaders into disguised infidelity.
They seek to undermine and destroy the authority and in-
spiration of the sacred Scriptures, to supplant the plan of
salvation therein revealed with the human theory of evolu-
tion. They seek a closer affiliation with, and imitation of,
the Church of Rome, court her favor, praise her methods,
conceal her crimes, and in so doing become confederate
with her in spirit. They are also in close and increasing con-
formity to the spirit of the world in everything, imitating
the vain pomp and glory of the world which they claim to
have renounced. Mark the extravagant display in church
architecture, decorations and furnishments, the heavy in-
debtedness thereby incurred, and the constant begging and
scheming for money thus necessitated.

A marked departure on this line was the introduction in
the Lindell Avenue Methodist Church of St. Louis, Mo., of
a work of art representing "The Nativity," by R. Bringhurst.
It is sculptured in bas-relief above the altar, the grand or-
gan and the choir loft. The representation spans an arch
forty-six feet wide and fifty feet high, and every figure in
it is life size. At the highest point of the arch is the figure
of the Virgin, standing erect with the infant Jesus in her
arms. Flying outward from these two figures are shown
seraphim with trumpets, proclaiming the enthronement.
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Ascending either side of the arch are hosts of worshiping
angels with outstretched wings. At either base is the figure
of an angel, that on the left holding a festooned scroll bear-
ing the inscription: "Peace on Earth," and the similar figure
on the right bearing the closing words of the nativity an-
nouncement: "Good Will to Men." Additional effectiveness
1s given by the fact that the bas-relief is mounted on a splay
at an angle of 45 degrees inclined towards the congregation,
thus bringing into bolder relief the high work of the study
and deepening the shadows in proportion.

What an endorsement, not only of the spirit of extrava-
gant display, but also of the image worship of the church of
Rome! Note, too, the arrangements in connection with
some churches of billiard rooms; and some ministers have
even gone so far as to recommend the introduction of light
wines; and private theatricals and plays are freely indulged
in in some localities.

In much of this the masses of church members have be-
come the willing tools of the clergy; and the clergy in turn
have freely pandered to the tastes and preferences of
worldly and influential members. The people have surren-
dered their right and duty of private judgment, and have
ceased to search the Scriptures to prove what is truth, and to
meditate upon God's law to discern what is righteousness.
They are indifferent, worldly, lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God: they are blinded by the god of this world and
willing to be led into any schemes which ministers to present
worldly desires and ambitions; and the clergy foster this
spirit and pander to it for their own temporal advantage.
Should these religious organizations go down, the offices
and salaries, the prestige and honors of the self-exalted
clergy must all go with them. They are therefore as anxious
now to perpetuate the institutions of nominal Christianity
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as were the Scribes and Pharisees and Doctors of the law
anxious to perpetuate Judaism; and for the same reasons.
(John 11:47,48,53; Acts 4:15-18) And because of their
prejudices and worldly ambitions Christians are as blind to
the light of the new dispensation now dawning as were the
Jews in the days of the Lord's first advent to the light of the
Gospel dispensation then dawning.

The Charges Preferred Against Ecclesiasticism

The charges preferred against the nominal Christian
church are the sentiments of the waking world and of wak-
ing Christians, both in the midst of Babylon and beyond
her territorial limits. Suddenly, within the last five years
particularly, the professed Christian church has come into
great prominence for criticism, and the scrutinizing gaze of
the whole world is turned upon her. This criticism is so
prevalent that none can fail to hear it; it is in the very air; it
1s heard in private conversation, on the streets, the rail-
ways, in the workshops and stores; it floats through the
daily press and is a live topic in all the leading journals,
secular and religious. It is recognized by all the leaders in
the church as a matter that portends no good to her institu-
tions; and the necessity is felt of meeting it promptly and
wisely (according to their own ideas), if they would pre-
serve their institutions from the danger which threatens
them.

The nominal Christian church is charged (1) with incon-
sistency. The wide distinction is marked, even by the world,
between her claimed standard of doctrine, the Bible, and
her conflicting, and in many respects absurd, creeds. The
blasphemous doctrine of eternal torment is scouted, and no
longer avails to drive men into the church through fear; and
for some time past the Presbyterian and other Calvinistic
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sects have been in a very tempest of criticism of their time-
honored creeds, and are terribly shaken. With the long dis-
cussions on the subject and the desperate attempts at de-
fense on the part of the clergy, all are acquainted. That the
task of defense is most irksome, and one that they would
gladly avoid, is very manifest; but they cannot avoid it, and
must conduct the defense as best they can. Rev. T. DeWitt
Talmage voiced the popular sentiment among them when
he said:

"I would that this unfortunate controversy about the con-
fession of faith had not been forced upon the church; but
now, since it is on, I say, Away with it, and let us have a
new creed."

On another occasion the same gentleman said:

"I declare, once for all, that all this controversy throughout
Christendom is diabolic and satanical. A most diabolical at-
tempt is going on to split the church; and if it is not stopped it
will gain for the Bible a contempt equal to that for an 1828 al-
manac that tells what the weather was six months before and in
what quarter of the moon it is best to plant turnips.

"What position shall we take in regard to these controver-
sies? Stay out of them. While these religious riots are abroad,
stay at home and attend to business. Why, how do you expect a
man only five or six feet high to wade through an ocean a
thousand feet deep?...The young men now entering the min-
istry are being launched into the thickest fog that ever beset a
coast. The questions the doctors are trying to settle won't be
settled until the day after judgment day."

Very true; the day after this judgment day will see all
these perplexing questions settled, and truth and righteous-
ness established in the earth.

The irksomeness of the task of defense and the dread of
the outcome were also very strongly expressed in a resolu-
tion of assembled Presbyterian clergymen in Chicago, not
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long after the summons to judgment came. The resolution
read as follows:

"Resolved, That we regard with sorrow the controversies
now distracting our beloved church as injurious to her reputa-
tion, her influence and her usefulness, and as fraught, if pur-
sued, with disaster, not only to the work of our own church,
but to our common Christianity. We therefore earnestly coun-
sel our brethren that on the one side they avoid applying new
tests of orthodoxy, the harsh use of power and the repression of
honest and devout search for truth; and on the other side we ur-
gently advise our brethren against the repetition upon the
church of unverified theories, the questions of doubtful dispu-
tation, and especially where they have, or under any circum-
stances might have, a tendency to unsettle the faith of the un-
learned in the Holy Scriptures. For the sake of our church and
all her precious interests and activities we earnestly request a
truce and the cessation of ecclesiastical litigation."

The Presbyterian Banner also published the following
doleful reference to it, which contains some remarkable ad-
missions of the unhealthy spiritual condition of the Presby-
terian church. It reads:

"A disturbance or alarm in a hospital or asylum might
prove fatal to some of its inmates. An elderly gentleman in a
benevolent institution amused himself awhile by beating a
drum before sunrise. The authorities finally requested this
'lovely brother' to remove his instrument to a respectful dis-
tance. This illustrates why earnest pastors grow serious when a
disturbance arises in the church. The church is like a hospital
where are gathered sin-sick persons who, in a spiritual sense,
are fevered, leprous, paralytic, wounded and half dead. A dis-
turbance, like the present cruel distraction which emanates
from some Theological Seminaries, may destroy some souls
who are now passing through a crisis. Will Prof. Briggs please
walk softly and remove his drum?"

The church nominal is charged (2) with a marked lack of
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that piety and godliness which she professes, though the
fact is admitted that a few truly pious souls are found here
and there among the obscure ones. Sham and hypocrisy are
indeed obtrusive, and wealth and arrogance make very
manifest that the poor are not welcome in the earthly tem-
ples erected in the name of Christ. The masses of the people
have found this out, and have been looking into their Bibles
to see if such was the spirit of the great Founder of the
church; and there they have learned that one of the proofs
which he gave of his Messiahship was that "the poor had
the gospel preached unto them"; that he said to his follow-
ers, "The poor ye have always with you"; and that they
were to show no preferences for the man with the gold ring
or the goodly apparel, etc. They have found the golden rule,
too, and have been applying it to the conduct of the church,
collectively and individually. Thus, in the light of the Bible,
they are fast arriving at the conclusion that the church is
fallen from grace. And so manifest is the conclusion, that
her defenders find themselves covered with confusion.

The church nominal is charged (3) with failure to ac-
complish what she has claimed to be her mission; viz., to
convert the world to Christianity. How the world has dis-
covered that the time has come when the work of the
church should show some signs of completion seems un-
accountable; but nevertheless, just as in the end of the Jew-
ish age all men were in expectation of some great change
about to take place (Luke 3:15), so now, in the end of the
Gospel age, all men are in similar expectation. They realize
that we are in a transition period, and the horoscope of the
20th Century is full of terrors and premonitions of great
revolutionary changes. The present unrest was forcefully
expressed by Hon. Henry Grady, in an eloquent address be-
fore the University Societies, Charlottesville, Va.
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His words were: "We are standing in the daybreak....The
fixed stars are fading from the sky and we are groping in un-
certain light. Strange shapes have come with the night. Estab-
lished ways are lost, new roads perplex, and widening fields
stretch beyond the sight. The unrest of dawn impels us to and
fro; but Doubt stalks amid the confusion, and even on the
beaten paths the shifting crowds are halted, and from the
shadows the sentries cry, "Who comes there?' in the obscurity
of the morning tremendous forces are at work. Nothing is
steadfast or approved. The miracles of the present belie the
simple truths of the past. The church is besieged from without
and betrayed from within. Behind the courts smoulders the ri-
oter's torch and looms the gibbet of the anarchists. Govern-
ment is the contention of partisans and the prey of spoilsmen.
Trade is restless in the grasp of monopoly, and commerce
shackled with limitation. The cities are swollen, and the fields
are stripped. Splendor streams from the castle, and squalor
crouches in the home. The universal brotherhood is dissolv-
ing, and the people are huddling into classes. The hiss of the
Nihilist disturbs the covert, and the roar of the mob murmurs
along the highway."

For the church to deny that the end of the age, the day of
reckoning, has come, is impossible; for whether she dis-
cerns the time in the light of prophecy or not, the facts of
judgment are forced upon her, and the issue will be realized
before the close of this harvest period.

Ecclestiasticism Takes the Stand and Indirectly
Renders Up Her Account

The church knows that the eyes of all the world are
turned upon her; that somehow it has been discovered that,
while she has claimed her commission to be to convert the
world, the time has arrived when, if that be her mission, that
work should be almost, if not fully, accomplished, and that
really she differs little from the world, except in profession.
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Having assumed this to be her present mission, she has
lost sight of the real purpose of this Gospel age; viz., to
"preach this gospel of the Kingdom in all the world for a
witness to all nations," and to aid in the calling and prepar-
ing of a "little flock" to constitute (with the Lord) that Mil-
lennial Kingdom which shall then bless all the families of
the earth. (Matt. 24:14; Acts 15:14-17) She is confronted
with the fact that after eighteen centuries she is further from
the results which her claims would demand than she was at
the close of the first century. Consequently apologies, ex-
cuses, a figuring over and re-examining of accounts, the re-
dressing of facts, and extravagant prognostications of great
achievements in the very near future, are now the order of
the day, as, forced by the spirit of inquiry and cross-ques-
tioning of these times, she endeavors to speak in self-de-
fense before her numerous accusers.

To meet the charge of inconsistency of doctrine with
her recognized standard, the Bible, we see her in great
perplexity; for she cannot deny the conflict of her creeds.
So, various methods are resorted to, which thinking peo-
ple are not slow to mark as evidences of her great confu-
sion. There is much anxiety on the part of each denomina-
tion to hold on to the old creeds because they are the cords
by which they have been bound together in distinct orga-
nizations; and to destroy these suddenly would be to dis-
solve the organizations; yet the clergy specially are quite
content to say as little about them as possible, for they are
heartily ashamed of them in the searching light of this day
of judgment.

Some are so ashamed of them that, forgetting their worldly
prudence, they favor discarding them altogether. Others are
more conservative, and think it more prudent to let them go
gradually, and in their place, by degrees, to insert new doc-
trines, to amend, revise, etc. With the long discussions
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on Presbyterian creed-revision every one is familiar. So
also the attempts of self-styled higher critics to undermine
the authority and inspiration of the sacred Scriptures, and to
suggest a twentieth-century-inspiration, and a theory of
evolution wholly subversive of the divine plan of salvation
from an Adamic fall which the Bible affirms, but which
they deny. Then there is another and a large class of clergy-
men who favor an eclectic, or compromise, theology, which
must of necessity be very brief and very liberal, its object
being to waive all objections of all religionists, Christian
and heathen, and, if possible, to "bring them all into one
camp," as some have expressed it. There is a general boast-
ing on the part of a large class, of the great things about to
be accomplished through instrumentalities recently set in
operation, of which Christian union or cooperation is the
central idea; and when this is secured—as we are assured it
soon will be—then the world's conversion to Christianity, it
1s assumed, will quickly follow.

The charge of lack of piety and godly living is also met
with boastings—boasting of "many wonderful works,"
which often suggest the reproving words of the Lord
recorded in Matt. 7:22,23. But these boastings avail very
little to the interests of Babylon, because the lack of the
spirit of God's law of love is, alas! too painfully manifest to
be concealed. The defense, on the whole, only makes the
more manifest the deplorable condition of the fallen church.
If this great ecclesiasticism were really the true Church of
God, how manifest would be the failure of the divine plan
to choose out a people for his name!

But while these various excuses, apologies, promises and
boasts are made by the church, her leaders see very clearly
that they will not long serve to preserve her in her present
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divided, distracted and confused condition. They see that
disintegration and overthrow are sure to follow soon unless
some mighty effort shall unite her sects and thus give her
not only a better standing before the world, but also in-
creased power to enforce her authority. We therefore hear
much talk of Christian Union; and every step in the direc-
tion of its accomplishment is proclaimed as evidence of
growth in the spirit of love and Christian fellowship. The
movement, however, is not begotten of increasing love and
Christian fellowship, but of fear. The foretold storm of in-
dignation and wrath is seen to be fast approaching, and the
various sects seriously doubt their ability to stand alone in
the tempest shock.

Consequently all the sects favor union; but how to ac-
complish it in view of their conflicting creeds, is the per-
plexing problem. Various methods are suggested. One is to
endeavor first to unite those sects which are most alike in
doctrine, as, for instance, the various branches of the same
families—Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Catholics,
etc.—preparatory to the proposed larger union. Another is
to cultivate in the people a desire for union, and a disposi-
tion to ignore doctrine, and to extend a generous fellowship
to all morally disposed people and seek their cooperation in
what they call Christian work. This sentiment finds its most
earnest supporters among the young and middle-aged.

The ignoring in late years of many of the disputed doc-
trines of the past has assisted in the development of a class
of young people in the church who largely represent the
"union" sentiment of Christendom. Ignorant of the sectar-
ian battles of the past, these are unencumbered with the
confusion prevalent among their seniors respecting fore-
ordination, election, free grace, etc. But they still have from
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the teachings of childhood (originally from Rome and the
dark ages), the blighting doctrine of the everlasting tor-
ment of all who do not hear and accept the gospel in the
present age; and the theory that the mission of the gospel
is to convert the world in the present age, and thus save
them from that torment. These are banded under various
names—Young Men's and Young Women's Christian As-
sociations, Christian Endeavor Societies, Epworth
Leagues, King's Daughters and Salvation Armies. Many
of these have indeed "a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge."

True to their erroneous, unscriptural views, these plan a
"social uplift of the world," to take place at once. It is
commendable that their efforts are not for evil, but for
good. Their great mistake is in pursuing their own plans,
which however benevolent or wise in human estimation,
must of necessity fall short of the divine wisdom and the
divine plan, which alone will be crowned with success. All
others are doomed to failure. It would be greatly to the
blessing of the true ones among them if they could see the
divine plan; viz., the selection ("election") of a sanctified
"little flock" now, and by and by the world's uplift by that
little flock when complete and highly exalted and reigning
with Christ as his Millennial Kingdom joint-heirs. Could
they see this, it would or should have the effect of sanctify-
ing all the true ones among them—though of course this
would be a small minority; for the majority who join such
societies evidently do so for various reasons other than en-
tire consecration and devotion to God and his service
—"even unto death."

These Christian young people, untaught in the lessons of
church history, and ignorant of doctrines, readily fall in
with the idea of "Union." They decide, "The fault of the
past has been doctrines which caused divisions! Let us now
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have union and ignore doctrines!" They fail to appreciate
the fact that in the past all Christians were anxious for
union, too, just as anxious as people of today, but they
wanted union on the basis of the truth, or else no union at
all. Their rule of conduct was, "Contend earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the saints"; "Have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them." (Jude 3; Eph. 5:11) Many today fail to see that cer-
tain doctrines are all-important to true union among true
Christians—a union pleasing to God—that the fault of the
past was that Christians were too greatly prejudiced in fa-
vor of their own human creeds to prove and correct them
and all doctrines by the Word of God.

Hence the union or confederacy proposed and sought,
being one which ignores Bible doctrine, but holds firmly to
human doctrines respecting eternal torment, natural im-
mortality, etc., and which is dominated merely by human
judgment as to object and methods, is the most dangerous
thing that could happen. It is sure to run into extreme error,
because it rejects the "doctrines of Christ" and "the wisdom
from above," and instead relies upon the wisdom of its own
wise men; which is foolishness when opposed to the divine
counsel and methods. "The wisdom of their wise men shall
perish." Isa. 29:14

Then, too, there are many ideas set afloat by progressive
(?) clergymen and others as to what should be the character
and mission of the church in the near future, their proposi-
tion being to bring it down, even closer than at present, to
the ideas of the world. Its work, it appears, is to be to draw
the unregenerate world into it and to secure a liberal finan-
cial patronage; and to do this entertainment and pleasure
must be provided. What true Christian has not been
shocked by the tendencies in this direction, both as he ob-
serves them at home and reads of them elsewhere.
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What stronger evidence could we have of the decline of
real godliness than the following, from the pen of a
Methodist clergyman, and published in a Methodist journal
—The Northwestern Christian Advocate—and called by the
Editor a "friendly satire on existing Methodist conditions,"
thus admitting the conditions. Whether meant as an en-
dorsement, or as a satire, it matters not; facts are facts by
whomsoever told, though doubly forcible when in the na-
ture of a confession by an interested minister in his own
church journal. We give the article entire as follows, the
italics being ours:

"Some Features of American Methodism

"The revival of religion in the eighteenth century under the
leadership of the Wesleys and Whitefield purified the moral
tone of the Anglo-Saxon race and put in operation new forces
for the elevation of the unevangelized. Secular historians, both
English and American, have united in crediting the movement
originated by these remarkable men with much in modern
church machinery and statement of doctrine which tends to
spread and plant our civilization. The doctrine of 'free will'
preached by them and their successors has, with the evolution
of modern experiments in secular government, been one of the
most popular dogmas engaging the thoughts of men. Among
our American fore-fathers this doctrine was peculiarly conta-
gious. Throwing off the yoke of kings, and disgusted with a
nationalized and priest-ridden church, what could be more en-
chanting and more in harmony with their political aspirations
than the doctrine that every man is free to make or mar his
own destiny here and hereafter?

"The doctrine of the 'new birth' upon which the Methodists
insisted, and the preaching of which by Whitefield in New
England was like the telling of a fresh and unheard story, like-
wise produced effects upon which the secular and even the
unreligious looked with approbation. For this doctrine not
only demanded a 'change of heart,' but also such a change in
the daily life as to make the Methodist easily distinguished
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from the man of the world by his behavior. The great purpose
for which the church existed was to 'spread Scriptural holiness
over these lands.' This was the legend on her banner—with this
war-cry she conquered.

"Another reason for the phenomenal success of Methodism
in this country is to be found in the fact that to its simple, pop-
ular service the common people were gladly welcomed. Only
those who have been untrained in ritual can appreciate this ap-
parently insignificant but really very important fact. To know
that you may enter a church where you can take part in the ser-
vice without the risk of displaying your ignorance of form and
ceremonies is of greatest concern if you have no desire to
make yourself conspicuous. Thus the plain, unstudied service
of the early American Methodist church was exactly suited to
the people who had but lately abandoned the pomp of Old
World religions. Lawn sleeves, holy hats, diadems, crowns and
robes were repugnant to their rough and simple tastes. The reli-
gion that taught them that they could make their appeals to the
Almighty without an intermediator of any kind emphasized the
dignity and greatness of their manhood and appealed to their
love of independence.

"The marked triumphs of this church may also be attributed
in part to the fact that she had not then laid down the Master's
whip of small cords. There was in those early days, from time
to time, a cleansing of the church from pretenders and the un-
worthy which had a most wholesome effect, not only on the
church itself, but also upon the surrounding community. For
after the storms which often accompanied the 'turning out' of
the faithless, the moral atmosphere of the whole neighborhood
would be purified, and even the scoffer would see that church-
membership meant something.

"A factor also assisting in the success of which I write
was the pure itinerancy of the ministry which then obtained.
Without doubt there were heroes and moral giants in those
days. The influence of a strong, manly man, possessed by
the idea that here he had 'mo continuing city," making no
provision for his old age, requiring no contract to secure his
support or salary, denying himself the very things the
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people were most greedy to obtain, and flaming with a zeal
that must soon consume him, must have been abiding and
beneficent wherever it was felt.

"No mean part in achieving her commanding position in this
country was played by the singing of the old-time Methodists.
Serious, sensible words, full of doctrine, joined to tunes that still
live and rule, there was in such singing not only a musical at-
traction, but a theological training whereby the people, uncouth
though they might have been, were indoctrinated in the cardinal
tenets of the church. The singing of a truth into the soul of child
or man puts it there with a much more abiding power than can
be found in any Kindergarten or Quincy method of instruction.
Thus, without debate, doctrines were fixed in the minds of chil-
dren or of converts so that no subsequent controversy could
shake them. It remains now to show that

"These Elements of Success Have Become Antiquated,
and That a New Standard of Success Has Been Set Up in
the Methodist Episcopal Church

"Let me not assume the role of boaster, but rather be the
annalist of open facts, a reciter of recent history. So far as
the standard of doctrine is concerned, there is no change in
the position held by the church, but the tone and spirit
which obtain in almost all her affairs show at once the
presence of modern progress and light-giving innovations.
The temper and complexion of this mighty church have so
far changed that all who are interested in the religious wel-
fare of America must study that change with no common
concern.

"The doctrine of the new birth—'"Ye must be born again'—
remains intact, but modern progress has moved the church
away from the old-time strictness that prevented many good
people from entering her fold, because they could not sub-
scribe to that doctrine, and because they never had what once
was called 'experimental religion.! Now Universalists and
Unitarians are often found in full fellowship bravely doing
their duty.

"The ministry of the present day, polished and cultured as it is in
the leading churches, is too well bred to insist on 'holiness," as the
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fathers saw that grace, but preach that broader holiness that
thinketh no evil even in a man not wholly sanctified. To es-
pouse this doctrine as it was in the old narrow way would
make one not altogether agreeable in the Chautauqua circles
and Epworth leagues of the present.

"The old-time, simple service still lingers among the rural
populations, but in those cultured circles, where correct tastes
in music, art and literature obtain—among the city churches—
in many instances an elaborate and elegant ritual takes the
place of the voluntary and impetuous praying and shouting
which once characterized the fathers. To challenge the desir-
ability of this change is to question the superiority of culture to
the uncouth and ill-bred.

"When the church was in an experimental stage, it possibly
might have been wise to be as strict as her leaders then were.
There was little to be lost then. But now wise, discreet and pru-
dent men refuse to hazard the welfare of a wealthy and influ-
ential church by a bigoted administration of the law, such as
will offend the rich and intellectual. If the people are not flex-
ible, the gospel surely is. The church was made to save men,
not to turn them out and discourage them. So our broader and
modern ideas have crowded out and overgrown the contracted
and egotistical notion that we are better than other people, who
should be excluded from our fellowship.

"The love-feast, with its dogmatic prejudices, and the class-
meeting, which was to many minds almost as bad as the con-
fessional, have been largely abandoned for Epworth Leagues
and Endeavor Societies.

"The present cultured ministry, more than ever in the his-
tory of the church, conforms to the Master's injunction to be
'wise as serpents and harmless as doves.! Who among them
would have the folly of the old-time preachers to tell his rich-
est official member who is rolling in luxury to sell all for God
and humanity and take up his cross and follow Christ 7 He
might go away sorrowing—the minister, I mean.

"While evolution is the law, and progress the watchword,
rashness and radicalism are ever to be deplored, and the
modern Methodist minister is seldom guilty of either. The
rude, rough preacher who used to accuse the God of love of
being wrathful has stepped down and out to give place to
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his successor, who is careful in style, elegant in diction, and
whose thoughts, emotions and sentiments are poetical and in-
offensive.

"The 'time limit,’ whereby a minister may remain in one
charge five years, will be abandoned at the next General Con-
ference in 1896. In the beginning he could serve one charge
but six months; the time was afterward extended to one year,
then to two years, then to three, and lately to five. But the rul-
ing, cultured circles of the church see that if her social success
and standing are to compare favorably with other churches,
her pastorate must be fixed so that her strong preachers may
become the centers of social and literary circles. For it must be
remembered that the preacher's business is not now as it often
was—to hold protracted meetings and be an evangelist. No one
sees this more clearly than the preachers themselves. Great re-
vivalists used to be the desirable preachers sought after by the
churches, and at the annual conferences the preachers were
wont to report the number of conversions during the year.
Now, however, a less enthusiastic and eccentric idea rules peo-
ple and priest alike. The greater churches desire those minis-
ters that can feed the aesthetic nature, that can parry the blows
of modern skepticism and attract the intellectual and polished,
while at the annual conference the emphasized thing in the re-
port of the preacher is his missionary collection. The modern
Methodist preacher is an excellent collector of money, thereby
entering the very heart of his people as he could not by any
old-fashioned exhortation or appeal.

"How great the lesson that has been so well learned by
these leaders of Christian thought; viz., that the gospel should
never offend the cultured and polite taste. To a church that can
so flexibly conform to the times the gates of the future open
wide with a cheery greeting. What more fitting motto can be
found for her than the herald angels sang: 'Peace on earth,
good will to men."' Rev. Chas. A. Crane."

The following, by Bishop R. S. Foster, of the M. E.
Church, we clip from the Gospel Trumpet. It bears the same
testimony, though in different language; a little too plainly
perhaps for some, as the bishop has since been retired
against his wish and despite his tears.
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Bishop Foster Said:

"The church of God is today courting the world. Its
members are trying to bring it down to the level of the un-
godly. The ball, the theater, nude and lewd art, social luxu-
ries, with all their loose moralities, are making inroads into
the secret enclosure of the church; and as a satisfaction for
all this worldliness, Christians are making a great deal of
Lent and Easter and Good Friday and church ornamenta-
tions. It is the old trick of Satan. The Jewish church struck
on that rock; the Romish church was wrecked on the same,
and the Protestant church is fast reaching the same doom.

"Our great dangers, as we see them, are assimilation to the
world, neglect of the poor, substitution of the form for the fact
of godliness, abandonment of discipline, a hireling ministry,
an impure gospel—which, summed up, is a fashionable
church. That Methodists should be liable to such an outcome
and that there should be signs of it in a hundred years from the
'sail loft' seems almost the miracle of history; but who that
looks about him today can fail to see the fact?

"Do not Methodists, in violation of God's Word and their
own discipline, dress as extravagantly and as fashionably as
any other class? Do not the ladies, and often the wives and
daughters of the ministry, put on 'gold and pearls and costly
array?' Would not the plain dress insisted upon by John Wes-
ley, Bishop Asbury, and worn by Hester Ann Rogers, Lady
Huntington, and many others equally distinguished, be now
regarded in Methodist circles as fanaticism? Can any one go-
ing into the Methodist church in any of our chief cities dis-
tinguish the attire of the communicants from that of the the-
ater or ball goers? Is not worldliness seen in the music? Elab-
orately dressed and ornamented choirs, who in many cases
make no profession of religion and are often sneering skep-
tics, go through a cold artistic or operatic performance,
which is as much in harmony with spiritual worship as an
opera or theater. Under such worldly performance spirituality
is frozen to death.

"Formerly every Methodist attended 'class' and gave tes-
timony of experimental religion. Now the class meeting is
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attended by very few, and in many churches it is abandoned.
Seldom do the stewards, trustees and leaders of the church at-
tend class. Formerly nearly every Methodist prayed, testified
or exhorted in prayer meeting. Now but very few are heard.
Formerly shouts and praises were heard: now such demonstra-
tions of holy enthusiasm and joy are regarded as fanaticism.

"Worldly socials, fairs, festivals, concerts and such like
have taken the place of the religious gatherings, revival meet-
ings, class and prayer meetings of earlier days.

"How true that the Methodist discipline is a dead letter. Its
rules forbid the wearing of gold or pearls or costly array; yet
no one ever thinks of disciplining its members for violating
them. They forbid the reading of such books and the taking of
such diversions as do not minister to godliness, yet the church
itself goes to shows and frolics and festivals and fairs, which
destroy the spiritual life of the young as well as the old. The
extent to which this is now carried on is appalling.

"The early Methodist ministers went forth to sacrifice and
suffer for Christ. They sought not places of affluence and
ease, but of privation and suffering. They gloried not in their
big salaries, fine parsonages and refined congregations, but in
the souls that had been won for Jesus. Oh, how changed! A
hireling ministry will be a feeble, timid, truckling, time-serv-
ing ministry, without faith, endurance and holy power.
Methodism formerly dealt in the great central truth. Now the
pulpits deal largely in generalities and in popular lectures. The
glorious doctrine of entire sanctification is rarely heard and
seldom witnessed in the pulpits."

While special efforts are being made to enlist the sympa-
thies and cooperation of the young people of the churches in
the interests of religious union, by bringing them together so-
cially and avoiding religious controversy and doctrinal
teaching, still more direct efforts are being made to bring
the adult membership into sympathy with the union move-
ment. For this the leaders in all denominations are schem-
ing and working; and many minor efforts culminated
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in the great Parliament of Religions held in Chicago in the
summer of 1893. The object of the Parliament was very
definite in the minds of the leaders, and found very definite
expression; but the masses of the church membership fol-
lowed the leaders seemingly without the least consideration
of the principle involved—that it was a grand compromise
of Christianity with everything unchristian. And now that
there 1s a projected extension of the movement for a univer-
sal federation of all religious bodies, proposed to be held in
the year 1913, and in view of the fact that Christian Union
is being actively pushed along this line of compromise, let
those who desire to remain loyal to God mark well the ex-
pressed principles of these religious leaders.

Rev. J. H. Barrows, D. D., the leading spirit of the
(Chicago) World's Parliament of Religions, while engaged
in promoting its extension, was reported by a San Francisco
journal as having expressed himself to its representative
with reference to his special work of bringing about reli-
gious unity, as follows:

"The union of the religions," he said in brief, "will come
about in one of two ways. First, those churches which are most
nearly on common ground of faith and doctrine must unite—the
various branches of Methodism and Presbyterianism, for in-
stance. Then when the sects are united among themselves
Protestantism in general will draw together. In the progress of
education Catholics and Protestants will discover that the differ-
ences between them are not really cardinal, and will broach re-
union. This accomplished, the union with other different reli-
gions [that is, Mohammedanism, Buddhism, Brahminism, Con-
fucianism, etc.—heathen religions] is only a question of time.

"Second—The religions and churches may join in civil
unity on an ethical basis, as advocated by Mr. Stead [a Ti-
tanic victim, a Spiritualist]. The religious organizations
have common interests and common duties in the commu-
nities in which they exist, and it is possible that they will
federate for the promotion and accomplishment of these
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ends. I, myself, am disposed to look for the union to come
through the first process. However that may be, the congresses
of religion are beginning to take shape. Rev. Theo. E. Seward
reports a greatly augmented success of his 'Brotherhood of
Christian Unity' in New York, while very recently there has
been organized in Chicago, under the leadership of C. C.
Bonney, a large and vigorous 'Association for the Promotion of
Religious Unity."

The Great Parliament of Religions

The Chicago Herald, commenting favorably upon the
proceedings of the Parliament (italics are ours), said:

"Never since the confusion at Babel have so many reli-
gions, so many creeds, stood side by side, hand in hand, and
almost heart to heart, as in that great amphitheater last night.
Never since written history began has varied mankind been so
bound about with Love's golden chain. The nations of the
earth, the creeds of Christendom, Buddhist and Baptist, Mo-
hammedan and Methodist, Catholic and Confucian, Brahmin
and Unitarian, Shinto and Episcopalian, Presbyterian and Pan-
theist, Monotheist and Polytheist, representing all shades of
thought and conditions of men, have at last met together in the
common bonds of sympathy, humanity and respect."

How significant is the fact that the mind of even this en-
thusiastic approver of the great Parliament should be car-
ried away back to the memorable confusion of tongues at
Babel! Was it not, indeed, that instinctively he recognized
in the Parliament a remarkable antitype?

The Rev. Barrows, above quoted, spoke enthusiastically
of the friendly relations manifested among Protestant min-
isters, Catholic priests, Jewish rabbis and, in fact, the lead-
ers of all religions extant, by their correspondence in refer-
ence to the great Chicago Parliament. He said:

"The old idea, that the religion to which I belong is the
only true one, is out of date. There is something to be
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learned from all religions, and no man is worthy of the religion
he represents unless he is willing to grasp any man by the hand
as his brother. Some one has said that the time is now ripe for
the best religion to come to the front. The time for a man to put
on any airs of superiority about his particular religion is past.
Here will meet the wise man, the scholar and the prince of the
East in friendly relation with the archbishop, the rabbi, the
missionary, the preacher and the priest. They will sit together
in congress for the first time. This, it is hoped, will help to
break down the barriers of creed."”

Rev. T. Chalmers, of the Disciples church, said:

"This first Parliament of Religions seems to be the harbin-
ger of a still larger fraternity—a fraternity that will combine
into one world-religion what is best, not in one alone, but in all
of the great historic faiths. It may be that, under the guidance
of this larger hope, we shall need to revise our phraseology and
speak more of Religious unity, than of Christian unity. I rejoice
that all the great cults are to be brought into touch with each
other, and that Jesus will take his place in the companionship
of Gautama, Confucius and Zoroaster."

The New York Sun, in an editorial on this subject, said:

"We cannot make out exactly what the Parliament proposes
to accomplish....It is possible, however, that the Chicago
scheme is to get up some sort of a new and compound religion,
which shall include and satisfy every variety of religious and
irreligious opinion. It is a big job to get up a new and eclectic
religion satisfactory all around; but Chicago is confident."

It would indeed be strange if the spirit of Christ and the
spirit of the world would suddenly prove to be in harmony,
that those filled with the opposite spirits should see eye to
eye. But such is not the case. It 1s still true that the spirit of
the world is enmity to God (James 4:4); that its theories
and philosophies are vain and foolish; and that the one di-
vine revelation contained in the inspired Scriptures of the
apostles and prophets is the only divinely inspired truth.
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One of the stated objects of the Parliament, according
to its president, Mr. Bonney, was to bring together the
world's religions in an assembly "in which their common
aims and common grounds of union may be set forth, and
the marvelous religious progress of the nineteenth century
be reviewed."

The real and only object of that review evidently was
to answer the inquiring spirit of these times—of this judg-
ment hour—to make as good a showing as possible of the
church's progress, and to inspire the hope that, after all the
seeming failure of Christianity, the church is just on the
eve of a mighty victory; that soon, very soon, her claimed
mission will be accomplished in the world's conversion.
Now mark how she proposes to do it, and observe that it is
to be done, not by the spirit of truth and righteousness, but
by the spirit of compromise, of hypocrisy and deceit. The
stated object of the Parliament was fraternization and reli-
gious union; and anxiety to secure it on any terms was
prominently manifest. They were even willing, as above
stated, to revise their phraseology to accommodate the
heathen religionists, and call it religious unity, dropping
the obnoxious name Christian, and quite contented to
have Jesus step down from his superiority and take his
place humbly by the side of the heathen sages, Gautama,
Confucius and Zoroaster. The spirit of doubt and perplex-
ity, and of compromise and general faithlessness, on the
part of Protestant Christians, and the spirit of boastfulness
and of counsel and authority on the part of Roman
Catholics and all other religionists, were the most promi-
nent features of the great Parliament. Its first session was
opened with the prayer of a Roman Catholic—Cardinal
Gibbons—and its last session was closed with the bene-
diction of a Roman Catholic—Bishop Keane. And during
the last session a Shinto priest of Japan invoked
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upon the motley assembly the blessing of eight million
deities.

Rev. Barrows had for two years previous been in corre-
spondence with the representative heathen of other lands,
sending the Macedonian cry around the world to al